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Chapter 11:  Recreation, Tourism, and Cultural Resources 
 

This chapter describes the recreation amenities, tourism and visitor facilities, and cultural resources in 

Marathon County. The recreation amenities consist primarily of a strong county park and forest unit 

system, as well as several prominent state and private facilities. Tourism is an economic driver in 

Marathon County, so attention is paid to current tourist attractors and opportunities for expansion. The 

cultural resources section includes a history of Marathon County and catalogues the historic properties 

and sites within the county as well as arts and performing arts spaces. 

 

Previous Plans and Studies 

 

Marathon County Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (CORP) 

The Marathon County Board, Wausau/Marathon County Park Commission, Forestry, Recreation, and 

Zoning Committee developed the plan. It was effective through the years of 2007-2012. The overall goal 

of the plan is “to provide a park and forest recreation system that will meet the needs of our current and 

future generations, preserve and protect the County’s open space, water, historical, cultural, and natural 

resources; and provide recreation opportunities that are designed to enhance the County’s quality of life”. 

 

LIFE Report 

The LIFE Report is a joint effort of Marathon County and the United Way and is produced every two 

years. The purpose of the report is to acknowledge community strengths, identify community challenges, 

and serve as a catalyst for change by advancing community conversations and partnerships around the 

Calls for Action. This report covers a wide range of topics and specifically addresses the impact tourism 

has had in Marathon County.  

 

Wisconsin Land Legacy Report 

The Wisconsin Land Legacy Report was created by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

This plan was adopted in 2006 and will be active for 50 years. The report specifically identifies 229 

natural areas that meet the needs Wisconsin’s conservation and recreational needs. In the report identifies 

a number of areas in Marathon County with recreational opportunities.  

 

Ice Age National Scenic Trail Corridor Plan and Environmental Assessment  

The Ice Age National Scenic Trail Corridor Plan was prepared in 2013 by the Ice Age Trail Alliance, 

North Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 

and the National Park Service. The purpose of the document was to create and establish a 40-45 mile 

corridor running through Marathon County for the Ice Age National Trail. 

 

County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan (2006) 

The Marathon County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan is a management guide for the Marathon 

County forest through the year 2020. The mission of the plan is to manage and protect natural resources 

on a sustainable basis for ecological, economic, educational, recreational, and research needs of present 

and future generations. 
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Historic Preservation Plan for Wausau City, WI 

In 1999, the Historic Landmark Commission of the City of Wausau adopted the Historic Preservation 

Plan. The intention of the plan was to preserve historical sites and building in Wausau. The goals 

proposed in the plans focus on preservation, education, and awareness. 

 

Recreation 

 

Marathon County has a substantial system of County parks, with a history dating back to the early 

decades of the twentieth century of providing well designed and maintained parks for the enjoyment of 

County residents. The system consists of eighteen County parks with a total of over 3,400 acres 

administered and maintained by the Wausau and Marathon County Parks, Recreation, and Forestry 

Department. Marathon County also owns and maintains nine County forest units, all of which are open to 

the public for recreational purposes. The County forest covers a total of 29,937 acres of land. 

 

The Wausau and Marathon County Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department is organized in 

partnership with the City of Wausau to plan and maintain the City's system of 37 parks. The County 

system also works in partnership with private recreational leagues and organizations to coordinate the use 

of County facilities for active recreation, but the County does not provide active recreational 

programming itself. During the 1990s, the County has transferred ownership and responsibility to local 

units of government for some parks that served specific community needs in Weston, Athens, Elderon, 

Easton, and the Town of Eau Pleine.  

 

The County plans to concentrate its efforts and resources on fewer, larger parks, having either exceptional 

natural features or special use facilities. The primary mission of the Wausau and Marathon County Parks, 

Recreation, and Forestry Department is to serve the recreational needs of Marathon County residents and 

conserve the County’s unique natural resources. 

 

Parks, Trails and Open Space 

 

The primary components of the parks and recreation lands in Marathon County include County parks and 

forest units, State parks, trails, wildlife areas, and municipal parks. Combined these add to the outdoor 

recreation opportunities available to area residents and visitors.  See the Recreation Areas Map. 

 

Map 11-1:  Recreation Areas 

 

County Parks 

 

Marathon County parks have a unique style that reflects the geology and geography of the County, and 

the history of the park system. Many of the County parks are built along rivers or river impoundments, 

which form reservoirs that provide opportunities for swimming and fishing. The first director of Marathon 

County parks department worked for the United States Forest Service and brought the Federal stylistic 

identity to Marathon County parks, characterized by use of materials common to the area (e.g., timber and 

granite) and rustic designs. Many of the system's parks still have vintage CCC-era shelters, which the 
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department works to maintain. In fact, some buildings at the County fairgrounds in Marathon Park are 

listed on the National Architectural Register. Parking lots are often surrounded by small granite boulders. 

 

Figure 11-1 provides details about all of the parks and forest units in the County system, including their 

locations, size, and key features.  Parks and forest units are also displayed on the Recreation Areas map. 

 

Figure 11-1:  Marathon County Parks and Forest Units 

 

County Forest Units 

 

Marathon County owns and maintains nine County forest units; all are open to the public for recreational 

purposes. The forest units are popular for timber management, hunting, fishing, cross country skiing, 

mountain biking, horseback riding, snowmobiling, hiking, bird watching, and camping. The County seeks 

to balance the recreational uses of its forests with timber production. See the Recreation Areas Map. 

 

Marathon County has a Comprehensive Land Use Plan to guide management of the County’s forests 

through the year 2020.  The mission of the plan is to manage and protect natural resources on a 

sustainable basis for ecological, economic, educational, recreational, and research needs of present and 

future generations.  See the Natural Resources chapter for more information on County forest 

management. 

 

State and Federal Park, Trail and Wildlife Areas 

 

In addition to the parks and forest units owned and maintained by the County, there are several State 

owned recreation facilities and natural areas in Marathon County. Rib Mountain State Park, located in the 

Town of Rib Mountain, features picnic areas, hiking trails, cross country ski trails, hunting, and two 

observation decks. The Ice Age National Scenic Trail travels through the eastern side of the County, with 

about 35 miles of completed trails and connecting to the Dells of the Eau Claire County Park.  The 

McMillan Marsh Wildlife Area covers 4,172 acres and contains bicycle and hiking trails.  The George W. 

Mead Wildlife Area is a conservation and recreation area of over 33,000 acres by the Little Eau Pleine 

River and is open for public hiking, hunting, and fishing.  The Plover River State Fishery Area consists of 

1,405 acres of land along the Plover River, providing public access for fishing. 

