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Chapter 2 

Natural, Cultural, & Agricultural Resources 

 
 
This chapter describes local land and water conditions in detail as well as agricultural resources and cultural 
heritage. It is important to consider the patterns and interrelations of natural resources on a broader scale 
because they do not follow geo-political boundaries. In addition, many of the programs for protecting or 
mitigating impacts to natural resources are administered at the county, state, or federal level. Thus, an 
overview of recent county-wide natural resource planning efforts is described below. Natural resources 
covered in this chapter include biology, geology, and geography including terrain, soils, water, forests, 
wetlands, wildlife, and habitat. 
 
Cultural resources include a community’s heritage, archaeological sites and cemeteries, historic buildings and 
landscapes, historic transportation routes, or traditional cultural properties important to indigenous peoples 
or other cultural groups. Cultural resources also include arts and the way of life in a community. Cultural 
resources are those elements around us that signify our heritage and help to evoke the sense of place that 
makes an area distinct. 
 

Previous Plans and Studies 
 
Vilas County Land and Water Resource Management Plan, 2025-2035 
This Plan provides a framework for local/state/federal conservation program implementation efforts.  
Implementation of this plan will help protect and improve the valuable water and soil natural resources in 
Vilas County.  Some of the plan’s recommendations include protecting shoreland areas, reducing nonpoint 
source pollution, replace failing septic systems, and reduce wildlife conflicts.  A copy is available in the Vilas 
County Land Conservation Department. 
 
Vilas County Outdoor Recreation Plan 2023-2027 
The primary purpose of this recreation plan is to provide continued direction in meeting the current and 
future recreation needs of the County. This direction takes the form of an inventory and analysis of outdoor 
recreational facilities followed by establishing recommendations to meet identified needs. Adoption of this 
plan and its subsequent acceptance by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) allows for 
continued eligibility for financial assistance from the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LAWCON), the 
Stewardship Fund, and many other federal and state funding programs.  A copy is available in the Vilas County 
Forestry Department. 
 
Vilas County Farmland Preservation Plan, 2015 
The Vilas County Farmland Preservation Plan is required under Chapter 91 of Wisconsin Statutes. The Plan’s 
purpose is to guide and manage farmland preservation and agricultural production capacity from 2015 to 
2024. The plan functions as the primary policy document setting forth directions for how the County intends 
to preserve agricultural production capacity, farmland, soil and water resources, and rural character. 
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Farmland Preservation Areas – Parcels that meet the Farmland Preservation Plan (FPP) mapping criteria. 
Landowners in this area may apply for farmland preservation income tax credits. No non-agricultural 
development is planned in the next fifteen years for those areas identified. 
 
Criteria for Farmland Preservation Areas: 

• Lands depicted on the Soils Map as farmlands. 
• Lands depicted on the Land Use Map as agriculture, cranberry bog, open lands, or woodlands. 
• Lands depicted on the Future Land Use Map that allow agriculture or forestry to occur 

 
Lands are excluded if they are any of the following: 

• Local, county, state, and federal lands 
• “Planned Out” lands on Map 5 of the FPP 
• Parcels less than 5 acres 
• Tax exempt land 

 
Farmland preservation areas are present throughout the Town. However, there are currently few areas of 
land currently being used for agricultural production purposes within the Town. 
 
Vilas County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan 2006-2020 
The mission of the County Forest is to manage, conserve and protect the natural resources within the 
county forest on a sustainable basis for present and future generations. The Plan contains information about 
forest resource planning, outdoor recreation planning, silvicultural practices, aesthetic management zones, 
trails and access control, biological communities, and wildlife species that exist within the county forest. A 
copy is available in the Vilas County Forestry Department. 
 
USGS Protecting Wisconsin’s Groundwater through Comprehensive Planning 
In a joint effort by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR), the University of Wisconsin 
System, and the United States Geological Survey, a website was made available with data and information on 
geology, general hydrology, and groundwater quantity and quality. The website was developed to aid 
government officials in their comprehensive plans, including this plan. The most recent data available for Vilas 
County was public in 2007. The Vilas County report can be accessed here: 
https://wi.water.usgs.gov/gwcomp/index.html. 

