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I. Introduction 
 
As part of the Adams County comprehensive planning process a county-wide survey was 
conducted to solicit input from the public. 
 
Comprehensive planning is a process to help guide the type, location and appearance of growth 
and development within a community.  One goal is to minimize the impacts of new development 
and guide growth where it is most appropriate.  The challenge is not to see how long change can 
be avoided, but to anticipate both the problems and the opportunities resulting from that change 
and to develop solutions to minimize problems and maximize opportunities.   
 
It is important to understand that planning is not the same as zoning.  A comprehensive plan does 
not directly regulate land use; rather it provides some basic principles to guide elected and 
appointed officials when making decisions regarding growth and development.  The general 
planning philosophy is to allow growth in a manner that protects and preserves the natural beauty 
and integrity of the area, which is the foundation of its quality of life.  No planning or poor 
planning can erode the very characteristics, which gives Adams County its charm. 
 
Public participation is a critical component of the comprehensive planning process.  One of the 
major efforts to solicit input was a survey.  A survey was developed and mailed to a random 
selection of property owners in the county to gather public opinion on a variety of planning 
issues.  The scientifically significant results of that survey are contained in this report. 
 
In addition to the survey, there have been numerous local, with at least one in each municipality, 
and county level meetings to solicit input. 
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II. Methodology 
 
The Adams County Steering Committee, using several sample surveys from other planning 
processes, as well as creating original questions, developed this survey.  The Comprehensive 
Planning Survey was finalized on December 7, 2004.   A copy of the survey form is included as 
Attachment A. 
 
If this survey had been done via sampling, to achieve a 95 percent confidence in the findings, 
with a + or - 3 percent error, only 377 completed surveys would have been needed.  Thus, a 
return of 518 surveys makes the findings valid for planning purposes. 
 
Surveys were mailed during the last week of February, and by March 14, the closing date, 518 
surveys were received.  Responses were made from every local unit in the county.  Once the 
surveys were delivered to the NCWRPC they were tabulated.  Every survey was given a unique 
number and all responses for each questions was input into a database, including open-ended 
questions 12, 13 and 14.  Please note that the comments shown are as written by the respondent.  
Names of individuals and any profanity have been removed. 
 
A total of 518 completed surveys were returned, which surpassed the number needed for a 
scientifically significant survey sample.  This sample size results in a margin of error of + or – 5 
percent on all responses, at a 95 percent confidence level.  Stated in different terms, chances are 
19 out of 20 that, if all property owners in Adams County were asked, the actual percentage 
holding similar opinions on any actual question would be within 5 percent of that reflected in this 
survey. 
 
The survey results were tabulated to identify both resident and non-resident responses.  Where 
there was a significant difference in the results, it is stated in the survey results section. 
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III.  Survey Results 
 
The following are the results from the survey.  
 
 
Q1.   At what rate would you like to see 
growth occur? 
 
Currently there are about 20,000 people living in 
Adams County.  Population projections for 2025 
indicate that the County will grow by 5,000 to 
10,000 additional people.  Forty-one percent of 
respondents accept the current population growth 
as acceptable.  A sizable 30 percent would like a 
slower population growth rate to occur.  About 8 
percent want faster population growth than is 
projected, while 11 percent want no population 
growth, and 11 percent have no opinion. 
 
 
 
Q2.   Do you feel that there is a need for 
affordable housing in your community? 
 
A resounding No was exclaimed by 47 percent of 
respondents.  Thirty-six percent think that 
affordable housing is needed, and 17 percent have 
no opinion.  There was some difference between 
resident and non-resident with this question.  Fifty-
three percent of residents responded “yes” (38% 
No), while only 23 percent of non-residents 
responded yes (55% No). 
 
 
 
Q3.   Should units of government use tax 
dollars to preserve environmentally sensitive 
areas such as stream buffer areas or steep 
slopes, in order to protect land and water? 
 
Seventy-three percent of respondents want taxes 
to support preservation of environmentally 
sensitive areas.  About 18 percent do not want 
taxes used to preserve such areas, and 9 percent 
have no opinion. 

Use Taxes To Preserve
Environmentally Sensitive 

Areas

Yes
73%

No
18%

No 
Opinion

9%

Need For Affordable 
Housing

No
47%

No 
Opinion

17%

Yes
36%

Desired Population Growth

Less 
Than 

Current 
Rate
30%

No 
Growth

11%

More 
Than 

Current 
Rate
8% No 

Opinion
10%

Current 
Rate
41%
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Q4.  Should new retail, commercial, and 
industrial development be concentrated in 
already established communities? 
 
Most respondents (71%) want new non-
residential development of all kinds to be located 
only where that type of development is already.  
About 21 percent of respondents want to allow 
new development in new areas, and 8 percent 
have no opinion. 
 
 
 
Q5.   Should Adams and Friendship try to 
use nearly all the land within their existing 
boundaries before growing into 
unincorporated areas? 
 
Seventy-one percent of respondents want Adams 
and Friendship to fully urbanize their own land 
before development occurs in unincorporated 
areas.  Twenty-one percent disagree, and 8 
percent have no opinion. 
 
 
 
Q6.  Do you feel that new housing and 
industrial development should be allowed 
anywhere in the County? 
 
Most respondents (68%) do not want new houses 
or industrial development to be allowed 
anywhere.  A quarter of respondents want 
development to occur anywhere, and 7 percent 
have no opinion.  There was some difference 
between resident and non-resident with this 
question.  Thirty-six percent of residents 
responded “yes” (59% No), while only 18 percent 
of non-residents responded yes (78% No). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Establishments

Yes
71%

No
21%

No 
Opinion

8%

Urban Growth

Yes
71%

No
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No 
Opinion

8%
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Development

Yes
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No 
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7%

No
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Q7.  Do you perceive a need for land use 
planning in your community? 
 
Almost 70 percent of respondents think land use 
planning is needed in their community.  About 20 
percent do not think land use planning is 
necessary in their community, and 13 percent had 
no opinion. 
 
 
Q8.   Do you feel that the following kinds of new development will lower your taxes? 
 
Most respondents (53% & 55%) think Commercial and Industrial development will lower their 
taxes, and only 21 percent thought that residential development would lower taxes. 
 

Types of Development to Lower Taxes 
Residential Commercial Industrial 

Yes
21%

No 
Opinion

16%

No
63%

 

Yes
53%No

33%

No 
Opinion

14%

 

Yes
55%

No
31%

No 
Opinion

14%

 
 
 
Q9.   Are you familiar with the existing land 
use regulations in the County? 
 
Most respondents (61%) are not familiar with 
existing land use regulations within the County.  
About a third of respondents are familiar with 
land use regulations, and about 8 percent have no 
opinion.  There was some difference between 
resident and non-resident with this question.  
Forty-one percent of residents responded “yes” 
(52% No), while only 23 percent of non-residents 
responded yes (71% No). 
 

Need For Land Use Planning

Yes
68%

No
19%

No 
Opinion

13%

Familiar With The Existing 
Land Use Regulations

Yes
31%

No 
Opinion

8%

No
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Q10. Agreement & Disagreement with Planning Goals 
 
 
The following displays the level of support for the fourteen major goals in the planning process. 
 
 
Goal 1.   Promotion of the redevelopment of 
lands with existing infrastructure and public 
services and the maintenance and 
rehabilitation of existing residential, 
commercial, and industrial structures. 
 
Over 66 percent of respondents agreed or 
strongly agreed with this goal.  Only eight 
percent disagreed or strongly disagreed.  
Fourteen percent were neutral, while 12 percent 
did not know. 
 
 
 
Goal 2.   Encouragement of neighborhood 
designs that support a range of transportation 
choices. 
 
About 44 percent of respondents agreed or 
strongly agreed with this goal.  Only 18 percent 
disagreed or strongly disagreed.  Twenty-eight 
percent were neutral, while 10 percent did not 
know. 
 
 
 
 
 
Goal 3.   Protection of natural areas, including 
wetlands, wildlife habits, lakes, woodlands, 
open spaces, and groundwater resources. 
 
Over 90 percent of respondents strongly agreed or 
agreed with this goal.  Only 3 percent disagreed or 
strongly disagreed.  Four percent were neutral, 
while 2 percent did not know. 
 

Promote Redevelopment

Strongly 
Agree
28%

Disagree
5%

Don't 
Know
12%

Strongly 
Disagree

3%

Neutral
14%

Agree
38%

Encourage Neighborhood Design

Strongly 
Agree
12%

Agree
32%

Disagree
12%

Strongly 
Disagree

6%

Don't 
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10%

Neutral
28%

Protection Of Natural Areas

Strongly 
Agree
69%

Agree
22%

Don't 
Know

2%

Disagree
1%

Neutral
4%

Strongly 
Disagree

2%
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Goal 4.   Protection of economically 
productive areas, including farmlands and 
forests. 
 
Over 85 percent of respondents strongly agreed 
or agreed with this goal.  Only 3 percent 
disagreed or strongly disagreed.  Eight percent 
were neutral, while 3 percent did not know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goal 5.   Encouragement of land uses, densities 
and regulations that promote efficient 
development patterns and relatively low 
municipal, state governmental and utility 
costs. 
 
About 78 percent of respondents strongly agreed 
or agreed with this goal.  Only 5 percent 
disagreed or strongly disagreed.  Nine percent 
were neutral, while 8 percent did not know. 
 
 
 
 
 
Goal 6.   Preservation of cultural, historic, and 
archeological sites. 
 
Over 77 percent of respondents strongly agreed 
or agreed with this goal.  Only 5 percent 
disagreed or strongly disagreed.  Fifteen percent 
were neutral, while 3 percent did not know. 
 
 
 
 
 

Protection Of Economically 
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Strongly 
Agree
55%

Agree
31%

Strongly 
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1%

Disagree
2%

Don't 
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3%
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Goal 7.   Encouragement of coordination and 
cooperation among nearby units of government. 
 
Over 82 percent of respondents strongly agreed, or 
agreed with this goal.  Only 1 percent disagreed, 
and nobody strongly disagreed.  Eleven percent 
were neutral, while 6 percent did not know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goal 8.   Building of community identity by 
revitalizing main streets and enforcing design 
standards. 
 
Over 60 percent of respondents strongly agreed, or 
agreed with this goal.  Only 12 percent disagreed 
or strongly disagreed.  Twenty-two percent were 
neutral, while 6 percent did not know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goal 9.   Providing an adequate supply of 
affordable housing for individuals of all 
income levels throughout each community. 
 
Only about 40 percent of respondents strongly 
agreed or agreed with this goal.  Twenty-nine 
percent disagreed or strongly disagreed.  Twenty-
seven percent were neutral, while 4 percent did 
not know. 
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Cooperation

Strongly 
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Agree
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11%

Disagree
1%

Don't 
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6%
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Goal 10.   Providing adequate infrastructure 
and public services and an adequate supply of 
developable land to meet existing and future 
market demand for residential, commercial, 
and industrial uses. 
 
About 53 percent of respondents strongly agreed 
or agreed with this goal.  Seventeen percent 
disagreed or strongly disagreed.  Twenty-three 
percent were neutral, while 7 percent did not 
know. 
 
 
 
 
 
Goal 11.   Promoting the expansion or 
stabilization of the current economic base and 
the creation of a range of employment 
opportunities at the state, regional, and local 
levels. 
 
About 65 percent of respondents strongly agreed 
or agreed with this goal.  Only 9 percent disagreed 
or strongly disagreed.  Twenty percent were 
neutral, while 6 percent did not know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goal 12.   Balancing individual property rights 
with community interests and goals. 
 
About 68 percent of respondents strongly agreed 
or agreed with this goal.  Only 12 percent 
disagreed or strongly disagreed.  Fifteen percent 
were neutral, while 5 percent did not know. 
 
 
 

Provide Utilities And Land For 
Market Demand

Strongly 
Agree
14%

Neutral
23%

Don't 
Know
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Agree
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Strongly 
Disagree
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Disagree
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Strongly 
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Goal 13.   Planning and development of land 
uses that create or preserve varied and unique 
urban and rural communities. 
 
About 71 percent of respondents strongly agreed 
or agreed with this goal.  Only 7 percent 
disagreed or strongly disagreed.  Seventeen 
percent were neutral, while 5 percent did not 
know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goal 14.   Providing an integrated, efficient, 
and economical transportation system that 
affords mobility, convenience, and safety and 
that meets the needs of all citizens, including 
transit-dependent and disabled citizens. 
 