 

Special Regional Recreation Facilities 

 

There are several unique recreational facilities, mostly located in the Wausau metro area, that serve the 

larger region and County. These include: 

 

Wausau Whitewater Kayak Park – Located along the downtown riverfront, utilizes the east channel of the 

Wisconsin River that includes natural rapids and dam-controlled water flow as a whitewater kayak race 

course.  The course has developed into one of the best slalom and freestyle courses in the nation and 

Wausau’s whitewater program has been named a Center of Excellence by the United States Canoe and 

Kayak Team, making it a top U.S. Training site.  Spectator seating and trails have been developed along 

the course, which is within easy walking distance from downtown Wausau. 
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Historic Athletic Park – Located in a residential neighborhood in the City of Wausau, the original CCC 

built granite perimeter stadium wall dates to 1936.  The stadium was renovated with a new grandstand, 

retail store, and luxury suites in 2014.  The park is the home of the Wisconsin Woodchucks, a summer 

collegiate baseball team in the Northwood’s League. 

 

Granite Peak – This private downhill skiing area, located within the Rib Mountain State Park, includes 

numerous runs, six lifts, a renovated chalet dating from 1938, a contemporary chalet, and a ski school. 

 

Nine Mile County Forest Recreation Area – This is the most popular unit in the county forest system with 

just under 5,000 acres. Nine Mile accommodates multiple uses including sustainable timber harvests, 

hunting, mountain biking, cross-country skiing, horseback riding, hiking, snowmobiling, and 

snowshoeing. It also contains the Duane L. Corbin Shooting Range Park for target and trap shooting as 

well as archery. Nine Mile also hosts recreational competitions each year including summer and winter 

mountain bike races, cross-country ski races, and local school cross country races. 

 

Rivers Edge Parkway – A master plan to establish a bicycle/pedestrian trail along the banks of the 

Wisconsin River through the City of Wausau was adopted in June 1995.  The Rivers Edge Master Plan 

outlines a long-range (20-30 year) framework for improving access to the riverfront and enhancing the 

riverfront environment.  While the master plan technically only includes the City of Wausau, interest is 

growing in communities throughout the Wausau metro area to work cooperatively to establish a 

connected trail system that will eventually extend the length of the Wisconsin River valley through the 

metro area and beyond.  To date, slightly over 3 miles of trail have been constructed, mostly along the 

downtown riverfront.  There is also broad community support for connecting the riverfront trail system 

with the Mountain-Bay state trail and other local municipal trail systems. 

 

Forest Tax Law Land – An estimated one-third of Marathon County land area is forested. Approximately 

100,000 acres of private woodlands are set aside under the Managed Forest Law or Forest Crop Law 

programs administered by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WisDNR). Under the Law, 

some of this private land must be open to the public. Open lands under the Managed Forest Law program 

allow for hunting, fishing, hiking, sight-seeing, and cross-country skiing. Open lands under the Forest 

Crop law allow for public hunting and fishing. Not all land under these laws are open to the public. The 

WisDNR website has a mapping application which displays open lands. 

 

Park System Needs  

 

The Marathon County Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan for 2007-2012 is intended to provide 

guidance to County staff and officials in the acquisition, development and programming of County parks, 

forests, and special recreation areas.  The plan provides recreational needs analysis, recreation issue 

identification, and an action plan for development to meet the needs of the residents of Marathon County.  

The Plan makes the County eligible for various state and federal grant and aid funding programs.  

 

The current plan identified several needs related to parks and recreation and outlines several actions to 

address those needs. The identified needs are summarized below. 
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 Acreage Needs – According to the plan, 531 additional acres of active use recreation area are needed 

to meet current user needs and an additional 655 acres will be needed to meet user needs through 

2020. 

 Service Area Needs – Most of Marathon County is well served by existing parks and forest recreation 

units. However, the plan identifies two areas in the County that are not adequately served by County 

parks and forests. One is the area between Spencer and Marshfield, which lacks a County park. The 

second area with a service deficiency is the Knowlton/Lake DuBay area. The main public shoreland 

and boat launch to Lake DuBay is at DuBay County Park in Portage County.  Ashley Park in 

Knowlton was identified as needing improved access to the park and access to Lake DuBay, which 

currently does not have a swimming beach. The County would like to acquire land on Lake DuBay to 

address these needs.  

 Recreational Study and Resource Protection Needs – There is a need at the state, regional and county 

level to consider provision of additional facilities to accommodate trail use activities and access to 

water resources. The plan also identifies the need to develop land management plans, lake 

management plans, and river management plans for certain areas. 

 Facility Needs – Master plans are needed for all major park properties and “base” recreation facilities 

(access roads, parking, restrooms, drinking water, etc.) should be provided in all County parks. 

Areas of High Demand  

 

High demand for certain recreation facilities or opportunities underscores the need to balance the desire to 

meet growing demands given limited budgets, while minimizing use conflicts and resource impacts. 

 

Water Based Recreation 

As the number of people participating in water based recreation grows, providing more or improving 

existing access to water resources has become a priority.  Concerns have also been expressed regarding 

overuse of facilities, uncontrolled use, or inappropriate use and conflicting uses of lakes and rivers.  In 

particular conflicts between motorized and non-motorized water-craft are becoming more common. 

 

Trail Development 

There is strong public support for development of more trails for year-round recreational activities.  The 

Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan for 2007-2012 recommends that trail development be given high 

priority.  As with water based recreation, balancing the needs of a wide variety of trail users can be a 

challenge.  Issues can arise regarding trail damage by higher intensity users such as mountain bikers and 

ATVs, safety concerns, particularly where motorized and non-motorized users share trails, and conflicts 

with hunting in joint use areas.  In addition, trail maintenance and enforcement of trail use rules are 

common concerns of the various trail user groups, requiring coordination. 

 

ATV/UTV Facilities 

Demand for all-terrain vehicle (ATV) and utility-terrain vehicle (UTV) facilities has grown in Marathon 

County. Due to the nature of ATV and UTV use, there are few other recreational uses that ATVs and 

UTVs are compatible with besides other motorized uses. Marathon County offers more winter ATV 

opportunities than any other County in the state by making the majority of its 863 miles of snowmobile 

trails available to ATVs with some restrictions based on temperature. However, UTVs are not allowed on 
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snowmobile trails due to their weight and trail funding limitations. Summer ATV opportunities are 

limited to the Burma County Forest Unit and the Edgar-Stratford Trail. In general, private landowners 

have not been willing to open their lands to public ATV/UTV use. There are presently no other public 

lands in Marathon County that can physically accommodate ATV/UTV use due to environmental 

limitations or other existing recreation uses that are incompatible with ATV/UTV use. To accommodate 

additional ATV/UTV summer use, either private sector providers must emerge or public sector lands 

would need to be acquired and ATV/UTV specific facilities developed. 