 

Natural Resources 
 
Examining the natural environment is essential to the planning process. For instance, soils, topography and 
geology can pose limitations to certain types of development, while an inventory of surface water resources, 
vegetation types, environmentally significant areas, and historical features identify those resources and areas 
which should be protected from over-development. This section of the plan identifies both the land and 
water resources of the Town. 
 
 

https://wi.water.usgs.gov/gwcomp/index.html
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Water Resources 
 
Surface water resources support the area's economy by drawing tourists and providing a good quality of 
life for residents. Vilas County contains one of the highest concentrations of natural lakes in the world. 
Vilas County Shoreland Zoning is in effect. Actual shoreland jurisdiction measurements are coordinated 
through the County Zoning Department.  
 
There are approximately 22 named lakes and 35 unnamed lakes of various sizes within the Town of Lincoln. 
Major waterbodies include the Wisconsin River, Eagle River, Mud Creek, Watersmeet Lake, Catfish Lake, 
Eagle Lake, Yellow Birch Lake, Otter Lake, Lynx Lake, and Duck Lake. Combined, these waterbodies are 
significant attractions, which contribute to the entire area’s tax base and trades. 
 
The Town of Lincoln is part of three watersheds, including the Tamarack Pioneer River Watershed, the 
Eagle River Watershed, and the Sugar Camp Creek Watershed. All surface water and groundwater 
discharge moves through each watershed and eventually enters the Wisconsin River.  
 
Outstanding and Exceptional Resource Waters 
Outstanding Resource Waters (ORW’s) and Exceptional Resource Waters (ERW’s) share many of the 
same environmental and ecological characteristics. The primary difference between the two is that ORW’s 
typically do not have any direct point sources discharging pollutants directly to the water. In addition, any 
pollutant load discharged to an ORW must meet background water quality at all times. Exceptions are 
made for certain types of discharge situations to ERW’s to allow pollutant loads that are greater than 
background water quality when human health would otherwise be compromised. 
 
Within the Town of Lincoln, the Wisconsin River is listed as an Outstanding Resource Water, while there 
are no waterbodies within the Town listed as an Exceptional Resource Water. 
 

Impaired Waters 
Section 303(d) of the federal Clean Water Act requires states to develop a list of impaired waters, 
commonly referred to as the "303(d) list." A waterbody is considered impaired if a) the current water 
quality does not meet the numeric or narrative criteria in a water quality standard or b) the designated use 
that is described in Wisconsin Administrative Code is not being achieved. A documented methodology is 
used to articulate the approach used to list waters in Wisconsin. Every two years, states are required to 
submit a list of impaired waters to EPA for approval.  
 
Within the Town of Lincoln there are several waterbodies that were listed in the Wisconsin DNR’s latest 
assessment and listing of impaired waters in 2026. Impaired waters listed in the 303(d) list within the Town 
of Lincoln include Eagle Lake, Lynx Lake, Otter Lake, and Silver Lake. 
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Invasive Aquatic Species 
Surface water resources in Vilas County are threatened by the introduction of invasive aquatic species. These 
species out-compete native species and degrade habitats possibly by decreasing biodiversity from having less 
plant and animal species. A listing of documented cases of invasive aquatic species is provided below: 
 

• Catfish Lake – Eurasian Water-Milfoil, Chinese Mystery Snail, Rusty Crayfish 
• Cranberry Lake – Eurasian Water-Milfoil, Chinese Mystery Snail, Rusty Crayfish 
• Duck Lake – Eurasian Water-Milfoil, Banded Mystery Snail, Chinese Mystery Snail, Rusty Crayfish 
• Eagle Lake – Eurasian Water-Milfoil, Banded Mystery Snail, Chinese Mystery Snail, Rusty Crayfish 
• Loon Lake – Chinese Mystery Snail 
• Lynx Lake – Eurasian Water-Milfoil, Banded Mystery Snail, Chinese Mystery Snail 
• Meta Lake – Chinese Mystery Snail 
• Otter Lake – Eurasian Water-Milfoil, Banded Mystery Snail, Chinese Mystery Snail, Rusty Crayfish 
• Silver Lake – Eurasian Water-Milfoil, Banded Mystery Snail, Chinese Mystery Snail, Purple 