About 50 percent of respondents strongly agreed 
or agreed with this goal.  Twenty percent 
disagreed or strongly disagreed.  Twenty-five 
percent were neutral, and 5 percent did not know. 
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Strongly 
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25%
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Disagree
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Strongly 
Disagree
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IV. Written Comments 
 
The following are the written comments from the survey.  All comments submitted on the survey 
are provided here. 
 
 
  
 



12. What do you like MOST about living in Adams County?

It’s been a very friendly community.

The lakes areas are beautiful.  Quiet and peaceful.

Open spaces, lakes, wildlife, peace and quiet, the great outdoors.

The open areas, the lakes, the river.  The slow pace of life!

That it is a small community (not big city) with lots of rural open spaces.  I moved away from Jefferson County because it is 
overcrowded.  Farm is all but disappeared.  Our rural/farm culture is very important.   I hate seeing houses popping up 
everywhere on farm land.

Natural resources - most residents.

Natural resources.  Safety.  Friendly people.  Medical facilities.

Peaceful, beautiful area, friendly people.  Lived there nearly 14 years.  Owned property since 1980.

Rural country, very beautiful, abundant wildlife.

Better than California.

The lakes, the people.

Peaceful, quiet, friendly people.

Mostly friendly residents.

Its not a tourist trap like Wisconsin Dells.  It is still "rural" enough to live comfortably.

Nature, wildlife, government pretty much stays out of our personal business.

Friendly helpful people.  The scenic lakes and forests.  Came here to retire, we found affordable homes to buy.

Wide open spaces, rural beauty.

Senior and youth programs expanding - but needs more regular stuff - beautiful area, slower pace.  Small town government.

Living in the country.  Open space.

Hunting, fishing, friends, and family.
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No noise, quiet even living in town.  Knowing most people in town.  Helping atmosphere.

The rural and undeveloped feel, the abundant woodlands, and lack of traffic and crowds.

The beauty of the area.

Large lots, trees.

Peace and quiet rural setting.

Where we are located we are close to Adams, Mauston, Oxford, Dells.  The highway is kept clean of snow and ice in winter so 
getting to and from work is pretty easy.  The highway department does a very good job all year long.

Taxes are reasonable.

Beauty of natural areas.

This is home, I grew up here.  I am a life time resident.  I am a self employed full time farmer and plan to retire and live out my 
life here as father did and his father.

Slower, quieter life style.  Not in big rush to develop.  Public officials accessible.

Living in rural Adams County is peaceful.  Having nice neighbors and friends that help each other out.  Roads are in excellent 
condition compared to other counties with much more population.  Nice lakes and recreational opportunities.

Everything

Clean air and low populated area.

Family roots, family heritage.

Plenty of space.

Recreational, hunting, fishing.

Clean air.  Friendly people.

The feeling of being away from urban development.

Country living.

Peaceful and quiet, wildlife, trees and lakes.

Rural environment.
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The beauty of the area, plus the recreation that is closely available in this area such as fishing, hunting, ATV trails and 
snowmobile.

Central location to cities without too close to them.

Wildlife, clean lakes, clean drinking water.  There are an awful lot of baby boomers like myself however they are building very 
expensive homes that they either in part time now with hopes to retire full time here shortly.

We need attended to regularly garbage pickups on Hwy 82 and ??

Lakes, natural beauty.

Unique characteristics of the area I live in.

Nothing.

Nothing.

Access to beautiful area in all four seasons.

Forests, limited development, small population, lakes, recreation, relaxed life style.

Water and trees.

Low real estate taxes and rural living.

I love the quietness, the "old small town feel".  I love the woods, the walks, the lakes, etc., beautiful area.

The rural nature, with little industrial development, low population, abundant wildlife and forests and lakes.

Being a full time resident of Chicago, I most like the quiet and emptiness of the area that I spend time in when I come to the 
Dellwood area.  You have no idea how much I hate to leave and return to Chicago.  The clean air, the absence of noise and 
people is what attracted my parents and myself to the area, 30 years ago.

I am a tree farmer and like the remoteness, wildlife, quietness, hunting, space.

The natural area, wildlife, lakes, etc., and the current efforts to maintain the integrity of these areas.

I most enjoy the rural natures of the county and the recreational activities it provides.

I like when I moved here in 1991 it was peaceful and I have good neighbors.  That I could leave my doors to my garage 
unlocked without worrying about someone stealing.  That I could call my neighbors up and ask them to watch my house while I 
was on vacation…  It is a laid back kind of County, good hunting and neighbors still ask to hunt on your land before they do…

We are here because all our family lives here.  So far we are able to farm and hang on to our own land but with the higher 
property taxes now, we will probably sell out and move away.  We have a large amount of land because we don't want door to 
door neighbors.

In our area, friendly, country atmosphere.  The eagles and other wildlife found here in Adams County is the best.
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Its rural and to keep it this way.

The wildlife, fishing, hunting.

We own a lake home on Patenwell, we love the sheer beauty of the area, would like to see the area not being over developed.

Nice wildlife area.

The woods and the quiet.

Quiet living but it is starting to get crowded.

Vacation time - summer only.  Occasionally fall/spring.  Own trailer.

Abundant wilderness areas.

The rural environment yet being close to metro area such as Madison or Milwaukee.  Overall there is little gov't intrusion into my 
life. This is good and must me maintained.

Urban living.

The environment.

The fact that it isn't to built up yet.  It's quiet by Castle Rock, except on holidays, but I stay away on "holidays" when it gets a 
little crowded.  Mainly I go is so heavy with traffic, its hard to get her unless you leave to come up early and go home after the 
holiday.

As a part time resident we feel Adams county provides many amenities, summer activities, winter and living costs are 
affordable.  People are friendly.

Rural atmosphere.

N.A.

Recreation, minimal traffic, relaxation, small town environment.

We like the large variations of events that take place year round.  The people and businesses of Adams Co. do a good job of 
promoting activities.

Wooded areas for walking.

Low density population, natural beauty, forests, rural atmosphere, farming, good main roads, rustic back roads, slow pace of 
development, abundant wildlife, natural areas, lakes, wetlands, trees, roadside stands, long straight roads, absence of big 
commercialism, relatively clean air and relatively clean water, multiple recreation opportunities, logging, pines, oaks, 
plantations, Wisconsin River boundary, geographical location, central in State.

Adams County offers a wide variety of opportunities for a leisure lifestyle.  Hunting, fishing, boating, ATV, etc.  There seems to 
be something for everyone.
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It is home.

It's a small county.  Use to come up to Necedah years ago so we know about Adams County.

Easy access to the lake.

The openness.  The trees.  Country feeling and quietness.

The feeling of nature.  Land, lakes, wildlife, clean air, no traffic problems, quiet.

The natural resources, woodlands, lakes, wetlands and wildlife throughout the area.  It really is the biggest reason I live here 
and commute so far (60 miles) to work every day.  Plus, I like the ease of getting to Wisconsin Dells and Adams/Friendship.

It is quiet in the county.  The camp firers with family and friends.  This is living for us.

Nature.

The multitude of opportunities allow both recreational and business opportunities.

Small town atmosphere and open areas.

I did like the serenity and peacefulness but it is not like that anymore.

Quiet rural setting that is still reasonably close to larger metropolitan areas (i.e. Madison and Milwaukee).

We don't live there we just vacation there and we like the rural atmosphere.

We hope to build in Rome this year.  We love all the outdoor recreational opportunities (hunting and fishing especially) although 
I am disappointed with all the housing development that will be taking place in the future along the river and Northeast end of 
Lake Petenwell.  A lot of Power Co. land I used to frequent has been sold off for development.

The rural, unspoiled atmosphere.

Keep it country.

Openness, quiet, country settings, unspoiled by urban sprawl.

Peace and quiet.  People that live in area.

The development of a plan for city boundaries and size of building sites in rural county areas.

I don't actually live in Adams County.  I own property in Adams County and I visit it about 25-30 days per year.  I like the area 
(lakes Camelot, Arrowhead, and Sherwood), but I don't feel that part-timers are always treated fairly.

It is country, turkeys, deer, but all major stores are available.
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It’s a safe and friendly community.

It is our homeland!!  Close to hospital and doctors.

The natural beauty.

Woodlands, lake, rivers, wildlife, rural life.

Rural atmosphere, forests, wet lands, agriculture, small pubs, taverns for eating out, good roads and maintenance.  Being away 
from large commercial areas but near enough to stores, etc., in Wis. Rapids, Stevens Point and Marshfield for expert medical.

Lake, wildlife, and nature.  Recreational facilities.

The outdoors, clean air.

Rural atmosphere.

Its still a very wild area, similar to Northern Wisconsin.

Nice area, friendly people, beautiful area (lakes, woods).

Small towns, quiet, reassurance of hospital nearby is big plus.

No traffic problems, easy access to larger cities if desired.  Enjoy wildlife we have.

Cheap.

Ability to see wildlife, stars, etc.  Quiet is wonderful.

Affordable; not heavy government involvement in my life; rural (lots of space and green); nice, non-hoity-toity people (locals 
anyway), close enough to go to hustle and bustle but do not have to live in it.

Wilderness.

Peaceful.

We go up to our property 10 to 13 long weekends from April through October.  Mainly to get out of the city and get in the woods 
and relax and enjoy!  Also all the recreation and such there.

Peace and quiet, but not the high taxes for no services.

The wide open spaces.

Quiet, woods, no traffic, fishing, hunting, low taxes.

Lakes and forest.
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Small community atmosphere, lots of green space to get away.  Diversity of geography.  Many recreational activities.

Peace and quiet.

Quiet surroundings.

Open space.

Our lake - peace and quiet.

Quiet.

Open areas, lakes, many small city's way of life.

Rural atmosphere.

The natural environment.

The rural atmosphere should be treated almost as sacred - which it is.

Its beautiful out here.

We bought our lot (25 years ago) at Lake Arrowhead and built a home there 21 years ago because of the natural beauty of the 
area.  We "escaped to Wisconsin" (from Chicago area) for peace and quiet and enjoyment of the wildlife and "unspoiled" 
environment.  This has changed in recent years!  We still enjoy the tie we spend there (and entertain other frequent visitors) but 
growth and development in our area concerns us.  Hopefully it will be managed well.

I like all of the rural areas in and around the lakes.  The absence of industry and major commercial development in these areas 
is what I look for when buying vacation property.  Adams county should take pride in that fact and promote it.

The openness and simplicity of many of Adams County forests.

The peace and tranquility.

Very friendly people.

To be away from the Southeaster part of the state.  Open spaces, have good shopping, friendly people.  Our local governments 
are doing a good job of running our government and not spending money foolishly on somebody's crazy dreams.

Good people.

Rural - not crowded.  Lakes.

Many outdoor activities.  Open air, mix of trees and water.

Rural setting.

Tuesday, May 24, 2005 Page 7 of 19



One of Wisconsin's greatest resources is the water.  This includes the spring water we drink and lakes for recreation.  
Preservation and protection of this precious resource should be very high on our list for protection.

The rural aspect, no close neighbors.

Most areas are still rural and natural.

Friendly area, not like big cities, very relaxed with a hand shake to seal a deal.

It is home to me.

The rural atmosphere.

Quiet and peaceful living.  Low crime rate.  Plenty of wildlife.

Quiet and solitude.

The people and the outdoors.

The country feeling with lots of homes yet a lot of country tree and woods.

Quiet and tranquil area.  Recreation, fishing, swimming, boating.  Fresh air, cool summers.  Bountiful wildlife.

Nature, the lakes, the woods, quietness of our areas.

Nature, lakes, rural living, quiet.

Rural setting, lakes and creeks, quiet.

Peace, quiet, wildlife.

That even with more homes being built all the time, we still have areas of nice scenery and trees.

Recreation, golf, hiking, horse riding, scenic beauty.

Recreational, snowmobile and 4-wheeler trails.

Good roads.

The peacefulness.

Recreational areas, woods, lakes, etc.

Lakes and rivers with public access.  Friendly people, weather, large tracts of wooded land, county parks, low population.
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There is so much to do, snowmobile, cross country skiing, boating, fishing, hiking, ATV, swimming and so on.  I love living in a 
small town!

The lakes and beautiful scenery.  The peaceful, quiet, manageable traffic, small town atmosphere.  Helpful, friendly people.  
The clean fresh Country Air.  No smog, no gasoline fumes.  The occasional wisp of cattle manure is a good reminder of where 
our food comes from and why we live in the country.