 

Recreational Activities 

 

Competitive Activities 

Team sports are a major element of recreation. Many county parks and other recreation facilities include 

spaces for team sports. Baseball, softball, and soccer fields, volleyball, tennis and pickelball courts, and 

other team sports facilities are popular recreation amenities. In addition to many public facilities in parks 

and at schools, some team sports have private facilities. Examples of private facilities the curling center, 

gymnastics facilities, golf courses, tennis clubs, and others. Wausau is home to a whitewater kayak 

course. 

 

Silent Sports 

 

Silent sports are outdoor activities that are human powered and aerobic, where movement does not require 

motors or fossil fuels. Silent sports include activities like hiking, cycling, running, paddling, cross country 

skiing, backpacking, snowshoeing, and multisport races like triathlons. Silent sports embrace the 

peacefulness of being in the middle of nature while being active. These aerobic outdoor activities take 

place on the rivers, roads, and trails across the County. Marathon County has approximately 22 miles of 

groomed cross-country ski trails, 120 miles of hiking trails, 30 miles of mountain bike trails, and 8 miles 

of snowshoe trails. Numerous competitive events occur on these facilities. 

 

Motorized Activities 

 

Motorized recreation activities involve the use of a vehicle such as a snowmobile, all-terrain vehicle 

(ATV), utility-terrain vehicle (UTV), off-road motorcycle, or watercraft. These vehicles not only provide 

a form of recreation for many users, but are often used as a local and regional mode of transportation. 

Marathon County has approximately 863 miles of snowmobile trails, 696 miles of these are also open to 

winter ATV use. Of the 863 miles of snowmobile trails, only 54 are on public land. The remaining miles 

are on private property, belonging to over 1,800 landowners. Marathon County also has 21 miles of joint 

summer ATV and UTV trails, all of which are on County land. There are no public off-road motorcycle 

facilities in Marathon County. Watercraft have access to approximately 32,055 acres of water in 

Marathon County, including acreage on 18 lakes, 6 major flowages, and many of the 643 miles of rivers 

or streams. Marathon County has approximately 3,365 miles of roadway that are frequently driven simply 

for pleasure and sight-seeing. Pleasure drives are a popular recreation activity enjoyed by motorists of all 

ages. 
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Other Recreational Activities 

 

Not all recreational activities fall neatly into one of the above categories. Other outdoor recreational 

activities include those that interact more directly with nature. Nature-based outdoor activities include 

camping, birdwatching, viewing or photographing nature, and hunting and trapping. Fishing and ice 

fishing are popular recreation activities on the rivers and lakes in Marathon County. Many public and 

private spaces across the county are open to hunting during the various hunting seasons. Other winter 

recreation activities present in Marathon County include downhill skiing, snow tubing, sledding, and ice 

skating. 

 

 

Tourism 

 

According to the Wisconsin Department of Tourism, Marathon County ranked ninth out of the 72 

counties in the state, for revenues from tourism. This is shown through the wide of array of attractions 

located in Marathon County. Each year people come from all over the state and country for the local 

attractions and shopping districts. In 2014, Marathon County had over $200 million in visitor 

expenditures. See the Economic Development section of Chapter 10 for more information on the 

economic impact of the Tourism industry in Marathon County. 

Marathon County has several organizations which promote and support tourism. The Wausau/Central 

Wisconsin Convention and Visitors Bureau provides information to people visiting Wausau and Central 

Wisconsin about accommodations, activities, shopping, food, and events. The Visitors Bureau is also 

highlighted on the state’s tourism website, travelwisconsin.com. The Wausau River District is a non-

profit which enhances and markets downtown Wausau. Wausau Events is another local non-profit 

organization which markets and runs events in and around Wausau to create community. 

 

Key Attractions 

Currently there are a number of attractions in Marathon County, WI. There are an array of museums, 

breweries, pools and waterparks, cafes and restaurants, and shopping centers. The Grand Theater in 

downtown Wausau is a major event center hosting a variety of local and national productions and 

concerts. 

 

Marathon County is also home to several regular events. The Wisconsin Valley Fair takes place in 

Marathon Park in Wausau during the summer every year. The Fair is a six-day event with approximately 

150,000 visitors each year. Nightly concerts draw people from beyond Marathon County. Wausau is also 

the location of events such as the Chalkfest, Balloon and Rib Fest, Bull Falls Blues Fest and the Wausau 

Festival of the Arts Artrageous Weekend. 

 

Marathon County is also home to the annual Badger State Games. The Badger State Games are an 

Olympic-style competition which began in 1985. The Wausau/Central Wisconsin Convention and 

Visitors Bureau took over the Games in 2011, after the Wisconsin Sports Development Corporation 

decided to discontinue them. The summer games take place primarily in June and the winter games take 

place primarily in January. Over 15,000 athletes participate each year. 
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Agri-tourism 

Another area to develop in the tourist industry is Agri-tourism. Agri-tourism is based on utilizing existing 

farms and agricultural areas as a form of tourism. Currently in Marathon County there is minimal agri-

tourism occurring. However there are a number agri-tourism opportunities in the county such as Pizza on 

the Farm, Farmers Markets, rent a cabin on a farm, tours, orchards, pumpkin patches, corn mazes, and 

berry picking.  These events take place on farms around the Wausau area as well as in the smaller 

communities of Marathon County such as Edgar, Ringle, and Athens.  

Sport Tourism – Up and Coming 

 

Much of the growth experienced in the tourism industry was due to investment opportunities in sport 

tourism. The sport tourist industry has contributed significantly to the Marathon County tourism revenues. 

It has accounted for at 14.5 million dollar increase in tourism. The trend should continue for years to 

come due to the Athletic Park Renovations, Wausau Curling Center, Eastbay Sports Complex, and 

Granite Peak Improvements. 

 

The Wausau Whitewater Kayak Course is a third of a mile park located in downtown Wausau. The park 

has a white water ride for anyone from beginners to expert paddlers. The lower section of the course is 

beginner friendly with a terrain of holes and waves. The Class II+ is the portion for more advanced 

paddlers. The main attraction of the park is Big Drop, shortly after is Little Drop. Regional, national, and 

international competitions are held at Whitewater Park. 

 

The International Mountain Bike Association established the Ride Center Program in 2007. A Ride 

Center consists of a variety of trails from backcountry trails to gravity trails to urban mountain bike trails. 