Loosestrife 
• Watersmeet Lake – Eurasian Water-Milfoil, Rusty Crayfish, Purple Loosestrife 
• Yellow Birch Lake – Eurasian Water-Milfoil, Banded Mystery Snail, Chinese Mystery Snail, Rusty 

Crayfish, Purple Loosestrife 
• Wisconsin River – Eurasian Water-Milfoil, Curly-Leaf Pondweed, Chinese Mystery Snail, Rusty 

Crayfish 
• Eagle River – Banded Mystery Snail, Chinese Mystery Snail, Purple Loosestrife, Rusty Crayfish 
• Reed Canary Grass – Located in portions of the Town 

 
Wetlands 
Wetlands perform many indispensable roles in the proper function of the hydrologic cycle and local 
ecological systems. In terms of hazard mitigation, they act as water storage devices in times of high water. 
Like sponges, wetlands are able to absorb excess water and release it back into the watershed slowly, 
preventing flooding and minimizing flood damage. As more impermeable surfaces are developed, this 
excess capacity for water runoff storage becomes increasingly important. 
 
Wetland plants and soils have the capacity to store and filter pollutants ranging from pesticides to animal 
wastes. Calm wetland waters, with their flat surface and flow characteristics, allow particles of toxins and 
nutrients to settle out of the water column. Plants take up certain nutrients from the water. Other 
substances can be stored or transformed to a less toxic state within wetlands. As a result, the lakes, rivers 
and streams are cleaner. 
 
Wetlands that filter or store sediments or nutrients for extended periods may undergo fundamental 
changes. Sediments will eventually fill in wetlands and nutrients will eventually modify the vegetation. Such 
changes may result in the loss of this function over time. Eradication of wetlands can occur through the 
use of fill material. This can destroy the hydrological function of the site and open the area to improper 
development. The WDNR has promulgated minimum standards for managing wetlands. Wetlands cover 
about 24 percent of the Town, as there are 5,582 acres of wetlands within the Town. Wetlands located 
within the Town of Lincoln were mapped from the WI DNR Wetlands Inventory and are shown in the 
Natural Resources Map. 
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Floodplains 
A floodplain is generally defined as land where there is a one percent chance of flooding in any year. The 
primary value of floodplains is their role in natural flood control. Flood plains represent areas where excess 
water can be accommodated whether through drainage by streams or through storage by wetlands and 
other natural detention/retention areas. Specific areas that will be inundated will depend upon the amount 
of water, the distance and speed that water travels, and the topography of the area. If uninterrupted by 
development, the areas shown on a map as floodplains should be able to handle the severest 
(regional) flood, i.e. those that have a probability of occurring once every one-hundred years. Floodplains 
located within the Town are shown in the Natural Resources Map. 
 
Groundwater 
Groundwater is water that occupies void spaces between soil particle or cracks in the rock below the land 
surface. It originates as precipitation that infiltrated into the ground. The type of soil and bedrock that a 
well is drilled into often determines water’s pH, saturation index, and the amount of hardness or alkalinity 
in water. The type of soil and bedrock in a region also determines how quickly contaminants can reach 
groundwater. 
 
Groundwater is an important resource since it is used for all domestic, agricultural, and commercial purposes 
in the Town. Most groundwater in Vilas County is obtained from sand and gravel aquifers. Groundwater 
quality in Vilas County and the Town of Lincoln is generally good. Local differences in quality are the result 
of the composition, solubility, and surface of the soil and rock through which the water moves, and the 
length of time that the water is in contact with these materials.  The main constituents in the water are 
calcium, magnesium, and bicarbonate ions.  Mainly in the moraines, the water is hard.  A high content of iron 
is a problem in many wells, but it is not a health hazard. 
 
While groundwater quality might be generally good at present it is important to factor in the potential for 
contamination. Five physical resource characteristics were identified as important in determining how easily 
a contaminant can be carried through overlying materials to the groundwater. These characteristics are 
depth to bedrock, type of bedrock, soil characteristics, depth to water table and characteristics of surficial 
deposits. It is important to note that the water table is very high within the Town of Lincoln, making it very 
susceptible to contamination. 
 