Being close to nature.

Recreational opportunities.

Friendly, quiet.

Urban lifestyles.

I enjoy the open spaces of Adams County, the recreational opportunities, the lack of traffic congestion, and the east of 
transportation through the county.

Peaceful, beautiful area, great neighbors, friendly.

Quiet, good deer and turkey hunting.

We moved in Adams County (Dell Prairie in 1972).  Our kids were young, it was peaceful and quiet.  They could ride their bikes 
on the road to go see a few neighbors.  Very nice and quiet.

A beautiful place with abundant natural resources.

I enjoy the beautiful woods and the quiet country setting.  I like hunting in my woods and feel safe because I know who I'm 
hunting with.  There are a lot of very nice people in Adams County.

Peace and quiet, friendliness of people that we meet, rural atmosphere, have been coming up here since 1950's and like the 
way things are now.

Sporting, camping opportunities, lower taxes, green space, public lands, certain rules (Co.)

The quiet surroundings.

Small town feel, historic architecture, small approachable convenient, friendly local governments, service personnel.

Quiet country living, a way of life that is becoming lost in Wisconsin.  Striving to bring more and more people into a community 
will not make living here better.  It will make many more problems, very undesirable problems.

The natural beauty of the area, trees, wildflowers, rocks, wildlife, small population, many locations to fish and hunt, the absence 
of commercialism and the accompanying noise and traffic and light pollution.

The possibilities of unregulated development.

The high taxes which includes poor services.
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Natural environment, lakes, trails, etc.

Non crowded with ample public recreation.  This county has something great to offer which will be lost by development that is 
not severely limited/restricted.  Expansion into existing infrastructure/land already in use or idled is the only that should be 
considered.

Friendly area to live in.

Open spaces, lakes, etc.

Space, land, trees.

The rural environment, lakes, woods and wildlife.

The lakes and recreational opportunities.

Quiet, nice people.  Open land to walk on to share interesting things with kids, things they will know for the future.

No neighbors - open land - low prices.

The location is wonderful!!! Close to the Dells, Adams Friendship, Portage, one hour to Madison.  The lakes and woods are 
fantastic!!!

Access to public or utility land for recreation.

As a part time resident, the people are great, love the lakes, parks.  Its quiet, peaceful.  Like the wilderness.  Carlson's yearly 
party.

Quiet, forest, deer.

Safety, beautiful scenery, comfortable home away from home.

The seclusion, yet major shopping and services within 1/2 hour drive.

Trees, open areas, undeveloped areas, wildlife, not to over populated.

No neighbors, or at least not right next door!

We spend every weekend in summer/fall at our cottage.  We enjoy the lakes, quiet, relaxation.

"Down home" living.

Affordability, quietness, forest lands, hunting and fishing, county parks.

Friendliness of neighbors.  New library/community facility.  Small town shopping, convenient/no lines.  "Woodsy" atmosphere, 
fresh air, lake accessibility, recreational opportunities - Sand County Players, Roche a Cri State Park, County parks.

Tuesday, May 24, 2005 Page 10 of 19



We haven't yet had the opportunity to be full time residents.  But when I'm there at our home in Arkdale, I enjoy the peaceful 
atmosphere and the friendly people.

It is a nice quiet place to stay.

State location and access to recreational routes, snowmobile, ATV.

Something for everybody.

I like to get away from the city (Chicago) all the noise and pollution.  I would like to live there all the time but there is not all of 
jobs available.  I think it’s a better place to raise a family.

Adding new housing on Jordan Lake.  Developing an area that had never been built on before.  I also wish that Jordan Lake 
didn't have so many jet skies and speed boats.

Natural resources; character of the people.

The fact that it remains somewhat rural.  If I want or need commercial services I can go a short ride north to Wisconsin Rapids.  
I believe our county should stay focused on being natural and recreational.

The northwoods setting is especially welcoming for Central Wisconsin looks like you are "up North".  I enjoy the variety of 
wildlife that can be seen regularly.

The peace and quiet.  Lots of woods, streams, lakes.  We like the people.  We like the fact that people here help on another.

Its my birth place and offers a wide variety of hunting and fishing areas.  People are friendly and willing to help a neighbor in 
need.

Nice and open property.  Close to the Dells.   Friendly people.

Woodland setting, access to outdoor recreation, slower pace of life, small town, family atmosphere, quiet.

No comment.

Part-time summer campers.  Enjoy lake living.

Rural setting, good hunting and fishing.

Quiet rural atmosphere.

Clean air.

Its rural small town qualities.

Friendly people.  Fishing, boating nearby.  Roads kept up well.  Good elementary school.

Don't live there for 20 years.
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Quiet, small communities.  Doesn't take too long to get to bigger communities like the Dells, Wisc. Rapids, Mauston, even 
Madison.

I really don't live in Adams County, but if I had to like one, it would be being away from the city.  Too many people in Adams that 
nothing else to do but start problems for other people.

The lack of population.

Nothing.

Central location, good schools, friendly people, local hospital, great library, lakes, hunting, sand county Players Theater Group.

Location of property.

Country living.

It is close to the Dells.

Moderate taxes, decent police force, restricting development.

Rural environment.

The natural wild life and lakes and rivers.

We like the openness - less populated areas.

Quiet areas, wood areas, lakes, variety of shopping.

I like hunting and fishing and the amount of undeveloped land.

Rural character.  Quiet.  Nice state park.

Trees, lakes, open spaces.

Overall rural atmosphere.  The varied terrain and lakes.

The quiet, rural atmosphere.  The beauty of our surroundings.

Recreation, lakes fishing, etc.

I live on the lake and like the resort (vacation) atmosphere, I like the distance between my home and industry.  I moved here to 
get away from industrial park developments, increasing crime rates and local government push for increasing tax basis rather 
then controlling their spending.

Its quiet, there are not many people, not much traffic.  It’s a good place to relax but yet it has everything you need.
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I live six months in Adams County.  I like the people.  Its peaceful and not a rush about anything.

Excellent and varied recreation (fishing, hunting, hiking).  Relatively clean environment (excepting pollution of Petenwell flowage 
and Wis. River) good people.

Recreational facilities.

Having my own home.  Not knowing anyone.  Being far from everyone I know.  No Wal-Mart.

The quiet seclusion that is expected of this part of the state.  The Indians keep pretty much to themselves, but other ethnics get 
a little too pushy.  Let them go to other counties that offer more diversity and leave the families like mine that were born and 
raised here in peace.  I pay enough taxes and do not want the undesirables sucking on my teat!

Natural beauty, streams and Lakes.

Outdoors - living on the Patenwell and hunting.

The country setting.

Privacy, scenery, fishing, yard sales.

The open land, lack of traffic and noise.  Rivers and lakes and the outdoors.  Most of the people that are neighbors!!

Rural areas.  Little traffic.

Rural atmosphere and recreational opportunities.  Accessibility to our full-time home (Middleton), and slower pace of life it 
represents.

The woods.  I like how they are trying to establish some ATV trails.

Rural living.

Rural area, woods, lakes, small community living.

Quiet, uncrowded, natural setting.

Open spaces, clean air.

Quiet, nature.

The natural beauty of forests and lakes.

Space between neighbors. Abundant wildlife

PRIVACY! Peace & quiet or what little there is left!
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Country setting.  Good schools.  Mid state classes.  Nice people.

Peaceful

Small community.  Lakes.  State park.

Quiet, not heavy traffic.

Clean air, clean water, wildlife.

Most everything.

Quiet, scenic.

The nice people.  The low key life style.  Public hunting and fishing areas.

Country.

The privacy and low volume of traffic.

Free access to more lakes.

Private country living at its best.  Snowmobiling in Adams County is where the north starts to join the greatest trailing network in 
the world.  Recreation is very beneficial to promote business and our local economy.

The peace and quiet.

Rural atmosphere - the ability to control my own land.

Peaceful, quiet, low taxes, wildlife, outdoor activities, scenic, very nice people, safe area due to good police and sheriff 
protection.

Being out of the city and living somewhere you can't see in your neighbor's window from your own.

Friendly people, hunting, fishing and ATV trails and the peace and quiet.  The trees, green grass.  The birds.

This is good living if we could get an even amount of the tax dollar distribution.

Scenic beauty, less traffic than the big city (Milwaukee) where we formerly lived, low crime rate.

The serenity.

The space and outdoor environment.

The nice people.  Slower pace.  Good protection (Police Department and Fire Departments.)
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No big city congestion or over crowding.  People are friendly and easy to get along with.

Quiet country living.

The rural atmosphere.

Recreation.

The wildlife and close to our hunting land.

Country feeling and peaceful living.

It’s a good place to get away to.

We enjoy coming up to our cabin and also visiting my parents who do reside in Adams County.

1.  The lakes - environment.
2.  Lack of hustle and bustle.

N/A

Clean air, clean water, good rec. area, good environment.

The present tax structure and the peace and quiet of country.  No bus service.  If anyone wants that let them go to Madison or 
any other large city.

Friendly people.

The peace and quiet you don't get in other areas.

Simple, small town community.

I lived here all my life, Gods Country.

People and friends.  We moved here five years ago and love it over De Forest, Wisconsin.  Taxes almost killed my wife and I 
married in 1954.  Five boys, 10 grandchildren, one great grandchild.

The rural atmosphere.

My privacy.

Not much.

Living in this woods and observing wildlife.

Cheap land.
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Local citizens being able to be involved and express opinions and town meetings.

The open area.

Hunting and fishing.

Quiet natural setting, lack of congestion, (even during tourist season), knowing most of the people in my community and 
surrounding area.  The wildlife, Local government control.

Its peaceful not too congested.   You do a great job on the roads and the winter snow plowing is very good.

Very quiet.

Beautiful country, recreational areas, lakes, woods, etc.

Remoteness.

The natural beauty, tranquility and wildlife.

Pristine, natural areas that are available for outdoor recreation.

The rural atmosphere.  Small but interesting towns and still have reasonable access to larger towns.

Country living.  Not so busy.  Easy going.

Country feel.

The lake!  The forests!  This is why we chose this area for retirement.  The beauty.

The openness.

We enjoy the peacefulness and tranquility of the lakes and forests.

Rural character of county.

Open clean rural area.  Open field and forest lands.

Rural living.

The lakes.  Don't mess with them!

The lakes, forests, snowmobile trails, ATV trials, and public hunting areas.  People in the county are very friendly and helpful.  
The natural beauty of the county along with retail options in Adams and Friendship make a great combination.

Open spaces and natural resources.  Quality of county government.  Best solid waste facility in the stale Harbor fest!!!  Rock 
formation.  Lakes and marina.
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Peaceful - Nature abound - Snowmobile trails.  No congestion of people and traffic.  Trapline - Friendship.

Places you can enjoy with company or by yourself like Roche-a-Cri State Park and Quincy Bluffs.  We love the rural 
environment here but here we also have a good medical, educational and recreational support.  I appreciate the classes that the 
Technical College offers.

Living on a lake (Tri-Lakes area), no street lights, traffic signals or sidewalks.  Green open spaces and little population.  The 
small friendliness of the community.

Peace and quiet.

That there isn't a lot of commercial traffic such as slaughter houses, etc.

Low population.

The scenery, the privacy.

Rural, lakes, golf, recreation.

Laid back pace of life.  No traffic congestion.  Knowing many people in the community.

Lake and country (since 1968), living style.

The rural, quiet, natural environment balanced with four-wheel-off road entertainment opportunities.

Rural area, beautiful.

The quiet rural feel of the area.  The variety of animal and bird life.  The beauty of the area.

The feeling of being up north but not having to travel four hours to have that feeling.

Having lived in the county from 1925-43, returning after Navy service, the atmosphere and people contribute to the attraction of 
the area.

Rural atmosphere.

The beauty of the trees, farms, open land, sparsely populated.  The semi-rustic ness of it all.  The wildlife.  Seeing things people 
move here for, then proceed to wipe it out.  This is a beautiful, beautiful area, keep it that way, please!

We love the low population, clean environment, hunting and fishing.

Close to work, have a son in business, quiet where we live.

We enjoy the natural beauty of the woods, rivers, lakes and the quiet peacefulness of the area.