The Central Wisconsin Offroad Cycling Coalition has developed a master plan to develop the Wausau 

area as an IMBA Ride Center, which would contribute substantially to tourism related to mountain 

biking. There are currently 20 miles of 12’ wide trails and over 12 miles of single track mountain biking 

trails in the Nine Mile County Forest Recreation Area. There is a trail for everyone from advanced to 

beginners. In winter a 7 mile snowbike trail is offered at Sunny Vale County Park. At Sylvan Hill Park in 

Wausau, a bike park including gravity trails, a pump track and a skills area in the design phase with 

construction projected for 2017. In addition, Marathon County has purchased land in Brokaw for future 

mountain bike facility development. 

 

Sustainable Tourism for the Future 

Sustainable tourism takes into account the wants and needs of the tourists and the host area while 

protecting, and developing opportunities for years to come. Marathon County has the potential to develop 

sustainable tourism in the forested region of the county. In the county, there are approximately 388,147 

acres of forested land. The forested lands can be utilized to develop hiking, camping, and biking areas. By 

developing these areas in sustainable manner would promote a healthy environment, preserve natural 

areas, and increase the tourism. However, care should be taken to measure the carrying capacity of the 

region. 
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Cultural Resources 

 

Cultural resources is a broad term that can encompass many aspects of heritage, including archaeological 

sites, historic buildings and landscapes, historic transportation routes, or traditional cultural properties 

important to American Indians or other cultural groups. 

 

Cultural resources are those elements around us that signify our heritage and help to evoke the sense of 

place that makes an area distinctive. Cultural Resources include buildings, sites and landscapes that help 

communities retain their sense of identity in an increasingly homogenized society. The recognition of 

historic buildings, historic roads, or archaeological sites can provide a basis for towns and villages to 

preserve some aspect of their rural character. This plan recognizes that not all historic buildings or 

historic farms can be preserved. However, the recognition of their importance in the collective memory of 

Marathon County, and the desire to preserve that character as expressed in numerous community 

meetings, is an important reason to integrate cultural resources into the county planning process. 

 

In Marathon County, residents have expressed a strong desire to preserve the rural character of the 

County. Increasing urbanization on the fringe of Wausau, and scattered residential settlement in towns 

farther out threaten the rural density and require greater service provision than the rural towns have 

traditionally provided. Given the changing agricultural economy, however, many towns are unsure how to 

respond to development and concerned about over-regulation. 

 

A Brief History of Marathon County 

 

Marathon County is located in the north central portion of the state of Wisconsin, on the edge of the 

Northern Highland physiographic region. The Northern Highland is a pre-glacial remnant that was worn 

down by the Wisconsin glaciation about 23,000 years ago. A terminal moraine cut through eastern 

Marathon County, and created the more glaciated southeastern corner of the county. Glacial deposits 

modified the drainage of the Northern Highland, creating lakes and swamps, waterfalls and rapids, as well 

as sandy and stone-filled soils. Rib Mountain, rising 1,941 feet above sea level, is also a remnant of the 

pre-glacial era. The western half of the county was a product of older glacial drift covered with river 

deposits, glacial lake deposits and other glacial drift. Located on the southern edge of the Highland, 

Marathon County was covered with conifer and hardwood forest at the beginning of large-scale Euro-

American settlement in the mid-nineteenth century. 

 

Marathon County had been home to the Ojibwa tribes since they had moved south from Madeline Island 

by the mid-eighteenth century. Much of Marathon County was taken over by the U.S. government in a 

treaty with the Western Ojibwa, signed in 1837. The following year, St. Louis lumberman George 

Stevens traveled north to investigate the newly-opened pine and hardwood forests along the Wisconsin 

River. By 1839, Stevens had built a lumber mill and dams at Big Bull Falls, destined to become the city 

of Wausau. Development was rapid along the river and by 1847, there were 45 sawmills on the upper 

river and all suitable mill sites were taken. 

 

The Economics of Settlement 
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The lumbering industry dominated the development of Marathon County through the next half century. 

Community development was led by men in the lumber business:  Walter McIndoe, who purchased the 

Stevens Mill at Big Bull Falls in 1848; Dr. William Scholfield, who arrived in 1851 and whose family 

operated the Martin mill on the Eau Claire River until the 1880s; Joseph Dessert, who purchased the mill 

at Little Bull Falls (Mosinee) by the 1850s and operated it for half a century; and Frederick Rietbrock, 

who developed the mill at Black Creek Falls (Athens) in 1879. 

 

The lumber business provided the foundation for the lumbermen’s attempts to construct railroads and 

create other businesses. McIndoe, elected to Congress in 1860, led the effort to secure a land grant for the 

Wisconsin Central Railroad. The railroad, however, ran not to Wausau, but along the western edge of the 

County, serving Spencer, Unity, Colby and Abbotsford. The Wisconsin Valley Railroad (later part of the 

Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific system) arrived in Wausau in 1874. The Milwaukee, Lake 

Shore & Western (later the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad) went through Wausau on the way to 

Marshfield by 1880. The arrival of railroads and growth of the lumber business led to population growth 

and Wausau, the largest community, grew from 1,349 in 1870 to 12,354 thirty years later. 

While the earliest attraction in Marathon County had been the forests, the soils throughout the western 

two-thirds of the County were particularly suitable for agriculture. Farming expanded rapidly. In 1860, 

156 farms covering 20,366 acres were in operation. By 1900, 4,276 farms on 442,878 acres (43.9% of 

land area) showed the strength of agriculture. The early settlers grew a variety of crops including hay, 

potatoes, peas, oats, rye, barley and wheat. Corn became established later. Wheat never predominated in 

Marathon County, since by the time of widespread agriculture there, the primary wheat industry had 

already moved to the west. By the 1880s, however, the rise of dairying soon dominated agriculture in the 

County and in the state. 

 

As early as 1885, over 230,000 pounds of butter and over 4,300 pounds of cheese were produced in 

Marathon County. Over the next decade, creameries developed to take over the home butter-making 

activities and the County had 17 such facilities by 1905. Cheese making also became important and by the 

end of the nineteenth century, Marathon County had the only sizeable activity in northern Wisconsin. By 

the Teens and 1920s, dairying had a strong foothold as a primary economic activity in Marathon County, 

displacing the lumber industry that had been in decline since the turn of the century. 

 

Development of the Towns and Villages 

 

Marathon County towns and villages generally started either as a lumber and saw milling site, or as a 

station site when the railroads built into the County in the 1870s and 1880s. Most settlements prospered 

with the lumber industry, but beginning in the 1880s as farming and the dairy industry began to expand, 

villages gradually began to serve as agricultural centers with processing facilities such as creameries, 

cheese-making factories, or grain elevators. 