Many land use activities have the potential to impact the quality of groundwater. A landfill may leach 
contaminants into the ground that end up contaminating groundwater. Gasoline may leak from an 
underground storage tank into groundwater. Fertilizers and pesticides can seep into the ground from 
application on farm fields, golf courses, or lawns. Leaking fluids from cars in junkyards, intentional dumping 
or accidental spills of paint, used motor oil, or other chemicals on the ground can result in contaminated 
groundwater. 
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Land Resources 
 
Topography and Geology 
Vilas County is in the Northern Highlands physiographic region of Wisconsin where crystalline rock is 
overlain by thick glacial deposits. The Town and County were covered by glacial ice during the most recent 
glaciation period. Glacial activity formed several distinct types of glacial deposits such as end moraine and 
glacial ground moraine. End moraine deposits are composed of glacial till which is an unsorted mixture of 
gravel, sand, silt, clay, and occasional boulders. Adjacent to the end moraine deposits are glacial ground 
moraine deposits. A glacial ground moraine is also composed of till and gives rise to the rolling undulated 
type topography. 
 
Forests 
Forests play a key role in the protection of environmentally sensitive areas like steep slopes, shorelands, 
wetlands, and flood plains. Expansive forests provide recreational opportunities, aesthetic benefits, and 
economic development. 
 
The pre-settlement composition of forestland in the Town of Lincoln was a mix of conifer and deciduous 
tree species that included hemlock, sugar maple, yellow birch, jack pine, scrub (Hill's oak), and beech, with 
white pine and red pine throughout. All forests are dynamic, always changing from one stage to another, 
influenced by natural forces and humans. Changes can be subtle and occur over long periods, or can happen 
in seconds from a timber harvest, windstorm, or fire. 
 
The Town of Lincoln, like Vilas County and most other northern Wisconsin counties, is comprised primarily 
of significant tracts of woodlands and forest cover. Overall, forest cover comprises over 60 percent of the 
Town’s total area. Woodlands and forest areas within the Town are owned and managed by several different 
entities, including public, conservation/educational organizations, and private landholders. The majority of 
publicly-owned land within the Town is owned by the Wisconsin Board of Commissioners of Public Lands, 
which mainly uses these lands for educational and timber production purposes. Vilas County also owns a 
sizable amount of land, which is mostly included in the Vilas County Forest. 
 
The majority of woodlands within the Town are privately-owned. Some private woodlands in the County 
are enrolled in Managed Forest Law (MFL). This program provides a low annual tax rate per acre and requires 
a management plan for the property that must include some harvesting along with allowing some public uses 
based on acreage thresholds.  When timber is harvested from MFL properties, a harvest tax is also assessed. 
This provides an incentive to keep woodlots in active production and allows some community access to the 
site in exchange for greatly reduced taxes. See the programs section at the end of this chapter for more 
detail on this program. 
 
Metallic & Non-Metallic Resources 
There are currently four active non-metallic mines located within the Town of Lincoln. There are also three 
active non-metallic mines located nearby in the Town of Washington. 
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Environmentally Sensitive Areas 

Environmentally sensitive areas are typically defined by the local jurisdiction and often include many of the 
areas referred to in this section such as special groundwater protection areas, threatened or endangered 
species habitat, floodplains, wetlands and other unique or special resources where encroachment or 
development could have negative consequences. Some potentially sensitive areas are discussed below. 
 
Redevelopment is the reuse of a parcel of land.  Within the Town there are four sites identified by the 
WDNR Internet database known as the Bureau of Remediation and Redevelopment Tracking System 
(BRRTS). All four of these sites have a closed status with the DNR indicating that they have been remediated 
to DNR standards. Sites identified by this database were contaminated or potentially contaminated sites 
with their prior use.  
 
 

Rare Species & Natural Communities 
 
As of February 2026, there were four occurrences of endangered resources (rare, threatened, or endangered 
species of plants & animals, and high-quality natural communities) in the Town of Lincoln as identified in the 
Wisconsin Natural Heritage Inventory, as shown in Table 9. Wisconsin's biodiversity goals are to identify, 
protect and manage native plants, animals, and natural communities from the very common to critically 
endangered for present and future generations. Knowledge, appreciation, and stewardship of Wisconsin's 
native species and ecosystems are critical to their survival and greater benefit to society. 
 

