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COLEMAN PEIFFER 
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1.) CALL TO ORDER: 

 

MR. LUSSOW called the meeting to order at 10:35 A.M. at the Wausau 

Business Incubator Center.  MR. SCHULER informed the committee that 

MR. IDSVOOG was unable to attend the meeting and offered his 

apologies. 

 

 

2.) AUDIENCE COMMENTS: 

  

MR. LUSSOW asked if there were any comments from the audience.  

There was none.  

 

 

3.) APPROVAL, ADDITIONS, OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA AS MAILED: 

 

MR. LUSSOW asked if there were any additions or corrections to the 

Agenda as mailed.  A motion was made by MR. RUDOLPH to approve 

the Agenda as mailed, and MR. WAFLE seconded this motion.  Motion 

carried.  

 

 

4.) APPROVAL, ADDITIONS, OR CORRECTIONS TO THE MINUTES OF THE 

PREVIOUS MEETING AS MAILED: 

 

MR. LUSSOW asked if there were any additions or corrections to the 

Minutes of the December meeting.  There being none, a motion was 

made by MR. RUDOLPH to approve the Minutes, and MR. NYE 

seconded this motion.  Motion carried. 

 

 

5.) BUSINESS & DISCUSSION: 

 

5.1 Overview of Process to Date 

 

MR. PEIFFER provided a brief overview of the two year livability process. 

The Steering Committee has met several times over the past two years. 

The NCWRPC was awarded a Federal Highway Administration grant to 

prepare the Regional Livability Plan (RLP). The grant concludes at the 

end of 2014. MR. PEIFFER noted that this is the final meeting of the 

Steering Committee and thanked the committee for their participation, 

guidance, and support during the entire process.  
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5.2 Distribute & Review Formatted Assessment Reports 

 

MR. PEIFFER distributed the four assessment reports. MR. PEIFFER briefly 

discussed each report and the information provided within the 

individual reports. MR. RUDOLPH questioned the use of the reports and 

asked if they would be included in the Regional Livability Report. MR. 

PEIFFER informed the committee that the reports are intended to be 

standalone documents; however, they serve as the foundation for the 

RLP. If communities are interested in more details, they can utilize the 

assessment reports.  

 

MR. PEIFFER mentioned that the assessment reports are on the website 

and may be included in the appendix of the RLP. The Steering 

Committee agreed that including them in the appendix would be a 

good idea. MR. RUDOLPH expressed his concern that the four reports 

would be lost and unused if they were not included somewhere in the 

RLP. The committee commented on the layout and format of the 

individual reports and felt they were well done.  

 

5.3 Review Regional Livability Plan (RLP) Draft 

 

MR. PEIFFER discussed the revised draft of the RLP and briefly went 

through the layout of the report. MR. PEIFFER discussed an addition to 

the report in the public participation section. Staff met with the young 

professionals group in Wausau recently where they discussed issues of 

livability in the region outlined in the RLP. The Steering Committee 

discussed the results of that meeting and many members suggested 

reaching out to other young professional organizations in the region; 

primarily Rhinelander and Wisconsin Rapids as they already have young 

professional groups. Mr. WAFLE identified Mauston as a potential option 

as well.  

 

MR. PEIFFER also mentioned a correction to the net migration tables in 

the report. The original description as incorrect and has been updated 

reflecting the correct numbers.  

 

MR. RUDOLPH and MR. LUSSOW identified some consistency errors 

within the report and recommended fixing any and all misspellings and 

inconsistencies in the report.  MR. RUDOLPH asked for an explanation on 

how the goals, objectives, and recommendations were to be used. MR. 

RUDOLPH’s also had concern over a lack of specific target based 

objectives and goals. MR. PEIFFER explained the intent of the plan as a 

tool for counties and communities to use when creating and updating 
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their own plans. Communities can use the RLP and identify their own 

individual targets. MR. RUDOLPH suggested creating a section that 

mentioned specific targets the region should work towards increasing 

livability. This will allow the commission to measure the success of the 

plan over the next 10 years MR. NYE suggested adding a 

recommendation to address the use of large farm equipment on rural 

roads and the safety of bicycles and pedestrians.  

 

MR. SCHULER asked if there was a definition of “rural” that would help 

communities identify which set of recommendations were for them. 

Currently, there is a census definition in the demographics section of 

the report. MR. PEIFFER explained that the census definition was not 

considered when identifying rural and urban recommendations and 

that it would be up to individual communities to decide whether they 

were urban or rural. MR. SCHULER recommended adding a paragraph 

in the goals section explaining that communities will need to decide if 

they are rural or urban.  This section of the RLP will be revised. 

 

MR. HAFERMAN recommended adding a brief paragraph at the 

beginning of the report describing the NCWRPC. MR. NYE also asked to 

identify and define the sub-regions used in the key issues and 

demographics section. The committee suggested adding an annual 

report by staff on livability and the progress the region is making based 

on key indicators at the annual commission meeting. 

 

MR. RUDOLPH provided positive feedback about the plan overall and 

questioned how we better inform communities and counties about this 

plan and encourage them to utilize the plan. MR. SCHULER discussed 

how he intended to use this document with his county officials. The 

committee agreed that the document would be useful to local and 

county leaders. The commission will need to promote and educate 

leadership about the RLP and livability in the region.  

 

MR. RUDOLPH asked that the NCWRPC provide printed copies to all 

county supervisors. MR. LAWRENCE will review the budget and see if the 

budget can accommodate the request.  MR. LAWRENCE stated that 

staff would revise and update all of the sections mentioned and the 

final RLP would be formatted to include all tables and maps. 
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5.4 Resolution #1- Recommending Approval of RLP 

 

MR. NYE moved to recommend approval of the RLP with 

recommended changes, second by MR. RUDOLPH. Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

5.5 Next Steps 

 

MR. LAWRENCE reviewed the next steps in the RLP process. Staff will edit 

and review the document for errors and inconsistencies and make the 

necessary changes. Report will then be sent out to be formatted and 

finalized. A public hearing will coincide with the January NCWRPC 

meeting.  At the April NCWRPC meeting it is anticipated that the 

Regional Livability Plan will be considered for adoption. Upon adoption, 

copies will be made and distribution will take place to local, county, 

regional, and state leaders. 

 

6.) ADJOURNMENT: 

 

MR. LUSSOW called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:00 P.M.  

MR. RUDOLPH made the motion to adjourn, seconded by MR. NYE.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NORTH CENTRAL WISCONSIN REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGIONAL LIVABILITY PLAN COMMITTEE 

 

 

Unofficial - Not Adopted 

 