 

The transition from lumbering to agriculture was prominent in the area surrounding Frederick Rietbrock’s 

saw milling settlement of Black Creek Falls (later re-named Athens). In the 1870s, Milwaukee attorney 

Rietbrock purchased the forests covering much of three surrounding towns, including Halsey, Johnson 

and Rietbrock. About one-third of the residents of Black Creek Falls were employed in Rietbrock’s 

lumber business. Yet as the lumber business declined, Rietbrock led the way toward diversified farming 
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with his own operation where he experimented with fertilizer use on crops, raised special breeds of dairy 

cattle, and encouraged agricultural education. Rietbrock’s personal transition from lumber to agriculture 

typified the changes that occurred throughout Marathon County in the early twentieth century. 

 

Other communities followed the same pattern, but were located on the various railroads that criss-crossed 

Marathon County. The Wisconsin Central, built on the western edge of the County, facilitated the 

development of the villages of Unity and Spencer in the white pine lumbering belt, and the cities of Colby 

and Abbotsford in the hardwood and hemlock forest belt. In the 1880s, the Milwaukee, Lake Shore & 

Western Railroad built through the County, running through the eastern towns to Wausau and southwest 

to Marshfield. This line (later Chicago and Northwestern) ran through Norrie, the Village of Hatley and 

Ringle on its way toward Wausau, and then west and southwest where the railroad served Marathon City, 

Edgar, Fenwood, Stratford, and McMillan on its way to Marshfield. Wausau and towns to the south had 

previously received service in 1874 from the Wisconsin Valley Railroad (later the Chicago, Milwaukee, 

St. Paul & Pacific) when it was built north from Wisconsin Rapids. 

 

Ethnicity and Settlement 

 

The lumber industry and the agricultural development that followed it provided the jobs and land that 

attracted settlers. While many of the lumbermen were of Yankee heritage, many other settlers were 

immigrants. Some were recruited from their first homes in Milwaukee and other cities; other residents 

were new arrivals directly from Europe. In terms of ethnic heritage, Germans have dominated Marathon 

County over the last century.  

 

Germans from Hesse-Darmstad arrived as early as the mid-1850s and settled in the towns of Maine and 

Berlin by 1855. In succeeding decades other Germans followed, from Pomerania, West Prussia and 

Brandenburg. Germans especially concentrated in the northern and central towns, from Marathon, Cassel 

and Wien north to the county line. By the late nineteenth century, approximately 75 percent of the 

Marathon County population was German-born or of German parentage. 

 

Marathon County also attracted immigrants from Poland by the 1870s. Many of the earliest came from 

Milwaukee, responding to ads about available land. A group settled in Cassel in 1875, and another group 

relocated in Frederick Rietbrock’s lands to establish Poniatowski. After the turn of the century, 

colonization efforts in the southeast portion of the County attracted additional Polish settlers in Reid, 

Bevent, Franzen, Guenther, Knowlton, Kronenwetter and Mosinee. 

 

Smaller colonies of other European settlers were scattered throughout the County as well. Norwegians 

were prominent in Elderon and in the southeast section. There was an Irish emigration to Emmet, 

Mosinee and nearby Cleveland. Bohemians were present in the Rocky Ridge area near Mosinee and 

others located in Johnson and Holton. A Dutch colony formed in Plover, Easton and Ringle in the early 

1900s, with residents who moved from Milwaukee and Sheboygan. 

 

Economic Diversification 
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While new residents came for land and to settle the outlying portions of Marathon County, the lumbermen 

who had first come to exploit the pine forests wrestled with change. The depletion of pine forests by 1900 

forced lumbermen to accept hemlock and other hardwood as raw materials. While these forests kept the 

business going until about 1915, lumbermen increasingly sought to diversify with new ventures. A group 

of these leaders began meeting informally as early as 1901 and became known as the Wausau Group. Led 

by Cyrus Yawkey, owner of the Yawkey Lumber Company, the group invested in new sources of lumber 

supply or new business ventures. The Wausau Group created a new role for Wausau, and helped it 

transition from a lumber milling center into a managerial center for various lumber-related businesses. 

Although Wausau continued as a production center, under Wausau Group leadership the city became the 

home office location for widespread lumber holdings and funneled the profits back into the city. 

 

Men in the Wausau Group were responsible for shifting from lumber production into the creation of paper 

mills and built the Wausau Paper Mills Company in 1899 at Brokaw. The Group supported the founding 

of the Wausau Sulphate Fibre Company, a wood pulp and paper operation, located at Mosinee. A third 

mill was planned in 1909 at Rothschild, with construction of a 450-foot dam across the river that would 

create Lake Wausau. The Rothschild plant was called Marathon Paper Mills Company and was led for 40 

years by David Clark Everest, who ultimately took over leadership of the Wausau Group after Cyrus 

Yawkey. 

 

Concern about safety hazards in the paper mills led to the Wausau Group’s entry into the insurance 

business. In 1911, on the day that the Wisconsin Workmen’s Compensation law was passed, the Wausau 

Group formed the Employers Mutual Liability Insurance Company. By 1931, Employers Mutual had 

become the leading writer of workmen’s compensation policies in Wisconsin. Later, as Wausau 

Insurance, this company created a lasting institution that brought a national image to the city through its 

advertising that featured the old Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad depot (located at 720 

Grant Street). With leadership and interlocking directorates in the local banking industry and the street 

railway company, as well as leadership of local civic and social groups and arts and culture, the Wausau 

Group was responsible for carrying the city of Wausau and Marathon County into the mid-twentieth 

century. 

 

In the second half of the twentieth century, Wausau continued to build on the diversified economic 

foundation created by the Wausau Group. The local control provided by the Wausau Group was clearly 

important in maintaining the economy of the area, although some have noted that this control prevented 

the influx of “new blood” or innovative ideas in business and civic leadership. In any event, there has 

been a strong sense of continuity in leadership in the County over time. 

 

By 2000, the economic foundation retained the same base, but with some diversification. Wood and paper 

products are still leading industries, but with many manufacturing firms also supporting the economic 

base. Marathon County is the number one ranking dairy producing county in the state, although 

agriculture continues to suffer from a difficult market economy. Major employers, however, are led by the 

health care industry and insurance. Tourism has become more important, with efforts to enhance the 

County’s natural features such as Rib Mountain, the development of biking trails and the parks along the 

numerous rivers that run through the County. 
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The population has become somewhat more diverse, although it is still predominantly white. Since the 

1980s, large numbers of Asians, particularly Hmong, have settled in the Wausau area and now make up 

over ten percent of the population. The rural culture embraced by Mennonite and Amish residents in 

northwest Marathon County also adds a unique quality that distinguishes the County as it begins the 

twenty-first century. 