Table 9: Rare Species & Natural Communities 
Common Name Status Group 

Bald Eagle - Bird 
Spruce Grouse THR Bird 
Swainson’s Thrush SC/M Bird 
Snail-seed Pondweed SC Plant 
Source: Wisconsin Natural Heritage Inventory 

 
Vilas, Oneida, and Iron Counties harbor one of the highest concentrations of lakes in the world. Although 
most of the privately owned lake shoreline in these counties is developed, a pocketed of mostly undeveloped 
or lightly developed lakes exists along the border with Michigan's Upper Peninsula. These lakes support an 
unusually diverse and high-quality assemblage of aquatic natural communities.  
 
The Border Lakes Region is flanked by the Northern Highland American Legion (NH-AL) State Forest, several 
large County Forest properties, the Nicolet National Forest, and Michigan's Ottawa National Forest. This 
area harbors a high-quality forest complex with several patches of old-growth forest. Numerous rare bird 
and plant species are known to exist here.  
 
Protection of this unique mosaic of lakes, wetlands, and upland forests—with its significant water quality, 
fisheries, wildlife, and forestry resources—is important to maintaining the biological diversity and recreational 
opportunities of northern Wisconsin. 
 

Status Definitions 
 

• THR – Threatened 

• SC – Special Concern 

• SC/M – Fully Protected 

under Migratory Bird Act 
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Soils & Productive Agricultural Resources 
 
Soil is composed of varying proportions of sand, gravel, silt, clay, and organic material. The soils in the Town 
primarily result from glacial till, glacial outwash, or glaciolacustrine deposits, and a few formed from organic 
material. There is little agricultural activity within the Town and its surrounding area.  
 
A detailed study of all the soils in Vilas County was developed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil 
Conservation Service. As part of that study, soils were identified in terms of both generalized soil 
associations, or predominant soil patterns, and specific detailed soils. 
 
Soil associations that are present within the Town include the Rubicon-Sayner-Karlin, Padus-Pence, 
Keweenaw-Karlin, and Croswell-Dawson-AugGres associations. Rubicon-Sayner-Karlin soils are mainly 
used for woodlands, Padus-Pence soils are both used for and suited for woodlands and residential 
development, Keweenaw-Karlin soils mostly contain woodlands with Karlin soils being suited for residential 
development in areas with lower slopes, and Croswell-Dawson-AuGres soils are used for woodlands and 
wetlands. 
 
Historically, agriculture has not played a major role in the Town of Lincoln, and this holds true today as 
about 1,059 acres of land, or about 4.5 percent of the Town’s land base, is currently being used for 
agricultural purposes. Current agricultural uses are mainly present in the northwest portion of the Town. 
 

Historical & Cultural Resources 
 

Historic Properties 
 
The National Register of Historic Places recognizes properties of local, state, and national significance. 
Properties are listed in the National Register because of 1) their associations with significant persons or 
events, 2) because they contain important information about our history or prehistory, or 3) because of 
their architectural or engineering significance. The National Register also lists important groupings of 
properties as historic districts. In addition, the National Park Service highlights properties that have 
significance to the nation as a whole by conferring them the status of National Historic Landmark.  
 
The Wisconsin State Register of Historic Places parallels the National Register. It is designed to enable 
state-level historic preservation protection and benefits. Most of the properties in Wisconsin listed in the 
National Register are also listed in the State Register. The Historic Eagle River Stadium is listed on the 
National and State Registers of Historic Places. 
 
The Wisconsin Architecture & History Inventory (AHI), provided by the Wisconsin Historical Society, lists 
historical and architectural information on properties in Wisconsin. The AHI contains data on buildings, 
structures and objects that illustrate Wisconsin’s unique history. The majority of properties listed are 
privately owned. Listed properties convey no special status, rights or benefits. There are 72 properties 
listed in the AHI within the Town of Lincoln. 
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Cultural Resources 
 
The counties of Vilas and Oneida together hold the highest concentration of freshwater lakes in the world, 
and contain the Eagle River Chain of Lakes, which is the world’s largest inland chain of lakes. Vilas County, 
including the Town of Lincoln, is also located in the heart of Wisconsin’s beautiful Northwoods. Due to 
the abundance of forests and lakes, the area is a popular tourist destination. 
 