Enjoy the lake, woods and vacationing in the area.
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It’s a peaceful and not over crowded county with out a lot of traffic or industrial pollution in the area.  Not over developed like 
your cities were, it looks junky from factories moving out and the building sits, and concrete all around.  Right now it’s a 
beautiful county, to visit or stay.  (Hope it stays this way).

Rural setting.

Do not own a residence.

The countryside, peace and quiet.

Quality of life.

Country living.

Lake Camelot.

rural, forested area.

Clean air and water.  The quiet atmosphere.

Quiet areas, wildlife, not yet too crowded.

Peace and quiet.

I own acreage in Adams County and plan on building and moving there upon retirement in 20 years.  The things I like most is 
the rural, agricultural type atmosphere that is offered there.  I enjoy hunting, fishing and the quiet nights that are the norm when 
I stay at my property.   This atmosphere in my opinion is what needs to be preserved and nurtured by the local government 
agencies.

The peace and quiet of the area.  The friendly people.  The condition of the roads and services.

Water, rural feeling, wildlife, mix of people.

Clean environment, country living, nice people.

A quiet slow life style.

It’s a retreat from the hectic live of living in a city.  It's solitude.  It's healthy for the nerves, stress and no depression.  Sitting on 
our porch on the swings and seeing nature at its best.  And the free fresh air is an added benefit to our lungs.

Openness, country atmosphere, wooded land, lakes, streams, wildlife, back roads.

The recreational areas.

We don't permanently live in Adams County, but like the quietness and nature.

The peace and quiet.  Nice neighbors, wildlife.  Our land stayed in family for over 100 years.
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Recreational and scenic areas.

If I was a senior citizen I'd love it.

It's peace and quiet.

Openness and freedom.  Relative quiet and safety.  Minimal government intervention.

Have been a long time resident over 30 years.  It extends family's home.  Residents can be pleasant and open.

The quiet, natural beauty, access to Wis. Dells, Portage interstate neighborhood, sense of community we have (live in Big 
Spring).
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13. What do you like LEAST about living in Adams County?

County government is not user friendly.

Allowing wave runners on the lakes.  High taxes.

Pollution of our lakes and waters and woods.  Terrible algae blooms at Petenwell and Castle Rock Lakes.  DNR does not seem 
to be enforcing regulations to solve these problems.  Over development of commercial projects and lake frontages.

Getting too much "Big Government".
Involvement which only tends to raise taxes!

Lack of good paying jobs!  Having to drive 30+ miles to Wal-Mart, major shopping choices and 50+ miles to Fleet Farm.  
Shopping in town (AF) is not always the most reasonable and no store carry farm products like Fleet Farm.

Taxes.

Distance from major shopping centers.

We still own property but moved because of such a distinct to go for special care of doctors.  Only one grocery store.

Neighbors too close.

Taxes.

No conveniences, no good shopping.  Hard to get form place to place if you don't drive.  Roads aren't always kept clean in the 
winters.

Limited shopping and ethnic restaurants.

Inappropriate increases in real estate taxes.

Taxes seem above neighboring counties, benefits from paying taxes seem less!

Zoning - should stay out of our business.

Long distant driving for some products.  Having only one grocery store in town.  Too many empty buildings in both towns on the 
main highway.

No grocery stores in rural areas.

Lack of coordination between county building, shoreline protection and town zoning and the "pass the buck" attitude.  The 
attitudes of many at the county - they forget they are elected to work for the people - there is some improvement this year.  The 
county should sue the DNR and Paper Co., for what is happening to our lakes.  Lack of jobs that pay more than minimum 
wage.  Biased newspaper.
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Trailers - one on top of another.  Dealing with people from the city who move to the country to be out of the city…and 
immediately start blacktopping, lighting, and "convenience" the country.  If your primary goal is convenience, don't move out 
here.

Population increase to fast, taxes, pollution seen in ditches and water.

No jobs for young people (teenagers to young adults).  Nothing to keep them here.  Entertainment for this same group.  Keep 
them out of trouble.  Supervised areas.

Absence of land use planning.

Too many people in such a small area.

Random placement of mobile units.

Driving on unplowed or unsanded roads.

Some areas look like hell with old cars and junk all over.  Some places look like something out of a horror movie.  Along 
highways people from other states must have bad impressions of our state and towns.  Places of business or others like this 
should have to pub up nice looking fences to hide all their junk.

A lot of trailers and a lot of Adams is dumpy looking.  There needs to be some regulations so there are not so many junk yards.

Having displaced city people move in and tell us how to live.

Every property has at least a half-dozen junk cars.  Need ordinance restricting junk vehicles.

The proximity of retail and grocery stores to my location.

Complainers who move in here.

Continued land development that reduces size of lots and acreage for building both commercial and residence.  Poor health 
code enforcement.  Allowing trash and junk cars, etc., to accumulate.  Continued exceptions to the few good code ordinances 
we now have.  Water pollution both above and below ground.  Lack of sufficient law enforcement.

Too many farm chemicals that pollute wells.  DNR has put some limits on but may need more.  Need farm planning for more 
crops than potatoes.  This is the second most chemicalized plant in American agriculture.

O.K.

Juvenile crime, break ins.

No access to community water supply or septic systems.

Taxes!!!

Having to pay extremely high taxes to support the school system.
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Influx of out of state land owners.

High taxes and lack of common sense by government officials (Town Board) in future planning.

High welfare rate in Adams County.

City of Adams and Friendship have a reputation for attracting irresponsible very old trailer home owners.  A very unattractive big 
part of Adams is compiled of 30-40 year old abandoned trailers - house trailers that we see attract teenagers, mice, etc.  I'm not 
sure how this problem can be dealt with, but it is of concern since these properties take down property values for everyone 
working hard to take care of their properties.

Education standards and convenience (lack of) for my kids.  Lack of economic development and opportunities.  Lack of cultures 
activities and diversity.

Poor economic development - One community over burden with substantial amount of county taxes.

Taxes and the present way that landowners have no rights.  Too many government agencies controlling their little world.  Stop 
using Rome as a "cash cow".  We are over taxed for what we get in return.

Too many cops.  Taxes too high.

No opportunities for disabled, mentally handicapped to feel successful in our area.  Taxes very high.

High taxes.

The filthy condition of Lake Petenwell and Castle Rock.  These lakes are what brought us here.

Lack of good employment in the area.  Anyone who moves to Adams/Friendship area is at a great disadvantage to find 
employment here.  Even with a good work history, we can't seem to get a job here.  Are all jobs only given to locals?  We 
moved here because we liked the area so much, but we are shunned as outsiders even after so many years of living here.

Increasing boat usage on lakes, industrial park development, strip mart development, Hodge podge business development.

Since I am only a seasonal resident, having no regular refuse pick-up is a problem.  Allotting tie to go to the dumps is 
annoying.  Many times I find myself bringing things back to Chicago to be disposed of.

I am only there about half of my time.

Some unsightly decay of buildings especially around the A-F business areas.

I least like the manner in which the county allows some land owners to use their property as if it were a junk yard.  Allowing non 
running cars, boats, and other large items in yards dose nothing to either help the environment or increase property values.

Tuesday, May 24, 2005 Page 3 of 19



Taxes… why is it that I try to improve my life and my land to make it look nice so when people drive by in OUR county it looks 
nice to live here, that my taxes went up??? I live in a trailer, 10 acres of land and a garage and I paid about $800.00 a year.  
Now I put a double wide in and put a new water system in and about $60,000.00 and now my taxes are over $2,200.00 but a 
piece of shit house trailer sits a block away that someone still lives in, makes my property look bad and the neighbor hood, still 
pays about $300.00 a year in taxes, I must be paying for them making me look bad.  Just because I improved my life you the 
county socked it to me!!!  The county should get on the house trailers have them cleaned up, nothing against living in a house 
trailer because I have…just cleaned them up.  And have these summer goers clean up their holes, come up here on weekends 
move a camper on land and leave it there year around…right on a State Highway so everyone can see our county will allow 
anything parked…not it seems like they want to make housing projects come to life "NOT" stupid thing to have.  Now I'll tell you 
how I really feel!!!  I believe I will tear my shutters of my house along with the siding, paint it different colors, break a couple of 
windows out and board them up with plywood let my grass grow, park a couple of old cars out front in the yard and some other 
junk, and "see my TAXES" go down!  It pays to have your place look bad in ADAMS County.

There are no factory jobs except Castle Rock.  All day time jobs are minimum wage and then you can't afford day care.  There 
are no day cares open for 2nd shift work.  Only one grocery store, their prices are ridiculous.  You can't go to the bars for a night 
out or you will get a drunk driving ticket--we have no taxi service that runs at bar time.  The middle school is terrible for 6 & 7 & 
8th graders.  There is nothing in Adams for kids to do as extra activities except the theatre and skate land which gets very 
expensive.  The fair is way to costly at $20.00 a wrist band plus admission.  All that is left of Adams-Friendship is restaurants 
and elderly facilities with no decent jobs, who can afford to go out to eat???

The zoning rules and regulations.  Having to pay to have land rezoned that was zoned incorrectly.  It’s the governments fault 
and we have to pay to correct the governments mistakes?  There should be a refund made to all of the people that have paid.  
Property tax relief - Get more development to lower the tax levels, not create more tax draining projects.

Nothing.

Houses going up everywhere and the loss of recreational land as a result.

Snow removal in our area has not been the greatest.  Hopefully taxes will not go up.

The taxes.

Messy areas.  Not strict enough about making people clean up!  Why does that lawyer buy property in Briggsville and put up 
____ DNR signs and doesn't keep his prop. Up?  Sucks, money pay offs??

Mice.

There are few job.  If the county is going to grow were will people work?

Nothing.

1.  Increasing taxation and regulations.
2.  The destruction of Aspen Ave. due to reopening of the Quarry; potholes, cracked asphalt, poor overlays, etc.
3.  Unrealistic "burning" regulations.

Busy body neighbors who have nothing better to do than worry about what is happening in the neighborhood.  The low level of 
education of the local populace.

I would like to see better control of development.

N.A.
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The fact that when some people come up to area during the summer they get loud, they don't respect other peoples solitude.  
They don't follow the rules of the road.  They trespass as in the case of the Lake Work Association on 20th - people think they 
can just come in there.  You must be a member or family (not just a friend of a friend) but its hard to enforce.  I have a feeling 
the people at the new golf course might be trouble.

There is nothing we dislike.  Would like to see creation of more employment for citizens of Adams County, more resources to 
help clean up and develop areas in Adams with incentives to businesses to locate in Adams county and not depend on personal 
property taxes for revenue.  Not sure how to accomplish all that though.

TAXES.

N.A.

In speed limits.
Small town trying to be big town politics.

Taxes.

All new house being built any where, on any land.

Corruption in government, dishonest public officials, law enforcement abuses and scandals, crime and certainly the murders, 
"Redneck" attitude of some transplants and visitors, increasing taxes, decreases in family farms, vandalism and property 
destruction, growing lack of respect for long time residents (their land and their livelihood) illegal hunting and poaching, gypsy 
moth, invasive plants, lack of sanitation services, highway litter, absence of civilized zoning and set back requirements.

Property taxes.

Property taxes are too high.

1.  The rules and regulations of the planning and zoning office.  They try to copy state regulations for building and don't take in 
effect that one rule does not always fit for all locations.
2.  Perk testing should not be allowed to be done by the same people that installs the systems.

About people having their dogs running all over other people's property and nothing is done about it.  Why is there only one 
super market here?

The different ordinances between towns.  It should be a little more consistent.

Shopping choices.  Industrial base low.  Real estate taxes too high.

Adams County seems to get a bad rap from Madison and other metropolitan areas because it is one of those counties just 
beyond the boundaries people will go to visit, even though the Dells is part of the county.  Perhaps this is OK too because if 
Adams/Friendship were to become commercial/industrial, it would attract more people, reducing the natural beauty of the 
county.  The Dells has expanded enough, attracting too many "part time" (i.e. Chicago/Milwaukee) residents as it is.

Taxes are too high.  I just moved from Wood Co. to Adams Co. and my taxes are double of what they were in Wood.  The two 
houses are only $20,000.00 different in price.

I believe the area receives a bad image regarding quality of life.  Having moved here 13 years ago the stigma about Adams 
county seem to keep coming up.  Mostly, I notice this from Wood County.

Slow public services offered and the late response.

Tuesday, May 24, 2005 Page 5 of 19



Enforce the laws that are on the books. One to six no septic trailers on one lot.  Old cars that don't run parked in most places.  
Junk yards with no fences (poorly concealed) around them.  Plowing of roads in winter that no one lives on and there is no need 
to.  Services for taxes paid.