 

Existing Cultural Resources 

  

There are two primary methods for official recognition of historic properties—the National Register of 

Historic Places (NRHP) and designation by a local Historic Landmarks Commission. The following 

discussion identifies how these tools have been used in Marathon County. 

 

Organized efforts to preserve historic resources in Marathon County date to the mid-1970s, when several 

actions were undertaken to preserve the County’s heritage. The first properties were nominated to the 

NRHP in 1974 and the City of Wausau adopted an ordinance establishing the local Historic Landmarks 

Commission in 1975. The Marathon County Extension Homemakers compiled a booklet, “Historic 

Landmarks of Marathon County,” that identified a wide variety of rural buildings, structures and 

archaeological sites throughout the entire County.  

 

Since that time, historic properties throughout the County have been recognized through both the NRHP, 

and by the local Wausau Historic Landmarks Commission for properties within Wausau. Some properties 

are recognized at both levels. In Marathon County, only Wausau has established local recognition through 

its Historic Landmarks Commission. As of 2014, the Landmarks Commission had designated 24 

individual properties and the Downtown Historic District. The Downtown Historic District encompasses 

61 contributing structures and 24 non-contributing structures in an area bounded by Washington Street, 

1st Street, Grant Street and 5th Street. 

 

The City of Wausau has received several external designations in regards to historic preservation.  In 

2002, the City became a Certified Local Government in Wisconsin for historic preservation.  In 2009, the 

City was named a Preserve America Community by the Federal Advisory Council on Historic 

Preservation. These titles and partnerships encourage further preservation efforts in the City, as well as 

provide funding opportunities for preservation efforts.  

 

The Marathon County Historical Society, formed in 1952, spearheads many historic preservation efforts 

in the County.  The organization was given the Cyrus C. Yawkey house at 403 McIndoe Street for its 

headquarters. The Yawkey house, built in 1900 and fully restored, is home to the Leigh Yawkey 

Woodson Art Museum.  The Woodson House is the society headquarters with the research library and 

archives, administrative offices, storage and exhibit space. 

 

The County Historical Society and its staff have nominated properties to the NRHP. Much of their work 

focuses on education, including programs such as the Little Red Schoolhouse Living History program at 

Marathon Park, various educational slide presentations, workshops, exhibits and guest speakers. The 

Society has also worked with local communities in the County to preserve their history and has published 

a self-guided tour of agricultural and rural landmarks, “Discover Marathon County’s Agricultural 
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Heritage” (2000). There is currently no county-wide group similar to the Wausau Historic Landmarks 

Commission to recognize and/or designate historic properties outside of Wausau. 

 

Marathon County has 27 listings on the National Register of Historic Places, as shown on Figure 11-2. 

The majority of the NRHP properties are located in Wausau, with only seven properties outside the city.  

Except for the First Universalist Church, the Wausau Club, and the Marathon County Fairgrounds, all 

NRHP listings in Wausau are residences of city leaders. Many of these historic residences are in the 

Andrew Warren Historic District, a district of approximately 10 blocks of homes built primarily between 

1868 and 1934.  Nine of the NRHP properties were nominated together as part of the Eschweiler 

Thematic Resources, all designed by Milwaukee architect Alexander C. Eschweiler.  One archaeological 

site in the vicinity of the village of Brokaw is also listed on the NRHP (location restricted).  Property 

details can be accessed via the Marathon County Historical Society and the NRHP websites. The Dells of 

the Eau Claire County Park has been nominated as a NRHP and is currently under review by the 

Wisconsin State Historic Preservation office. 

 

Figure 11-2: Properties on National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in Marathon County 

 

 

Archaeological Sites and Cemeteries 

 

Types of archaeological sites include places where people lived, worked, and worshipped. The following 

types of sites have been identified in Marathon County: 

 Cemeteries (including burial mounds and unmarked graves) 

 Cabins and homesteads 

 Native American community sites 

 Fish/weir/fish trap 

 Sugarbush/maple sugaring sites 

 Farmsteads 

 Logging camps 

 Military sites 

 Corn hill/ farm fields 

 Logging camps 

 

Cemeteries, Burial Mounds, Other Burials  

 

Wisconsin Statute 157.70 provides for the protection of all human burial sites, including all marked and 

unmarked burials and cemeteries. According to the Marathon County records of the Genealogy Trails 

History Group, there are currently 158 cemeteries and burial areas identified in Marathon County, and it 

is likely that other cemeteries and burials may be present.  

 

Suspected burial mounds or unmarked burials must be reported to the state Burial Sites Preservation 

Office. If human remains are uncovered during excavation, all work must cease pending review of the 

Burial Sites Preservation Office.  All cemeteries and burials in Marathon County should be catalogued 

under Wisconsin Statutes 157.70 to provide maximum protection of these sites. 
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Additional Surveyed Properties 

 

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has conducted architectural surveys in Marathon County 

to identify historic properties that are believed to be significant. The most recent survey was from the 

1970s and thus is somewhat dated. Although the SHPO maintains inventory files, they have not been field 

checked in recent years. As a result, some properties may no longer be extant, while others may have 

deteriorated to a point where they have lost their integrity and significance. In general, properties that 

were identified as significant in that survey included cheese factories, farmsteads and barns and rural one-

room schools.  The SHPO property surveys are too long for inclusion in this plan, but should provide a 

basis for any additional survey work that the county may undertake in the future. 

 

Opportunities and Challenges 

 

Limited Perception of Landmark Properties – There is a need to survey and recognize a wide variety of 

buildings and sites and their contributions to Marathon County’s heritage. The current NRHP listings are 

almost exclusively devoted to grand residential dwellings, and do not reflect the county’s agricultural, 

industrial or recreational heritage. For example, some of the parks (Rib Mountain State Park, Elderon 

Park, Athens Park, Cherokee County Park, and Dells of the Eau Claire County Park) have Civilian 

Conservation Corps (CCC)-era stonework, landscaping or park buildings that should be surveyed. 

Bridges and industrial properties should also be evaluated for their historic significance. Roadside 

religious art and grottos are distinctive regional structures that are related to the ethnic and religious 

heritage of the county and worthy of note. Distinctive churches throughout the towns, villages and cities 

are important architectural properties that are true landmarks in their communities and should be 

inventoried. 