 

Natural, Agricultural, and Cultural Resources Programs 
 
There are a variety of programs available to the Town related to natural, agricultural, and cultural 
resources. Some of these are identified below. The following list is not all-inclusive. For specific program 
information, the agency or group that offers the program should be contacted. 
 
Aquatic Habitat Protection Program 
The WDNR provides basic aquatic habitat protection services through their staff. Staff members include 
Water Management (Regulation) Specialists, Zoning Specialists, Rivers (Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission-FERC) Specialists, Lakes Specialists, Water Management Engineers, and their assistants 
(LTEs). The program assists with water regulation permits, zoning assistance, coordination of rivers, lake 
management, and engineering. 
 
County Conservation Aids 
Funds are available to carry out programs for fish or wildlife management projects as per §23.09 (12), Wis. 
Stats. and NR 50, Wis. Adm. Code. Projects related to providing improved fish or wildlife habitat or 
projects related to hunter/angler facilities are eligible. Projects that enhance fish and wildlife habitat or 
fishing and hunting facilities have priority. Contact the WDNR for further information. 
 
Discovery Farms Program 
Discovery Farms is a program administered by UW-Extension that works with over 40 farmers across the 
state of Wisconsin.  The program’s mission is to “develop on-farm and related research to determine the 
economic and environmental effects of agricultural practices on a diverse group of Wisconsin farms; and 
educates and improves communications among the agricultural community, consumers, researchers and 
policymakers to better identify and implement effective environmental management practices that are 
compatible with profitable agriculture.”  On-Farm projects fall under one the following categories:  
Nitrogen Use Efficiency, Tile Monitoring, Leachate Collection Systems, Watershed water quality, and Edge-
of-Field Runoff Monitoring. 
 
Drinking Water and Groundwater Program 
This WDNR program is responsible for assuring safe, high quality drinking water and for protecting 
groundwater. This is achieved by enforcing minimum well construction and pump installation requirements, 
conducting surveys and inspections of water systems, the investigation and sampling of drinking water 
quality problems, and requiring drinking water quality monitoring and reporting. A team of specialists, 
engineers, hydrogeologists, and a program expert and program assistants staff the program. WDNR staff 
provide assistance to public and private well owners to help solve water quality complaints and water 
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system problems. They also provide interested citizens with informational or educational materials about 
drinking water supplies and groundwater. 
 
Endangered Resources Program 
The DNR’s Endangered Resources staff provides expertise and advice on endangered resources. They 
manage the Natural Heritage Inventory Program (NHI), which is used to determine the existence and 
location of native plant and animal communities and Endangered or Threatened Species of Special Concern. 
The NHI helps identify and prioritize areas suitable for State Natural Area (SNA) designation, provides 
information needed for feasibility studies and master plans, and maintains the list of endangered and 
threatened species. All management activities conducted by Wildlife Management and Forestry staff must 
be reviewed to determine the impact on NHI-designated species. A permit for the incidental take of an 
Endangered or Threatened species is required under the State Endangered Species Law. The Endangered 
Resources Program oversees the permit process, reviews applications and makes permit decisions. Funding 
for the Endangered Species Program comes from a number of sources, including tax checkoff revenue, 
license plates, general program revenues (GPR), gaming revenue, Natural Heritage Inventory chargebacks, 
wild rice permits, general gifts and Pittman Robertson grants. 
 
Family Forest Carbon Program 
The Family Forest Carbon Program enables private forest owners across 19 states, including Wisconsin, 
to access the voluntary carbon market, a growing market that has been traditionally inaccessible to smaller 
forest owners, providing landowners with income they can use toward forest management costs or to help 
pay property taxes. 
 
Fisheries Management Program 
The WI DNR funds this program primarily through the sale of hunting and fishing licenses. The program 
assists with fishery surveys, fish habitat improvement/protection, and fish community manipulation. This 
program may also be used to fund public relations events and a variety of permitting and administrative 
activities involving fisheries. 
 