The haphazard look in the downtown areas and the lack of enforcement of basic codes/ordinances (i.e. junk in front yards and 
homes in severe disrepair) really tarnish the appearance of what would otherwise be quaint areas.

We don't live there but would probably like a few major stores or restaurants closer but not too close.

I realize a lot of tax dollars come from tourism, but it seems that so much of the development that takes place is to benefit 
people from so far out of area, i.e. Milwaukee, Chicago, etc.  It would be nice to see the people who live here year-round have 
jobs that pay high enough to afford their dreams instead of watching land disappear so the doctors and attorneys from out of 
state can lock us out.

The high property taxes.

At this time I can't think of anything.

Low wages, but same prices, taxes, etc. of other richer areas.  Higher taxes but not many benefits.

High real estate, property tax.

Excessive taxes on non-full time residents who don't use the schools which are a major (the largest %) benefactor of these 
taxes.

We have to clean up Lake Petenwell.

I must drive 20 miles to Wal-Mart because all the stores are too far away.

Don't like it when these city people come out in the country and try and tell the people in the country what they want.  Seems as 
if these people want to tell the country people what they can do.  Lots of them think they can come and hunt anywhere, anytime 
thy like on private land.  We don't want them out here-you tell the "no" once that should be.  Don't understand English!

The property taxes are too high.  The electric bills are too high.

Economy.

I grew up in Adams, so know quite a bit about it.  I find now that when ever you need to find entertainment, for the most part you 
have to go elsewhere.  I can't see this changing, as the Wisc. Dells is so near by, but boredom does set in.  But this was so as 
a child also, and we couldn't afford to go there.

Crime, high real estate taxes.

Oak wilt.

That we're not living in Adams County full time yet.

Nepotism in government.  Not a equal opportunity county.  Far, far too much welfare in Adams County.  8.5 mil. each year.
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High taxes.

We only vacation in Adams County.

Concern about break-ins/vandalism.  Concerned that either not enough police or not well trained, lack of right mix of stores 
means out of town shopping, especially groceries, but other retail needs not met as well.  Keep hearing from parents I know 
about their failing education is inadequate in Adams County.  Very satisfied with snow removal/garbage pickup!

Dumb people in government.  Lack of road maintenance.

One half of the population completely supporting the other half.

Trend toward "development" influenced by non-locals to accommodate visitors; low paying jobs; lack of education which will 
give the area the "sophistication" many are looking for, but will take a while.

Development.

Cannot pick-up good signal of Packer Games, Badger Games and Brewer Games.

Too much development, too many trees being cut down.  Was going to retire there, but mainly might keep coming up weekends 
instead.

High taxes.

More stores needed.

High crime rate.  High tax rate for limited services.

Too much growth.

Don't live full time in Adams County.

Taxes.

Increased taxes because of land value.

Lack of law enforcement patrol in our area.

Those who eventually make their properties look like "junk yards".

The lack of public transportation.

The roads in our area in the Town of Preston are a mess.  Better yet are just plain bad.

We still enjoy our life at the lake, but are concerned about rapid growth and development destroying the beauty of the natural 
environment.
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I hate that trailers, campers, and motor homes are left abandoned on empty, unimproved lots.  I have six such cases within one 
half mile of my property.  Trailers that should be condemned.  Campers and motor homes with expired license plates.  It gives 
the impression that local government doesn't care about the quality of life outside of any municipalities.

Lack of shopping choices.

Don't have any.

Nothing.

Crime.

The arrogance of the County Board.

N/A

Growing taxes.

Nothing.  Great area or would not have been their 20 years +.

Out of state people who pay inflated prices for property, build home in odd places and then try to make Adams County more like 
the city they left by demanding all sorts of expensive services while complaining about taxes.

Increasing residential building in rural areas.

Building permits for single-wide mobile homes.  Too much junk throughout county.  No clean up policy.

Taxes rising faster than income and inflation rates based by percentage.  Allowing neighbors to dictate type of homes allowed 
on property.

Taxes.  No industry except tourism.

None

(1)  The Lake Camelot Association made it difficult and impossible to enjoy our beach area and lake when they made a general 
rule that the Walden Lake area off-shore (everyone lives off shore) remove their canoes, rowboats from the beach grounds by 
October 15 ascertaining we are (overcrowded)?  Like the rest of Lake Camelot.  We are from it being overcrowded.  No one 
uses their water craft, can lug it back and forth on our beach.  Also beach crews should clean up weeds they cut that can wash 
up on shore.  (2)  Too many dead trees.  They are a hazardous fire item and destroy beauty of the area.  (3)  Nutrition site no 
longer exists in Rome.  (4) Lowering the lake in winter kills fish.

Taxes, littering, crowded weekends.

I used to feed the deer, turkeys, birds, and small animals and I can't anymore because of the D.N.R. and there so called CWD 
in not Adams County but another county.

Lack of snow removal on various roads.  Takes two days for plow to get to road and by then snow is packed into ice and stays 
that way till spring.
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Cost of taxes.

Its anti-growth attitude and its eagerness to create aggressive zoning laws, too much government.

We are only there on weekends, but we enjoy the area very much.

A lot of break-ins in some areas.

Lack of commercial business such as Wal-Mart, Menards, Home Depot.  Lack of restaurants.

Too much development on Castle Rock to Patenwell Flowages.

No employment opportunities.  Out of the 20,000 living in Adams County the majority of the people are at a poverty level which 
creates all sorts of problems, higher crime rate, higher unemployment rate, lower test scores in the school systems, less 
opportunities for our schools.  I miss the Ski Hill!

The negative attitude towards new industry and chance of better employment.  The lack of creating and enforcing property 
maintenance.  Yards full of undriveable cars, trucks, lawn mowers, junk and mostly garbage.  Apparently pride is lacking or 
maybe it is just plain laziness.

Distance to shopping and work.

Combined tax bill.

That we don't live there year-round.

Increased taxes.

The lack of cell phone service in many parts of the county, the absence of choices in internet service other than the phone co., 
or dish network.

Taxes!!!

People moving in and out!  More traffic and now we have been robbed twice.  Hardly no law enforcement!  What a change.

Anyone can put a trailer on any piece of property.  It makes the area look trashy.

The taxes are too high.  There are too many high officials in Adams County that are paid too much for the amount of work they 
do.

DNR game wardens.

Taxes.  We see no reason for the huge tax increase.  Taxes with regard to services are out of line with other areas in Wisconsin.

Growth of condo's.
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There's no place for young people to go.  They need a field house with gyms for the kids to use.  Not just for right school teams, 
I mean for everyone.  Open gym for kids and teens.  Rooms on the side for meetings, social affairs and hobbies.

Having the thoughts of losing our nice way of life, away from problems of big populations, noise, congestion, unrest and crime.

The abundance of "permanent" campers and mobile homes, nepotism in the local hospital and government, a lack of faith in the 
local physicians and hospital staff (changing the appearance of the building didn't change the inner workings), paying higher 
prices at local hardware and grocery stores (we travel to Wisconsin Rapids to shop.)

While I feel that it is important to plan and prepare for the future, it would be wrong to do things that are favorable to people who 
will come here in the future, but that impact people who are already here in a negative way.  Many of those current residents 
can't just leave.

Incompetent politicians and public servants.

Junk in yards and trailers on land.

Some of the questions/statements under #10 are seemingly intentionally ambiguous e.g. #10 listed under #10 which combines 
two essentially unrelated ideas.  I would agree with improvement of some infrastructures but am opposed to developing.

The partial four lane highway through City of Adams.  It's just a mess, an accident waiting to happen.

Too many properties have been turned into eyesore junk yards.  No regulation of the above statement.

Not being a full time resident.

High property taxes.  Lack of jobs.

Some of the regulation that the inspectors for building have no idea why they are there.

No job in county.  Prices are too high.  No play grounds for kids in area where I live.

All the junk moving in.

Large resort like homes - Restrictions on building and lake use.

I would like to see more industry move in for more jobs for the area.

Harassment by police, 25 speed limit on Highway Z.  Police sure do issue a lot of tickets according to the paper.  Fines, Fines, 
Fines.  Lower fish, hunting license fees for property owners.  Enforce clean resident properties in Dell wood subdivision.

D.N.R.

I can't think of any.

The lack of road repairs in the Town of Preston.
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Not enough good restaurants.  Not being notified of the industrial development in the Town of Rome.  Water and electric very 
high.

Taxes.

Limited shopping/dining.  Property taxes.

Convenience to shopping, medical, etc., and specialties.

Lack of jobs or jobs with reasonable pay levels.

Increasing privatization of land surrounding Castle Rock, increasing number of piers/docks, all private.  We bought in '71 with 
the understanding land surrounding Castle Rock Lake would remain undeveloped and open for use of all.

Nothing right now because of our situation.

Most of the trees are gone.  Development is going too fast.

Rate of growth and industrial park development.

High taxes.

High taxes.

The high taxes.

We need more stores, better shops if there is so many people here, and growing as fast as we are why don't we have more 
shops and jobs.  And, the low income stuff.  Our health department office over there makes it to east to get "FREE" stuff.  Every 
one over there is family some how.  I say out with the old and in with the new!

Property taxes much too high.

Too over populated in the summer (especially).  I moved her 20 years ago to get away from the city like atmosphere.  Becoming 
to crowded and over populated.  I doubt that when I retire I will be able to afford to live in the Town of Rome.

The amount of trucks that use our County Hwy C that shouldn't use it.  They do this to go around the weigh station on 39 & 51.  
The airplanes that crop dust and the amount of pesticides that are going into our ditches and ruining trees and shrubs.

Taxes are too high.

The lakes aren't real clean.  Not enough places to get breakfast.

The lack of medical care options and support for home healthcare, Alzheimer support, etc.  The lack of transportation options 
for the elderly.  Job opportunities somewhat limited.

No comment.

Too many regulations.  Too many environmental restrictions.
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Taxes.

ATV Use.

Shortage of goods and services found in county.

High taxes.

The "good old boy" network that is unwilling to bring some of the 21st century into the county.  In the past, Adams County has 
turned away several industries that were interested in Adams County.

Need to go out of Adams/Friendship area to find discount stores.  Need more ethnic restaurants.

Not enough employment and retail establishments.  Some areas look like junkyards and need to be regulated to tidy up (ex.  
Train stuff on Fern Ave and 10th Ave.).

Store are so far away from anything the cops mess with you, just because your not white.  I love the law and I really think we 
need it, but not when Adams County cops are racists.  That’s another thing.  Thank you.

No industry.   I must leave the area to receive a living wage.

Everything.

Lack of jobs to keep our young people here.  Small mindedness between each city, village need to work better together for all 
the area of Adams County.

Lack of concern shown for persons in this township by the county services.

All the trashy people here.

It is close to the Dells.

Low employment and Adams County Sheriffs Department not large enough.

The poverty.

Cluttered up yards, unkempt houses.

The taxes.  It’s a crime you have to pay $5,000.00 for a 800 sq. ft. cottage that’s seasonal on Lake Camelot.  The states 
Attorney General should look into it.  They reassess every year 10-25% going up.  They buy land to develop with the lake 
peoples taxes and we don't have a say in it.

Tax year non round residence same as residence pay user fees that we don't use (garbage pick up) same as residence.

1.  Trailers in poor condition.
2.  No restrictions on vehicles abandoned in yards.
3.  Unsightly yards.
4.  Some side roads in poor condition.
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When people drive their vehicles onto frozen lakes and use power tools to drill through the ice on lakes that prohibit electric and 
gas motorboats.  Also, snowmobiles tearing around frozen lakes.  One again, people on foot lose out.  Once again, lakes that 
ban motorboats.  The lack of sidewalks in residential areas.  The use of lawn pesticides especially around lakes.

The crime rate.  Very hard to dispose of large garbage items.  Why is there a limit to the amount and type of items that the 
dump will accept?  Its no wonder why there is garbage along the road side like sofas, mattresses, and tires.  I have to haul 
trailer loads of garbage all the way back to Milwaukee because there is no place in Adams County to dispose of it.  I think 
Adams County is the dirtiest county in the state (road side litter) because of this.

When too many people come.

Poor TV reception.  Lack/scarcity of restaurants.

Lack of quality dining places.  Lack of quality variety shopping (affordable).  Services provided for the taxes charged.