 

Symbolic and Financial Value of Historic Properties – All too often, Marathon County’s historic 

buildings have been viewed as expendable, or as a frill. Renovation or re-use is summarily dismissed as 

too expensive without even considering such options, even though renovation costs are often significantly 

lower than demolition and new construction. Buildings that could provide an immediate sense of place in 

a community are torn down and replaced with nondescript modern concrete, without exploring options for 

renovation. The Mortenson Stone sawmill’s planning mill, the last remaining original sawmill building in 

Wausau, has been dismantled and stored awaiting reconstruction by the Marathon County Historical 

Society. 

 

Rural Character and Historic Resources – In Marathon County, residents have expressed a strong desire 

to preserve the rural character of the county and raised concerns about increasing ex-urban development 

and the decline of working farms. An important part of maintaining rural character is maintaining the 

rural landscape and the rural buildings that convey that sense of place. While it is important to address the 

location and type of new development, there is also a need to preserve some visible reminders of rural 

character, including working farms. Without preserving some of the existing resources, including 

farmsteads and farmlands, the very characteristics that attracted new residents will increasingly be gone. 
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Protection of Archaeological Sites and Cemeteries – Cultural resources planning includes identification 

and protection of archaeological sites and historic cemeteries. The Wisconsin Historical Society maintains 

a list of reported sites and cemeteries, representing a fraction of sites that are actually present. This 

information is often overlooked and should be incorporated into the planning process for local 

communities. 

  

Arts and Performing Arts 

There are numerous opportunities in Marathon County to listen to exquisite music and see heart-stopping 

performances, and breathtaking works of art. The Grand Theater, located in downtown Wausau, opened 

in 2002 and has awed over 150,000 people each year with their amazing performances. Other performing 

arts organizations in the County include Wausau Community Theater, the Central Wisconsin Children’s 

Theater, the Wausau Conservatory of Music, several local dance companies, and several bands and 

choirs. 

Among other local museums and galleries, Marathon County is home to the Woodson Art Museum. This 

museum has a stunning collection of paintings, graphics, and sculptures consisting primarily of birds. The 

beautiful gardens are home to a collection of sculptures. Wausau is also the location of the Central for the 

Visual Arts, a visual arts organization that offers art exhibits, art classes, and an art shop. 
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Issues 

 

Intergovernmental Coordination – Currently, recreation facilities and opportunities are offered by a 

variety of public agencies and private organizations within Marathon County.  Since funding for facility 

operation and development has become more limited due to tighter budgets, it is very important for the 

different agencies to coordinate their efforts to provide recreational services and opportunities to 

Marathon County residents. Central county municipalities should explore the possibility of establishing a 

metropolitan park and recreation system in the Wausau metropolitan area to reduce administration, 

operation, and maintenance costs while increasing the quality of recreation facilities and programs. 

 

Jurisdictional Roles – Parks under different jurisdictional control traditionally offer different types of 

facilities to serve different types of recreational needs of the residents of the county.  Generally, local or 

municipal parks are small, highly developed parks that provide active recreation opportunities, while 

county parks and recreation areas are larger, less developed parks that provide passive recreation 

opportunities.  State parks have unique features that set them apart and attract users from throughout the 

state.  It is important that parks be owned and operated by the appropriate specialized jurisdiction. 

Another role for County parks is to provide highly developed facilities that serve large parts of the County 

such as fairgrounds, shooting range, softball complex, ice arenas, and Eastbay Sports Complex. This role 

is expanding with increased emphasis on attracting sports tourism. 

 

Trail Development – Hiking/walking/running trails and canoe/kayak trails were identified as a high 

priority needs.  Marathon County should place a high priority on developing a county-wide trail system 

that provides year-round use for a variety of users, including barrier free trails, trails for the elderly, and 

trails of differing length and difficulty.  Trails should be contained within a park or forest unit or they 

should connect parks and forests through easements.  Marathon County should play a leadership role in 

coordinating and providing technical assistance throughout the metropolitan area for a community-wide 

trail system.  Of particular note was the need for more bicycle trails and routes, mountain bike trails, and 

lighted cross-country ski trails. 

 

Water Based Recreation – Public access to water remains a major issue in Marathon County.  Most of 

these concerns center around the overuse, uncontrolled use, or inappropriate use and conflicting uses on 

Marathon County’s major lakes and rivers, especially Lake Wausau, Lake DuBay, Half Moon Lake, and 

the Big Eau Pleine Reservoir.  To address the complex issues of public access to these water resources, 

Marathon County should provide coordination and technical assistance to municipalities, utilities, and 

other agencies in their efforts to prepare and adopt lake and river management plans that control public 

access, use, and safety on county waterways. Another major issue is declining water quality that reduces 

the quality and safety of many forms of water based recreation. 

 

County Forest Land Acquisition – Lands within the County forest boundaries or areas of special or 

unique values shall be recommended to the County Board for acquisition as they become available.  A 

target of 200 acres per year has been established in the Marathon County Forest Comprehensive Land Use 

Plan.  
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Conservancy – The Marathon County Park Department currently does not have a conservancy park 

classification, which would allow the county to designate, acquire, preserve, and appropriately develop 

lands with unique natural, environmental, geological, cultural, or historic features.  The Marathon County 

Park Department should create a conservancy park classification, actively designate and acquire 

conservancy park land and easements, and adopt a county-wide conservancy plan. 

 

Historic Park Facilities – Several park shelters and other structures in Marathon County parks were 

constructed by the Civilian Conservancy Corps (CCC) in the 1930’s.  These facilities are very well 

maintained and are historically significant.  Marathon County should make an effort to preserve the 

character of these existing CCC vintage shelters, explore nominating them for inclusion on the National 

Register of Historic Places, and develop new park structures in a compatible manner using similar 

methods and materials for construction.  

 

Enhance Awareness and Access to Visitor Amenities – Marathon County has an abundance of scenic and 

natural resources, as well as cultural and outdoor recreation opportunities. Such amenities can be enjoyed 

by area residents and visitors alike, and can be an important consideration when companies attempt to 

recruit technical, professional and management employees to the area from other parts of the State or 

country. However, information about and access to some of these amenities could be improved through 

relatively minor investments, like better maps, program information and signage. Likewise, access to 

visitor amenities could be improved through better cooperation and coordination between the various 

agencies involved, including the County and local municipal parks and forestry departments, arts and 

cultural organizations, and promotional groups like the CVB. 

 

Recreation, Tourism, and Cultural Resources Goal and Objectives 

 

Recreation, Tourism, and Cultural Resources Goal:  Marathon County takes advantage of its many natural 

and cultural amenities to provide opportunities for residents and visitors to be active and engaged in a 

wide array of activities and events. 

