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MEMORANDUM 
TO:  Pat Girtz, Town of Ainsworth 
CC:  Richard Guenther, Chair, Kathleen Koller, Clerk 
FROM: Darryl L. Landeau, AICP 
DATE: July 6,  2010 
RE:  Traffic Count Report 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The Town of Ainsworth requested traffic counting services from the North Central Wisconsin Regional 
Planning Commission for three locations within the Town.  These locations are described in Table 1. 
 
TABLE 1: Town of Ainsworth, Langlade County Traffic Counts, 2010  by NCWRPC 
Count # Count Location Location Description Counting Period 

1 Pickerel Lake Rd just north of Pine Point Road Thurs 6/10 - Tues 6/15 
2 Pickerel Lake Rd just south of Lake Agnes Road  Thurs 6/17 - Mon 6/21 
3 Pickerel Lake Rd midway between Lake Agnes and Walleye Rds Wed 6/23 - Thurs 6/24 

 
The Town requested specific information with regard to traffic speed and ATV volumes at different 
spots along Pickerel Lake Road.  The attached reports summarize the data from these sites.  For each 
location, there is a volume grand total report, with average hourly vehicle counts by lane direction and 
totals for the counting period, daily volume reports with lane direction and peaks, a classification grand 
totals report with totals combined for both directions by type of vehicle and time, daily classification 
reports, a speed grand total report with totals combined for both directions by speed group and time 
plus speed statistics, and daily speed reports. 
 
Note that our traffic counting equipment cannot specifically classify ATVs as a vehicle type.  However, 
due to the short wheelbase similar to a motorcycle or "bike", the equipment will count ATV hits as a 
"bike".   
 
At the first location, just north of Pine Point Road, traffic averaged about 515 vehicles per day.  The 
majority of vehicles counted were cars and pick-ups with a small percentage of larger trucks.  The 
equipment "counted" a total of 59 "bike" hits over the counting period; however, we suspect that the 
majority of these were likely ATVs.  The number of "bike"/ATVs peaked at 18 on both Thursday and 
Friday with zero on Tuesday.  
 
Average speed over the counting period was about 39 mph with a maximum speed of over 90 mph 
being recorded.  This came from 1 hit logged between noon and 1 pm on Thursday.  However, due to 
conditions at the site, it seems unlikely that this level of speed could be obtained, and therefore the data 
point more likely represents an error.  Maximum speeds on the other days are all within a range of 55 to 
60 mph.  Percentile speeds show that 90% of vehicles travel at 45.8 mph or less at this point.  About 
64% of vehicles range in speed between 33.9 and 43.9 mph.  About 14% of vehicles exceed 45 mph and 
less than 1/2% exceed 55 mph.  It appears the southbound direction has a greater propensity for 
speeding.   



 

 

 
At the second location, just south of Lake Agnes Road, traffic averaged about 624 vehicles per day.  The 
majority of vehicles counted were cars and pick-ups with a small percentage of larger trucks.  The 
equipment "counted" a total of 80 "bike" hits over the counting period; again, we suspect that the 
majority of these were likely ATVs.  The number of "bike"/ATVs peaked at 33 on Saturday with six on 
Monday.  
 
Average speed over the counting period was about 34 mph with a maximum speed of nearly 60 mph 
being recorded.  Maximum speeds on the other days are all within a range of 50 to 60 mph.  Percentile 
speeds show that 90% of vehicles travel at 40.3 mph or less at this point.  About 68% of vehicles range 
in speed between 29.2 and 39.2 mph.  About 2% of vehicles exceed 45 mph and only one vehicle 
exceeded 55 mph.  There was no notable difference in speeding between the northbound or southbound 
direction.   
 
At the third location, about midway between Lake Agnes Road and Walleye Road, traffic averaged about 
568 vehicles per day.  However, the counter equipment did fail at this site, leaving us without weekend 
data for like comparison to the other sites.  Only the Wednesday and Thursday data was useable.  The 
majority of vehicles counted were cars and pick-ups with a small percentage of larger trucks.  The 
equipment "counted" a total of 25 "bike" hits over the counting period; again, we suspect that the 
majority of these were likely ATVs.  The number of "bike"/ATVs hits was 10 on Wednesday and 15 on 
Thursday. 
 
Average speed over the counting period was about 35 mph with a maximum speed of nearly 60 mph 
being recorded.  Maximum speed was 59.6 mph on Wednesday and 58.4 mph on Thursday.  Percentile 
speeds show that 90% of vehicles travel at 43.2 mph or less at this point.  About 62% of vehicles range 
in speed between 31 and 41 mph.  About 6% of vehicles exceed 45 mph and less than 1/2% exceed 55 
mph.  There was no notable difference in speeding between the northbound or southbound direction.   
 
Due to the equipment failure and resulting weakening of the comparison between the third site and the 
first two, we are waving the fee for the third count location. 
 
If you have any questions about this memo or the traffic count data, please feel free to contact me at 
715-849-5510 ext 308 or dlandeau@ncwrpc.org.  It may be possible to use the software to further 
analyze the available data to answer specific questions you may have regarding speeding or "bike"/ATV 
use on this road.  We appreciate this opportunity to be of service to the Town of Ainsworth and look 
forward to assisting the Town again in the future.  Thank you. 




































































