1.  Lake of good shopping.  The Town of Rome need some additional retailers.

The new industrial park in Rome.

Too many mosquitoes!

Having to deal with out of state or out of community part time residents who abuse the area and use influence to promote stupid 
and selfish goals like lowering of the Tri Lakes in winter which promotes algae growth and hinders fish spawning.

High taxes.

No restaurant that cooks as good as me.

So far I am pretty much happy, I keep to myself and expect my neighbors to do the same.  We have enough police (personally I 
think too many) that seem to run their department like a money making machine.

Not enough attention we people live in the rural areas we seem like we are secondary citizens for roads and plowing.

Smell from the paper mills.

Long commute to grocery and other shopping.

High property taxes.  No equality in fees for hunting, fishing, camping, etc.

Taxes seem to be high.  People that trespass on property and garbage they leave behind.

Increased traffic.

The decrease of shopping and services in Oxford which was the hub of our activities in 1963 when we built our cottage.  Real 
grocery store, care services (a real garage).  (Complete and convenient pharmacy services.

Farmers.  Adams County has no real county land to hunt.  Many other counties make it work.  Juneau being one of them.  
Paper company's sell.  You should buy.  Why not , you make the money off of the woods you cut down not the paper company.  
Think about it!

Tuesday, May 24, 2005 Page 13 of 19



The extremely biased enforcement of town and county laws, rules and regulations

County Board has too much power.

Downtown Friendship/Adams needs revitalization.  Aesthetics are poor.  Too many trailer homes/lots with junk in them.  Few job 
opportunities/high poverty level.

No paid fire department personnel.

High taxes.

The taxes are too high.

Lack of activities in the cities

Rome is already a city in Italy.  We don't need an other one in Wisconsin

Only one food store.  Empty buildings in town.  Taxes are very high for what I receive.

The roads need more fixing, like new blacktop.  These roads need lots of attention.  They need more grocery stores, like a Wal-
Mart closer to our town.  One grocery store is not enough and the one that is here, is way too expensive, for retired people.

Lack of places for adolescents to occupy time and energy.

Rising taxes.

Lack of public transportation especially for seniors.

About the county not enforcing clean up of junk yards and accumulating of debris around homes.

Not enough employment.

The garbage and old vehicles lying around and the dump in house trailers.  You can be poor and be neat!  Distance to 
shopping.  Vacant stores in town.  Drugs in area.

All the new houses going up.

Not enough food stores for competition.  IGA doesn't lower food prices like Save Lot or ALDI.

The economic development that encourages companies that will ruin our clean and peaceful environment.

It is too near to the Dells.  Need more enforcement of rules against abandoning unregistered vehicles, trash and the use of 
mobile homes outside of prescribed mobile home parks.

Could be more stores in towns.  Not enough DNR presence.  Not enough public access to lakes and rivers (Petenwell).
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The high property taxes.  People in this town in particular have to pay way too much for taxes.  Does any of this money to road 
maintenance…County D is a wreck!  All year round and in the summer could really stand to be mowed more than two times!  
There should also be a school in Rome - kids here have to ride the bus far too long!  60% of Nekoosa's kids live in Rome.

Shopping - Department stores and grocery store only IGA?  And stores aren't open early for the 2nd shift and third shifts people.

We in Rome pay to manage other peoples tax, its not right to be over taxed, we came here to retire and not be overtaxed for 
everything that happens in our county.

Lack of grocery stores, good restaurants, pharmacies -- without driving for miles and department stores, hardware stores, etc.  
Lack of good paying jobs with benefits.  ATV trails on the road I live on -- really awful in summer and many speeders!  Moved 
here for "quiet" serenity!

People moving in and wanting it to be like the big cities.

High taxes.

Too quiet.  Not enough jobs, not enough industry.  Need a couple big stores like Menards and Fleet Farm.

No public transportation.  Property taxes are high.

Taxes.

Adams county government.  Too many committees, need one strong administrator.

Regulation.

High taxes.  The growth in Rome (large homes, high land prices and taxes) ensures we will not have more year round residents 
and voters because the wages in Central Wisconsin cannot support living here.  Therefore, we have a vicious cycle started.  If 
more homes and businesses meant less taxes - GREAT - but the "Pie just keeps getting bigger" it doesn't stay the same size 
and split more ways.  The tax base just gets bigger!  No relief for taxpayers.  More spending - bigger budget.

Taxes going up too fast for all the seniors who are living on a fixed income.

I wish there was a solution to the abundance of weeds in the Big-Roche-Cri where our cabin is located.

1.  Property taxes - outrageous.
2.  Excessive governmental bodies - too much government for so few bodies.

N/A

Property tax is much too high for what I receive from town and county government.  Crooked politics.

Nothing, as it now stands.

High taxes.

The fact that the recycle center is so far away and the high cost of disposal of large items unless you have your own truck.
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Property taxes are high.  One grocery store.  No recreation, I.e., skate park, swimming pools available for public use.

To many homes popping up all over the place.

Nothing.

I don't like to drive around in our town and see yards full of junk and anywhere from two to five trailers parked on one piece of 
property.  This should not be allowed.  Where do these trailers empty their sewage?  We need to do something about this.

Only one food store.  IGA isn't enough.  We need more choices; something more north for those who don't drive or live so close 
to Friendship.  Something more affordable, like an ALDIS.  IGA shouldn't have a monopoly on people outside of Friendship, it's 
our choice, not IGA!

Few opportunities and services.  Culturally poverty stricken population.

Limited service.

The way they do the roads in Preston; for what they charge for taxes (13th Dr.)

Distance from employer.

Non locals coming in and wanting to bring the city and attitudes here to change us.  Non locals coming here (the crazies) and 
not knowing to behave or respect.

Sheriffs Department reputation.

Messy property and junk cars.

Distances needed to travel to get to big retail stores.  Larger Health Care facilities.

Need another grocery store, like a ALDI'S!

I haven't found anything that I don't like.  I don't live there, but own land.

Expansion.

Lack of zoning.

The train that sits on 14th Ave. for extended periods of time.

Lake of shopping and restaurants.

The power company's lack of interest to bring power to about seven places less than one-half mile away.

Taxes have gone up - though.
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Population is increasing too fast.

People and businesses can put ugly signs anywhere!  There is no sign ordinance.  It seams to me businesses can expand to 
wherever they want!  We need to make sign ordinances and businesses should be kept in one industrial area and one retail 
area.  Thank you.

Taxes.  Constant subdivision rise.

It is difficult to contact business's on weekends.

Limited activities and shopping in Friendship.

Subdivision of large land parcels, should have a 10 acre rule I undeveloped areas.

Not enough industry to keep younger people here for jobs.  We need more balance soon between the younger adults and older.

The high taxes on residential property.

The D.N.R.'s intrusion on our lakes.

The possibility of taxpayer supported "affordable housing".  The property tax rates are too high right now.  I see very little in 
return for my taxes I pay.

High taxes - lack of employment opportunities.  Law suites and liability situations the county gets into.

Unkept properties.

Wish we could find a solution to roadside garbage dumping and also dumping of appliances and garbage in the woods.  Maybe 
if you bring stuff to the dump but can't pay you could have a free pass.  We would volunteer for a community-wide pick up 
campaign.  Also, affordable housing is better than cheap trailers or renters who don't have any pride in their place.

I live in fear that "city" people are going to continue to move into the area and try to build and demand all the amenities that a 
city provides.

Weekenders.

Not enough choices of trade, the existing businesses have a monopoly.

Winter.

There is not public transportation if you might need it.

Not full time resident.

Low educational level.  Limited cultural, entertainment options.
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Population explosion, driving up cost of land and homes and driving up taxes (property).  Too much development, too fast in 
lake areas.

Distance to the affordable grocery stores and difficulty contacting rural/part-time local officials in the townships.

Taxes.

Downtown area dead.  No vitality, eyesore buildings, vacant.

The unsightly, ill-planned subdivisions.  The ravaging of farm land for residential subdivisions.

The pollution in the lakes, development and cutting of trees.

None.

(1)  Having to drive 45 miles (round trip) to the county landfill to recycle and dispose garbage.  Pay county taxes and still have to 
pay to dispose garbage $5.00 minimum.  All townships don't have to do this and I think it's unfair.  If the residents of Strongs 
Prairie can dispose of garbage, tires, appliances, etc., for free, why should I be charged???  The landfill being in that township 
should not make any difference.  (2)  Taxes.

The tearing down and clearing of land.  Being able to build a business with large buildings next to residents.  The people move 
here to "get away" from the city then make their new home "Adams Co." just like what they left for that stinks!

Too many people, houses and commercial areas.

Noise of fireworks late at night.  Jet ski boats going every where on the lake.  Boats too big for the lake.  Non-members of 
beach club using and taking over the beach club.

Lack of developed protection land/government land for public use.

Number of new homes going up and large pieces of land developed into smaller tracts.

Cost of living (taxes, school).

Rural areas being built up too fast.

Property taxes (excessive).

County government becoming like Gestapo.  They do not listen to the people paying the bill.

Lack of public transportation.

To many weekenders, government not operating efficiently.  People not wanting growth in industry.

N/A
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I feel property owners should keep a certain standard of cleanliness as far as not collecting "junk" all over their property.  I don't 
like for government to tell people what to do on their land, but sometimes these little junk yards are an extreme eyesore and 
should be cleaned up a little.

the county not taking a stand and enforcing rules and regulations.  Letting people do what they want in differences to the laws.

Public transportation.

Neglected old houses, old junk cars in the fields.

The properties that are left looking like deep south old cars, refrigerators, stoves, etc.

I believe the taxes are way out of line for services.  We make 8,000 to 10,000 yearly and not 60 to 80 thousand, so give us a 
break.

Nothing.

The fact that as property owners, we are not able to have in state rates for things like fishing licenses because we are not full 
time residents.

Not enough variety in restaurants and lack of grocery stores.

The theft going on in our area.  The police do little and nothing about it.  I had some important information to give the sheriff, 
and she would not let me talk to her.  However, Larry Warren did get some thieves for us.

High real estate taxes.

Taxes.  No jobs.  Every time new businesses want to come in our area they get rejected.  You have to go outside the county for 
jobs.

Shoreline for beach use and its upkeep.

Don't condemn and remove old, abandoned properties that are unsafe.  Don't regulate number of dogs or loose dogs also 
unsafe.

Government processes are not representative of population.  Planning does not involve many ideas or facts but represents 
goals of very few.  County board has agenda that has been very destructive to needy.  Schools have been built to inadequate 
size of population coming to school.

County's reputation, lack of cultural opportunities, time response from law enforcement.  County's image as place where 
ignorant and inbred people live.
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14. Any other general comments you would like to make.

People are becoming discouraged about owning lake property because of the rapidly escalating property taxes.

We need more preservation and restoration plans.  I am particularly concerned about unchecked commercial over 
development.  The lakes, woods, waters, and wildlife are a gift to this county and what makes it a great place to live.  It is its 
own, best economic engine!  I have witnessed first hand how over development has ruined breathtaking country areas and 
turned them to suburban sprawl all in the name of progress.

Make sure all motorists with a registered vehicle (including farm or other) have insurance while in operation.

I know we'll see growth as it cannot be avoided due to the population overload.  I would like to see emphasis on taking care of 
what we already have.  (Our land, lakes, trails, etc.)  Provide an opportunity for there to be employers who can offer good 
paying jobs so our general population is not living so poorly.  Keep taxes down!  I do not believe much in lots of free services as 
it tends to enable people to continue to be freeloaders, but do assist with individuals taking responsibility of their own lives.  
Protect our land (woods and farm land).

Its time to grow as a recreational area, and time to grow with the times.  How about some new ideas in city and county boards.  
Better yet how about new board members.

We need zoning to control the development.  Substandard housing needs to be upgraded.  Added training for emergency 
personnel.

Wish there was more good earning jobs for residents.

I love it here the way it is!  Keep Adams County beautiful.

None.

Wonderful place to retire to.

Do what must be done and stay out of our business.

We could use an Aldis or Piggley Wiggley store - a clothing facility, Dairy Queen - Even a Culvers would be good.  People don't 
stop where there is nothing to do after they get here.  Restaurants are hurting too.

Road repairs in Jackson Township.

Protect the land, control growth and don't feel pressures to jump on new growth.  Trust the process.

A county wide commitment to planning is a very wise use of tax dollars and staff planning is key to reducing the wonderful 
qualities of Adams County.