 

Objectives: 

1. Ensure access to quality, accessible, affordable recreation opportunities. 

2. Promote tourism throughout the County. 

3. Encourage the protection of historically significant buildings and sites from development impacts. 

4. Increase and expand awareness of cultural resources. 

The Action Plan, found in Chapter 13, builds on the goals and objectives found in the chapters by adding 

recommended action steps to take to reach the goal of becoming the healthiest, safest, most prosperous 

county in Wisconsin. 
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Figure 11-1:  Marathon County Parks and Forest Units

Marathon County Parks Location Acreage Key Features

Amco Park 379 CTH F, Athens 39          Fishing, Picnic, Play Equipment, Shelter 

Ashley Park 1600 Sandy Credd Road, Mosinee 160        Fishing, Boat Access

Big Eau Pleine Park 3301 Eau Pleine Park Road, Mosinee 1,453      
Beach, Boat Landing, Camping, Trails, Cross 

Country Ski Trails, Disc Golf 

Big Rapids Park EP1806 Big Rapids Street, Stratford 33          Fishing, Picnic, Play Equipment, Shelter 

Bluegill Bay Park 3800 Bluegill Avenue, Wausau 98          Boat Landing, Pier, Trails, Volleyball Court

Cherokee Park H2700 CTH N, Colby 69          Fishing, Picnic, Play Equipment, Shelter, Trails

Courthouse Square 500 Forest Street, Wausau 0.42       Open Area, Plants/Wildlife

D.C. Everest Park 1800 S 3rd Avenue, Wausau 12.1       Boat Landing, Pier, Restrooms

Dells of the Eau Claire Park P2150 CTH Y, Aniwa 278        Beach, Camping, Picnic, Swimming, Trails

Duane L. Corbin Shooting Range Park 2173 Rifle Road, Mosinee 100        Restrooms, Shelter, Shooting Range

Eastbay Sports Complex 602 East Kent St, Wausau 54          Field Sports Facility, Concessions, Play Equipment

Library Park 106 W Washington Street 1            Open Area, Picnic, Plants/Wildlife

Marathon Park 1201 Stewart Avenue, Wausau 78          
Baseball, Basketball, Camping, Pickleball, Sports 

Field, Tennis Court, Trails, Volleyball, Splash Pad

Mission Lake Park 400 County Park Road, Hatley 93          Beach, Boat Landing, Swimming, Trails, Volleyball

Mountain-Bay Trail Trailhead - Municipal Street, Weston Picnic, Restrooms, Trails, Cross Country Ski Trails

Reitbrock Geographical Marker 5651 Meridian Road, Athens 0.1         Historic Site, Open Area

Rib Falls Park 1725 CTH S, Edgar 315        Fishing, Picnic, Play Equipment, Restrooms, Trails

Sunny Vale Park 1000 S 72nd Avenue, Wausau 300        
Beach, Boating, Fishing, Picnic, Swimming, Trails, 

Volleyball

Sunny Vale Softball Complex 1000 S 66th Avenue, Wausau 72          Baseball, Picnic, Restrooms, Shelter, Sports Field

Marathon County Forest Units

Bern Wetland Forest Town of Bern 269        Hunting, Open Area, Trails

Burma Road Forest Town of Mosinee 1,480      Hunting, Restrooms, Trails, ATV Trail

Elderon Forest Unit Town of Elderon 280        Hunting, Open Area, Trails

Harrison-Hewitt Forest Town of Harrison 9,195      
Hunting, Open Area, Restrooms, Trails, Wildlife 

Refuge

Kronenwetter Forest Town of Kronenwetter 5,176      Hunting, Open Area, Trails

Leather Camp Forest Unit Town of Guenther 5,248      Hunting, Open Area, Trails

Nine Mile County Forest Recreation Area Town of Rib Mountain 4,897      
Hunting, Restrooms, Shelter, Trails, Cross Country 

Ski, Mountain Bike Trail

Ringle Marsh Forest Town of Ringle 3,108      Hunting, Open Area, Trails

Wisconsin River Forest Town of Maine 283        Boating, Fishing, Hunting, Open Area, Trails
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Figure 11-2:  Properties on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in Marathon County

No. Resource Name Address City Year Built Comments

1 Andrew Warren Historic District
Roughly bounded by Fulton, Grant, 

4
th

 and 7
th

 Sts.
Wausau 1868 to 1934

2 Bird, C. B., House 522 McIndoe St. Wausau 1910

Eschweiler Thematic 

Resources (ETR); also 

in Warren HD

3 Dessert, Joseph, Library 123 Main St. Mosinee 1898 ETR

4 Dunbar, C. F., House 929 McIndoe St. Wausau 1929 ETR

5 East Hill Residential Historic District
Roughly bounded by N 7th, Adams, 

N 10th, Scott, and N Bellis Sts.
Wausau 1883 to 1945

6 Edgar Village Hall 107 W. Beech St. Edgar 1917

7 Everest, D. C., House 1206 Highland Park Blvd. Wausau 1925 to 1928 ETR

8 First Universalist Church 504 Grant St. Wausau 1914 ETR; also Warren HD

9 Fricke—Menzner House 105 Main St. Marathon 1875

10 Fromm Brothers Fur and Ginseng Farm 436 Co. Hwy. F Hamburg 1904

11 Fromm, Walter and Mabel, House Off Wis. 107 Hamburg 1928

12 Jones, Granville D., House 915 Grant St. Wausau 1904

13 Maine Site (47MR22) Address Restricted Brokaw

14 Marathon County Fairgrounds Stewart Ave. Wausau 1921 ETR

15 Marchetti, Louis, House 111 Grant St. Wausau 1878

16 Mathie, Karl, House 202 Water St. Wausau 1898 ETR

17 Miller, Henry, House 1314 Grand Ave. Wausau 1894

18 Rothschild Pavilion 1104 Park St. Rothschild 1911

19 Schuetz, E. K., House 930 Franklin St. Wausau 1922 ETR

20 Single, Benjamin, House W of Wausau at 4708 Stettin Dr. Wausau 1849

21 Stewart, Hiram C., House 521 Grant St. Wausau 1906 Warren HD

22 United States Post Office and Court House 317 1st St Wausau 1937

23 Wausau Club 309 McClellan St. Wausau 1901

24 Wegner, C. H., House 906 Grant St. Wausau 1922 to 1924 ETR

25 Wright, Duey and Julia, House 904 Grand Ave. Wausau 1958

26 Wright, Ely, House 901 6
th

 St. Wausau 1881 Warren HD

27 Yawkey, Cyrus C., House 403 McIndoe St. Wausau 1901, 1908 Warren HD

Source:  National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places