Private Forestry 
The WI DNR’s goal is to motivate private forest landowners to practice sustainable forestry by providing 
technical forestry assistance, state and federal cost-sharing on management practices, sale of state 
produced nursery stock for reforestation, enrollment in Wisconsin’s Forest Tax Law Programs, advice for 
the protection of endangered and threatened species, and assistance with forest disease and insect 
problems. Each county has at least one Department forester assigned to respond to requests for private 
forestland assistance. These foresters also provide educational programs for landowners, schools, and the 
general public.  
 
Managed Forest Law (MFL)  
The purpose of the MFL is to promote good forest management through property tax incentives. 
Management practices are required by way of an approved forest management plan. Landowners with a 
minimum of 20 contiguous acres (80% must be capable of producing merchantable timber) are eligible and 
may contract for 25 or 50 years. Open lands must allow hunting, fishing, hiking, cross-country skiing, and 
sight-seeing; however, up to 320 acres per township may be closed to public access by the landowner. 
Contact the WDNR for further information. 
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Nonpoint Source Program (NSP) 
Wisconsin’s NPS Program, through a comprehensive network of federal, state and local agencies working 
in partnership with other organizations and citizens, addresses the significant nonpoint sources in the state. 
This program combines voluntary and regulatory approaches with financial and technical assistance. 
Abatement activities include agriculture, urban, forestry, wetlands and hydrologic modifications. The core 
activities of the program — research, monitoring, data assessment and management, regulation and 
enforcement, financial and technical assistance, education and outreach and public involvement — work to 
address current water quality impairments and prevent future threats caused by NPS pollution.   
 
NRCS Conservation Programs 
The USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) natural resources conservation programs 
help people reduce soil erosion, enhance water supplies, improve water quality, increase wildlife habitat, 
and reduce damages caused by floods and other natural disasters.  NRCS provides funding opportunities 
for agricultural producers and other landowners through these programs: 
 

• Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) 
• Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) 
• Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) by USDA's Farm Service Agency 
• Healthy Forests Reserve Program 
• Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
• Small, Limited, and Beginning Farmer Assistance 
• Working Lands for Wildlife 

 
Parks and Recreation Program  
The WDNR gets it’s authority for administering the Parks and Recreation Program from Chapter 27 
Wisconsin Statutes. This program provides assistance in the development of public parks and recreation 
facilities. Funding sources include: the general fund, the Stewardship Program, Land and Water 
Conservation fund (LAWCON), and program revenue funds. 
 
Producer-Led Watershed Protection Grants 
The Department of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection (DATCP) provides funding to producer-
led groups that focus on nonpoint source pollution abatement activities through the Producer-Led 
Watershed Protection Grant Program (PLWPG).  The goal is to improve Wisconsin's soil and water quality 
by supporting and advancing producer-led conservation solutions by increasing on the ground practices 
and farmer participation in these efforts. 
 
Stewardship Grants for Nonprofit Conservation Organizations 
Nonprofit conservation organizations are eligible to obtain funding for the acquisition of land or easements 
for conservation purposes and restoration of wildlife habitat. Priorities include acquisition of wildlife 
habitat, acquisition of lands with special scientific or ecological value, protection of rare and endangered 
habitats and species, acquisition of stream corridors, acquisition of land for state trails including the Ice 
Age Trail and North Country Trail, and restoration of wetlands and grasslands. Eligible types of projects 
include fee simple and easement acquisitions and habitat restoration projects. Contact the WDNR for 
further information. 
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Wastewater Program 
The Department of Natural Resources provides this program to address point and non-point source 
pollution control. Operating funds for this program come from the federal government’s Clean Water Act 
funding as well as state general program revenues. The core work of this program involves the issuance of 
wastewater discharge permits that discharge directly to surface or groundwater and enforcing the 
requirements of these permits. The program closely monitors the impacts of industry, septic tanks, sludge, 
and stormwater on the environment. Pretreatment plants for wastewater are offered economic assistance 
and provided with plan review services before the facility is established.  
 