I don't want to see this area turn into over populated and destroyed by taking away from the beauty it now possesses.

Keep R-1 zoning to a minimum adjoining to other R-1 zoning areas.

Reducing the cost of water and electricity for seasonal residents.
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People who try and fix up their places and try and improve them get taxed and people who don't give a darn and let their places 
go to hell get by with it.  I think it should be the other way around, they should be fined for letting their places to like they do.  
People such as disabled or seniors on low income should be able to get some kind of help from the community or state (with 
things like yard clean up, house painted, roofs, windows and doors).  Where are the churches and area clubs to help these 
people as a community?  We always come up with help for other countries and foreigners.  We need to help our own.  High 
School kids in summer/trouble teens have them help/volunteer.

If displaced city people move to the rural area for the country living, they should not try to change the country.  We can not 
afford to have snow plows running up and down the roads trying to catch every snowflake before it hits the ground.  
Comprehensive Planning you should is good as long as it is done right.

I attended one town sub-committee meeting and was told by the Town Chairman his first concern is for permanent, long-time 
residents.  While I understand his point of view (and somewhat agree) new residents, both full and part time deserve 
consideration.  When someone invests $500,000 in Adams Co. property, even if it is vacation property (such as Northern Bay) 
they expect and deserve to be heard and seriously considered.

Gun deer season can be a scary time of year.  I would like to see a county wide plan that would substantially reduce rifle use by 
designating shotgun only areas.

I do not like large, over 15 unit low income housing developments, as they create a ghetto.  The anonymity of large housing 
developments is not conductive to small town values and personal responsibility that makes a place safe and neighborly.

No.

Various well traveled and beautiful side roads littered with liquor bottles, tires and McDonalds.  Public Lakes are littered with old 
fishing lines, weeds, cigarettes.  Wetlands such as one large area of Goose Lake being stripped slowly of marsh for big private 
boats.  Five years ago there was a pair of White Whooping Cranes there with Sandhill Cranes.  Very few now.

Should be one set of codes and standards for all townships in the county so they each do not have their own little kingdom.  
When townships feel they need to do any kind of tree maintenance they need to notify landowners, and all meeting minutes 
need to be published.  Town officials need to communicate more with people on what they need to do if doing any building.

Good job on reducing taxes but need to economically develop additional areas.

Leave everything the way it is. I'm not interested in the county wasting anymore of my tax money.

None.

Tax rate far exceeds the services received.

We have made many friends and I love all of them.  Yet, there are many people in town who are very prejudiced, especially 
against the Indians and anyone who looks like them.  Maybe you should have seminars the town could attend regarding this 
subject.  People should get to know each other before they make judgments.  The friends we have made here are great people 
who didn't judge us first.  They got to know us and even after 15 years or more are still friends with us.  We must be nice after 
all.  Too bad so many others in the community don't try to get to know us first and then judge us.  They might actually like us.  
Would that be so bad?  We are Hispanic, not American Indian, but who cares?

I realize that some growth and development is necessary to keep a community viable.  But once that growth and development 
gets out of hand, the attractiveness of that community is lost forever.

I love it just as it is!
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I understand the need for growth and economic development to support it.  If growth is necessary or unavoidable it should be 
done right which is why I checked "strongly agree" with the 14 major goals.  However, I enjoy the peacefulness of this 
communities and would hate to see the A-F area overrun by development.  That should be left to the "Big Cities"!!  Please keep 
the preservation of the environment the number one priority.

I would hope that any development plans does not destroy the character of the county or alter its rural nature.

No comment, see above.

Adams County has a lot to offer but we need to make sure that they all are protected, peoples way of life, wildlife, businesses.  
They can all co-exist and can have a growing county while still keeping taxes low and way of lives safe.  Thank you for asking 
our opinion.

This is a poorly written survey.  If you are committed to planning for the next 20 years, you should consider professional 
assistance for things like this survey--and I would definitely not use the results of this survey as the basis for decision making 
since many of the questions are written in such a way as to lead to a biased answer.

Would like to be able to have more areas to ride our ATV's in, possible trail system?  Yes, we do understand there is 
environmental concerns.

We have a seasonal lake property on Lake Mason which my parents had.  It is a poor lake, weedy, no swimming or very little.  
Perrier problem is a large one.  Our family doesn't want our prop. So we are selling it.

Adams is too close to the Dells and we don't want to get the tourist overflow.

Public services will have to keep up with the growth, people move here and expect big city services.  You have voluntary fire 
department, roads that are not plowed or salted for days after storms, sheriff or police department that have only two deputies 
on duty.  If it grows then taxes must raise but there are few good jobs!

Do not restrict a landowner from building a home, cottage, vacation home, etc., on their own land.

Many of us who spend five to six months of the year in Adams county have found that cellular phone, and internet service is at 
best spotty and behind in infrastructure requirements for digital service for cell phones and DSL (digital subscriber lines) of 
broadband cable TV service for internet banking and other on-line financial services.  AOL has only dial up service for which 
there is no local access number so you must use either a number in the extended service area at an additional   .04 a minute, 
or a limited toll free number.

Continue to promote tourism.  Special days in Dells, etc.

Any planning that is going on must try to entice not just people but a higher quality people to the county.  This program will only 
work if you have people that understand the goals for the county and not just for their own personal agenda.

I would like to see very little commercial development.

No.

Not sure about the impact the golf coarse will have on the area around Dell wood, Lakewood.  Hoping the traffic won't increase 
too bad.  Hope the lake area won't get too crazy during he summer months.  Hope idiots won't start speeding around the streets 
20th Check Ave. (Z) Hoping the boat ramp won't get to crowded at Strong Prairie.

Taxes are far too high for this area.
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At present we just own land in Adams County.

Adams survive with minimal changes for many generations in my family.  Revenue appears to be sufficient, why the request to 
restructure?

The encroachment of Dells commercialism is often very irresponsible.  Adams county should work to maintain its rural 
atmosphere.  More funding should be generated from tourists, commercial, recreation, and large business interests.  Smart 
growth planning is perhaps good.  Thank you for conducting this survey.  Hopefully collective results from this survey will be 
used to benefit the future of Adams county and its residents.

Adams County should have a 1/2 of 1 percent sales tax for "Capital Projects and debt reductions only".  Users would pay for 
part of the expenses incurred and it would also relieve some of the property tax burden.  Washington County has used this for 
years very successfully.  Tourist revenue should help pay for what is being used.

I don't want to see tax dollars being spent to protect environment of water, etc., so some industrial user can develop/build in an 
area.  Let them pay.

You have state of ideas to make our County better and that is good.  But be careful that you don't take away our freedoms or 
give one office too much power.  This could ruin this county in a hurry.

Why is Adam County Town Board so afraid of A/F IGA.  We will send the Town Board a letter.  And if nothing is done within six 
months to get another supermarket in to Adams County we will contact someone in Madison to find out what goes on between 
Adams-Friendship IGA and the Town Board.

I feel that you need a good balance between residential, and commercial/retail to hold real estate taxes in check.  Now is the 
time to look at incentive for commercial and attract these new companies.

Stop looking for ways to raise taxes.  I know as a "weekender" I have no rights, but in a few years I will be a resident and I will 
vote, so watch your spending.

We hope that our area doesn't turn into a very busy area.  Also, when people build on property it's not junky and not so 
expensive that our taxes sky rocket in our area.  We enjoy living here and would like to stay.

Provide some sort of incentive for people in rural areas a resource or service to get rid of all the junk in their yards or on their 
property.  For instance old cars, appliances, farm implements, etc.

Keep the Town of Rome growing but under control and quality.

Some times the "customer care attitude" you get in the county offices is one of distain /  I could care less about what your 
problem is.  Maybe some have been there too long or maybe residents really are not that friendly to them either.  I am 
comfortable with what I have and so hope that the county does grow too fast.  It won't be long and I'll be a senior citizen.

Taxes in rural areas such as Rome Township are very high.  Management of lands, such as the industrial park, are great ideas 
only if they are used primarily for tax reduction.

We been in Adams County for over 30 years.  We retired up here four years ago.  We love it just the way it is.

Lower taxes.

Being a land owner in the Town of Rome, I notice the secret type government issues, as in the business park being built without 
proper permits.  The Town of Rome and Adams County Planning and Zoning hate each other. Rome is trying to show Adams 
county they do not need them.
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More communications between county and small towns.

The Board sucks.  See letter attached.

I appreciate your asking of my opinion.  It might be helpful in the future if you included a short paragraph on each of the 14 
goals under question 10.  In a prior city I lived in they had some success with a low interest loan improvement district to help 
homeowners improve their property (painting, roofing, landscaping, etc.)

I really would like to see Rome's taxes go down considerably, but I do realize that’s probably just a pipe dream.  The Alpine 
Business Park may help but only if companies and entrepreneurs can afford the taxes to be located there.  If they can, maybe 
some of those higher paying jobs mentioned above will trickle into the area.

Don't spoil the beautiful country side by over developing.

Put a freeze on taxes.  They are taxing people on fixed income out of their homes.  Or is that what you are trying to do?  Get rid 
of the poor people and move in the richer ones from Chicago, etc?

Zoning Regulations which penalize homeowners who want to improve their property (thus increasing the tax base) are 
ridiculous!  Because my home is closer to the street than permitted (as it was when I bought it) I have to provide additional 
information and the amount I can spend is limited, even though I don't was to build towards the street.  I don't understand this 
thinking.

You are doing a great job.

I hope the DNR does not alter or make any changes to Roche-A-Cri Lake.  Last year the DNR was considering closing part of 
this lake.

We love our country home.  Maybe a real nice "Kwick Trip" on co. Z and 21 would be nice.  The scenery is always beautiful in 
the country!  Try have some competition on grocery stores.

The county should be kept more rural, farmland, to preserve its appeal.!

Too much bad government.

Any increases of industrial business should be kept away from the lakes.  No condo's on Petenwell Flowage!!!

Very happy to be part of your area.

The County needs to enforce zoning regulations and not grant variances for every "hangnail".  Needs uniform set backs and 
mandatory culverts.  Zoning for unused and unlicensed "trash" in yards.

High density development comes at a grave cost with regard to municipal services expenses.  It destroys the beauty and 
serenity that everyone sought there in the first place.

(Focus on the locals not the visitors.)  I think Adams County needs to focus it resources and policies (if any) toward education of 
its local people, encouragement of well-paying jobs NOT low-paying service jobs, protecting the natural beauty by creating the 
need in people/businesses to do so instead of through "laws"; using technological advancements in creative-forward thinking 
ways instead of "catch-up" to other areas.  Let the success and advancement of the local population grow in Adams County not 
the "instant gratification" of outside influences.

Its changing too fast and will force older residence out because of a rise in taxes due to wealthy development.  (What can be 
done to protect older residents to keep their property and not become dependant on the County or State for housing.
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Do not let developers cut out too many trees in the business park.  I see thing (the park) as a possible joke, but will wait and see.

Leave us alone!!!

It is a very nice place to live, bring up our family, open areas.

"Urban sprawl" is unavoidable but it can be controlled to protect the environment which is reason #1 why most people live here.

Please, please leave room for the deer and the rabbits and the chipmunks and the birds and the coyotes and the beavers and 
the woodchucks and the grouse.  Amen.

We very much appreciate the interest and concern you are exhibiting with regard to planning for development.  Hopefully the 
input from these surveys will show that managed development is sought by the people of the area and will be so important for 
the future of Adams County.

See section 12.

No.

Plan to retire in Adams county.  Like what I saw or I wouldn't have bought land there.  Taxes have went up every year despite 
no new developments.  Area needs a good plan that gives best value for the tax dollar.  I now live in a highly developed area 
and taxes never go down or slow down.

I have had family property for 30 years near a lake in Adams County.  We are having problems with overgrowth in our lake.  
Any help or advise maintaining the delicate balance of nature in our lake would be welcome.

Landowner rights are supreme and should not be taken away.

Must keep snowmobile and ATV trails and roads open.  Rumored county was closing them. They are the livelihood of small 
roadhouses and supper clubs across the county.

Land use plans should avoid limiting property owners rights to an appreciable degree.  A few new homes here and there is a 
good thing, but trailer parks, condominiums, and multiple home subdivisions are not.

I am not a full-time resident but if I was, my opinion would be the same.  What I like most about Adams County is how the rural, 
natural environment has been maintained.  What I don't like to see are developments like the one on the West side of Hwy 13 
near Rome.

