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STATE OF WISCONSIN ’
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
2811 Agricuiture Drive, P.O. Box 8911
Madison, WI 53708-8911

o : ‘ ) :
IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY SOIL ) DATCP DOCKET NO. 938-G- 12
EROSION CONTROL PLANS FOR ) LWCB DOCKET NO. 98-32-21-000-W
FOREST, ONEIDA AND VILAS COUNTIES ) WAIVER

The State of Wisconsin Departmeni of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
* depa_rtrrient"), ha_ving consulﬁqd the State of Wisconsin Land'and Watcr Conservation Boérd
("LWCB"), makes the foll@ﬁi_xlxg findings and conclusiéns and enters the following order under
S. ATCP 50.12(2)(b), Wis_.'Acim. :Code:-

. FINDINGS -

(.1_) 7 Under s. 92.i0, Stais._,_éind-.s;. ATCP 50.12(1), Wis. Adm. Code, counties are
required to prepare county soil erosion cOnﬁol i)lans for department approval by January 1,
1999, | A- county must comply with this requirement in order to, continue receiving soil and
wétcr resource management grants from the department. T'_he department must review and
approve county plans in cc;nsultation with the LWCB

| (2) Under s. ATCP 50,.12(1j(b), Wis. Adm. Code, the depértment may waive the
filing of a county sqil-crosion éontrol' plan if the department, after consulting the LWCB, finds
that cropland soil erosion is not a high priority prol‘)lcm in that county. The department's
finding may be based on a county board finding that cropland soil erosion is not a high priority
problem, or on other information Which the department considers relevant. ‘
(3) The County Boards of Forest, Oneida and Vilas Counties havg adopted resr,c-)lutions,:

finding that cropland soil erosion is not a high priority problem in those counties (see

resolutions attached).
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(4) The Northern Wisconsin Cropland Survey, dated February 1995, su.rveyed
cropland in Forest, Oneida and Vilas Counties, and found no acreage exceeding the tolerable
soil loss level.

(5) Based on findings (3) and (4), it does not appear that cropland soil erosion is a
high priority problem in Forest, Oneida and Vilas Counties. Those counties are not priority
soil erosion control counties under s. 92.10(3), Stats. |

(6) There is no compelling need for Forest, Oneida and Vilas Counties to prepare a
s0il erosion control plan under s. 92.10(6)(a)l. to 5., Stats., or s. ATCP 50.12,- Wis. Adm.
Code. However, those counties should comply with ss. 92.10(6)6. and 7., which are newly
_cr,,cated by 1997 Wis. Act 27.

| (7) The LWCB reviewed this matter at its meeting on December 1, 1998, and
endorsed the department's proposed findings, conclusions and order as contained in this
document.

CONCILUSIONS

(1) Under s. ATCP 50.12(1)(b), the departrqent_may waive the filing of éounty soilr
erosion controi plans by Forest, Oneida and Vilas Countiesl..
| (2) Based on the findings above, the dépa_rtment should issue a waiver that exempts
Forest, Oneida and Vilas Counfies_ from filing cropland soil erosion control plans under s..
92.10(6)(a)1. to 5., Stats énd s. ATCP 50.12, but does not exemptr'.them from their other

responsibilities under s. 92.10(6), Stats.



ORDER
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to.s. ATCP 50.10(1)(b), Wis. Adm.

Code, that:

(1) The department waives the filing of cropland soil erosion control plans under s.

92.10(6)(a)1. to 5., Stats., and s. ATCP 50.12, Wis._ Adm. Code, by Forest, Oneida and Vilas
Counties. |

(2) The waiver under sub. (1) does not exempt the counfies from the requirements
under . 92.10(6)(a)6. or 7. Nor does it exempt them from any other requirements which have

been imposed or may be imposed under ch. 92, Stats., or ch. ATCP 50, Wis. Adm. Code.

Dated this & & day of . Qu , 19 q?

STATE OF WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

By @ \VQ( I 108 (\‘

" Ben Brancel, Secretary