Watershed Program 
The WDNR seeks to protect wild and domestic animals, recreational activities, natural flora and fauna, 
agriculture, business, and other land uses through watershed management. Funds to run this program are 
provided by the federal government through Clean Water Act and through state general program 
revenues. The program assists with watershed planning, water quality monitoring and modeling, and 
development of water quality standards and policy. 
 
Wetlands Reserve Program 
The Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) is a voluntary program which was established to restore wetlands 
on lands which were previously altered for agricultural use. The program is administered by the USDA 
Natural Resource Conservation Service in consultation with the Farm Service Agency and other federal 
agencies. 
 
Land is eligible for enrollment in the WRP if the landowner has owned that land for at least one year, and 
the land is restorable and suitable for wildlife benefits. Landowners may choose to restore wetlands with 
a permanent or 30-year easement or enter into a cost-share restoration agreement with the USDA. If a 
permanent easement is established, the landowner will receive payment up to the agricultural value of the 
land and 100% of the wetland restoration costs. The 30-year easement payment is just 75% of what would 
be provided for a permanent easement on the same site, and 75% of the restoration costs. Voluntary cost-
share restoration agreements are generally for a minimum of 10 years, and 75% of the cost of restoring 
the land to wetlands is provided. In all instances, landowners continue to control access to their land. 
 
Wildlife Management Program 
The DNR’s Bureau of Wildlife Management oversees a complex web of programs that incorporate state, 
federal and local initiatives primarily directed toward wildlife habitat management and enhancement. 
Programs include land acquisition, development and maintenance of State Wildlife Areas, and other wild 
land programs such as State Natural Areas. Wildlife Staff work closely with staff of state and county forests 
to maintain, enhance, and restore wildlife habitat. Wildlife Management staff conduct wildlife population 
and habitat surveys, prepare property needs analyses, develop basin wildlife management plans and 
collaborate with other DNR planning efforts such as Park, Forestry or Fishery Area Property Master Plans 
to assure sound habitat management. Funding comes from the federal government in the form of 
Endangered Species grants and Pittman-Robertson grants and from state government in the form of hunting 
and trapping license revenues, voluntary income tax contributions, general program revenue and 
Stewardship funds. 
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Wisconsin Fund  
Wisconsin Fund is a program by the Wisconsin Department of Commerce, Safety and Buildings Division. 
Grants are provided to homeowners and small commercial businesses to help offset a portion of the cost 
for the repair, rehabilitation, or replacement of existing failing Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment 
Systems (POWTS). Eligibility is based upon several criteria, including household income and age of the 
structure. 
 
Wisconsin State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), Wisconsin Historical Society 
This office is part of the Wisconsin Historical Society and serves as the principal historic preservation 
agency in the state.  In partnership with communities, organizations and individuals, the SHPO works to 
identify, interpret and preserve historic places for the benefit of present and future generations. 
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Goals and Objectives 
 
Goal: Maintain and enhance the aesthetic, ecological quality, function and other values of the land 
and water resources. 

 

Objectives: 

1. Discourage structural development within environmentally sensitive areas such as wetlands, 
floodplains, lowlands, and steep slopes. 

2. Encourage natural buffers and building setbacks between intensive uses and lake, stream, creek, and 
wetland areas. 

3. Promote established public health rules for on-site sewage systems. 

4. Protect wetlands and control erosion in shoreland areas. 

5. Encourage and provide assistance in the development and maintenance of lake associations and 
districts. 

6. Cooperate in efforts with Vilas County to address documented water quality degradation in lakes 
and streams. 

7. Encourage and support the development of comprehensive stream and lake management plans which 
include surveys, assessment and monitoring, and recommendations for restoration and 
improvement. 

8. Encourage site management practices (e.g. limit/phase clearing and grubbing), erosion control, and 
other measures designed to prevent rather than treat sediment and other pollutants from land 
disturbing activities and storm water runoff. 

9. Educate residents on the proper maintenance of septic systems, shoreland areas, and water 
conservation. 

10. Assess development impacts on natural features such as surface water, environmentally sensitive 
areas, wetlands, and natural areas. 

11. Assess development impacts on public well water sources to protect wellhead area(s) from 
contamination. 
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