None

In the coming years, every five acres will have a home on it and trees and wildlife will be gone.

I believe Adams county has plenty of government land which pays little in tax base.  We need more growth to create tax base.  
Less smart growth.

I would not change most things in county.

Need more good paying MFG. jobs.
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We have a great challenge, we need to preserve Adams County's natural beauty but at the same time we need better 
employment opportunities which means build, which in turn could take away from nature.  We need industry.

Would like to see some projects that involve the youth in this community.  There is a need for a center or something other than 
4-H, FFA to interest all young people to take an interest and pride in their community.

More news coverage from county meetings.

We plan on moving to our home in Adams County within five years.  We would like it to stay as it is, quiet, clean, friendly, and 
not become "built-up" or crowded like our home here.

Stay small enough to be quaint.

The recreational opportunities Adams County offers are its greatest asset and need a hands on approach while not interfering 
with private property rights.  It is a great challenge but the rewards make the effort the right thing to do.  Government provides 
the roadmap but private enterprise is the engine.

We realize people want to move to the country.  BUT everybody in Dell Prairie wants subdivisions.  There looking at dollar 
signs.  We want MORE Restrictions on them because well need better roads and more law enforcement which means more 
taxes.  Don't believe how good they'll be!

Right now it seem that as long as they have the money, anyone can build anything they want, where they want it.  There does 
not seem to be a land use plan in effect.  The county is similar to a 3rd world nation in that in trying to build an economic base, 
they re allowing anything to go and ignoring their strength, which is a gorgeous relatively untouched wild area.  You can 
develop, but where needs to be restricted and there are very too many trailer homes.

If you have low income housing, it has to be well planned out so it doesn't have a negative outcome on the residents that are 
there.  Low income housing brings a lower class of people that brings more crime to the area, and a slum looking area.  This 
transportation deal is a joke, you live in the county, everybody would go broke paying for this.  If you have this housing plan near 
Hwy 13, that would save taxpayers a lot of money.  As a landowner I don't need county government telling me what I should do 
with my land.

Like it the way it is, too many people will make it too city-like.

TAXES ARE OUT OF LINE.

I an not very familiar with the demographics (like housing needs) but around the country the popular thing is to try to preserve 
the old-fashioned look of towns.  It's good for tourism and I think local people too would like the feeling of security and warmth of 
the older styles from the turn of the century (1900_ to the 50's.  Nostalgia really sells.  Don't let building scatter over the 
countryside.  It will just look like endless suburb.  I've been coming there since I was 3 mos. Old.  It's like home to me.

20 years ago life was much nicer here in Adams County.  Each year it gets ___

We have high taxes and poor services.

Promote clean up of unsightly yards/dwellings.  Thank you.  Preserve and beautify the natural environment.

People who currently reside here almost without exception prefer the lifestyle offered by the area.  Development is for the most 
part an economic venture which destroys the best thing this area has going for it, the uncrowded clean, beautiful surrounding.  
Rigorous standards and high density/low impact for any manuf./industrial.

Tell newcomers to leave the Green Devils stay.  If they are so against something that has been here for over 60 years, (the 
newcomers) should leave and settle down somewhere else.

Tuesday, May 24, 2005 Page 7 of 14



If we continue to encourage welfare recipients to flock to Adams County we will have a society of people that the county tax roll 
can not sustain.  We "the county" need to attract and keep productive honest members of society!

I'm very happy with the appearance and beauty of A/F  If it doesn't change at all, I'll be most happy, a little change is ok, we 
must be stewards of our environment and surroundings, development is a curse, and a blessing for the developers.

We need less Planning and Zoning.  Less spent on roads.  Professional management (hired manager) of County government.

Needs to improve P. Department and county workers as for county needs.  Why a survey, don't they elect people in all areas 
where you ask about?  Will this and all be forgotten.

My opinion is that you government officials are doing the best job of any in the whole State of Wisconsin.  Keep it up!!!

Be more friendly for tourism.  Need ATV trails in Quincy.  Allocate money for public beaches (i.e. Carlson's)

Have trailer in Rome.

Its nice, lets try to keep it that way.

The industrial area going up near the intersection of Hwy 13 and D in Rome.  To my surprise it is just happening.  I don't 
remember being notified that that was going to happen.  Did they just decide to develop it.  Who had a say in its development.  
Who owns it?

Stop raising taxes.

We need to consider traffic generated on lake and on local roads by major condo/resort development.

Seasonal residents like myself are property taxpayers who are not "full time residents".  Nevertheless, we are a dependable 
source of tax revenue and a renewable source of discretionary spending.  We support education, local services, county 
government and state programs, yet we are treated as tourists.  Seasonal residents need to be seen as a unique and vital part 
of Wisconsin's economic life, separate from tourists.

Plant more trees and preserve natural areas such as lakes, woodlands, wetlands and wildlife habitats.

Stop development.

I am a land owner for hunting and recreation.  Personally it seems there is no true/honest tax format in place.  Also, many sites 
in the area are closer to a junk yard than a residence. This alone lowers surrounding areas and its/our tax base.  Town of Leola 
off County Rd. C to the North on 6th Ave.  For Example #1.

Good luck!

I love Adams County and want our county to succeed, but not at the cost of losing its peaceful and beautiful landscapes, woods, 
lakes, etc.  If commercial growth is inevitable, I want it out of sight and it better have an affect on lowering taxes.

I believe we have too much garbage and cars and trucks and such sitting in peoples yards.  Do they drain these vehicles that 
they don't use so the oil, gas, battery acids and such don't go into the ground water?  Why is this allowed.?

Adams county Board should stop paying law suites off without going to court.  Not pay $15,000.00 a year for positions that are 
not necessary!!!
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Leave what there is left out there.

No comment.

Get the ATV trails out of Lake Arrowhead.

Contamination of ground water problem.

Having recently moved from the Chicago area, I am pleased with life here.

Keep building on to Adams county.  Thank you have a great day.

People need to realize we need industry to help keep property taxes from taxing us out of our homes.

Need to attract a wide variety of business, from retail, manufacturing, service.  We need another stop light for traffic control on 
Hwy 13.

None.

I am not being foolish in the above - it is a fact of life that the Dells provides employment but also brings too many people to an 
environmentally sensitive area.

In winter Adams County is always the last on the roads, but they do a good job when they are out.

Why can't Adams and Friendship merge so share expenses?

I am a part time resident, but there are no benefits in living here.  It would be good if we could get some type of discount on our 
license.

I do not live here, do not feel qualified to take this survey.

The role of government is not to provide subsidized housing.  A concentration of subsidized housing (or non owner occupied) is 
an area with higher social problems I.e. chemical-alcohol dependency abuse, crime, etc.

The taxes have to stop.  Its getting to the point you can't sell your property because of the taxes.  When DNR let the cranberry 
bogs come in before the lakes, which dump into the lake are full of weeds.  And another thing all that taxes for schools are 
going to Wood Co. NOT ADAMS.

Encourage the public spirit by making more public (prohibiting motors) accessible areas and make commercial and industrial 
businesses pay their fair share of taxes to support the overall community.

Not a full time resident at present, hope to be in future.

County government focuses too much just on the Adams Friendship areas, and does too little for the rest of the county.  The 
county should take a position to help other towns not put demands on them.  County should help maintain county lakes with 
local governments.  Our lakes are our asset.

I would like to see the Town o Rome get their own post office.  A Nekoosa address is so confusing to people.
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People move to the Tri-Lakes area to get away from everything you are trying to bring into the community.  I, along with many 
others, are considering selling our home and moving to a location that emphasizes a quality of life rather than industrial growth.

I don't want to see anything changed to much in Adams Friendship.  The people are so nice.

The carp problem in Petenwell and Castle Rock should be addressed.  There must be some safe way to reduce and dispose of 
them.  We just have to gather and brainstorm some solution.

N/A

Everyone I have met has been nice except the postmaster.

You will know it when and if it happens!!!  Just leave me and my loved ones alone, we bother no one and except to be treated in 
the same fashion.

I wish more funding would be available for low income people such as energy assistance and food stamp program.  I've already 
ran out of LP one cold night because of lack of money when energy assistance didn't call back to do emergency refill by 3:00 
P.M. the next day I had to borrow to get money to fill LP tank.  I have a child here.

It would be very helpful to have brush pick-up during spring and fall seasons, and recyclable pick-up on a weekly rather than 
monthly basis.  Compliments to Adams County on great strides over past 40 years in county structure and services and in 
protection of resources.  In early 60's there were practically no codes on anything!

I can't believe how Adams County can let the farmers cut down 40, 80, 160 acres at a time and drop the water table.  And know 
one seems to care.  Not just a loss of habitat for many animals.  But a loss on what Adams County was the woods.  I'm 31 
years old been coming up since I was 10 and just in that start of time frame I've seen many acres disappear.  What a shame.  
The Town of Lincoln and Leola looks like a baron waste land of what it was!

Developments like Northern Bay, Chula Vista, etc., should pay a much larger share of property taxes.  Property owners should 
pay property taxes based on the price they originally paid not on what is paid for property at any other future time.

Taxes are higher each year.

Leave us alone.  The people who came here to get away from the city - should not try to bring it with them!

We need new blood in government.  Not the same people on every board.

I'm against housing units to be built in this area like Northern Bay which encourages people moving here from Illinois and other 
areas that are prosperous.  They will raise our property taxes and soon we that are retired will not be able to afford our property 
tax.

Land owner have rights.

I think the Adams, Friendship area should get a department store and another grocery store in area.  Would also like to see 
more affordable housing for senior citizens.

I would like to see industrial growth stay in the city with no branching out.  I would like to see more assets put into the school 
district.  I also would like to see less government interest in telling us what we can and can't do with our property that we are 
suppose to own!

No
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Business and housing developments contrary to modern beliefs do not lower taxes as it causes more expense and crime.

Property rights should be considered first.  I do not believe that there is a snowball's chance in hell that I will ever see my taxes 
go down.  Adams County should limit the amount of dollars spent on social welfare programs and discourage illegal immigration.

There should be a grocery store in Rome - not just a gas station/grocery store/bait shop.  There should be a larger hotel here so 
people that come to snowmobile, ski, ATV, hunt etc. have a nice place to stay all year round - not just in the summer.  County 
officials should try to remember the # of registered voters here!

You need to build up.  There needs to be more shopping, grocery stores, fast food places.  You have your out of towners who 
come and wood come more often.  Clothes stores for older people and small sizes and not flared leg jeans.

I have said enough, no more talk.

Rules should be in place to prevent homeowners/renters from turning their property into "junkyards" with rusting cars, etc. piled 
everywhere.  Many areas are worse than the poorest ghetto areas in the big cities!

Our land is underdeveloped - taxes went from $30 something a year to $151.00 in a matter of a few years - services haven't 
changed - that's a bit ridiculous.

Since we are not residents of Adams County the majority of the survey questions do not apply to or affect us.  Our recently 
purchased land cannot be enjoyed due to the highly restrictive and cumbersome rulings which we feel are unnecessary.  I am 
including our telephone number for further discussion but, as in the past, do not expect any contact.  (920) 788-2624.

Nope.

Question #6.  Housing and industry development are two totally different types of development and should not be together in 
this questionnaire.  None of these questions are specific and our answers could be quite misleading to you.  We are not happy 
with the growth in our Community - Lakes are overcrowded for five months out of year - but area deserted the remaining seven 
months leaving rental businesses struggling - then we build a business park without a referendum vote.  Our Board is unrealistic.

Not at this time.

Our 40 acres is used for hunting, recreation, and relaxation with family and friends.

I like the trend toward future and continued growth in the Town of Rome area.  We would like to see more residential and 
commercial development.  By allowing developers to create new "planned" developments we will create smart growth.  We 
need more development.

In answer to #8 question on the front page, less spending is what will lower taxes.

I own recreation lands and am not a full time resident.

Don't change a good thing!!!  Keep the county as it is!!!

I had black top road on Gale Ct. most of my life, now all it is "tar road" sucks.  To many flatlanders taking over our beautiful 
lakes.

I am from Illinois.  I moved here because people are friendly and not hostile.  I love the open land!  I love what I bought on 
Buttercup Ct.  I love the privacy I have there. I'd like to see more done for elderly residents who can't get around and more jobs 
open up for youth in the area.  People have a "we take care of our own" attitude.  Hire our own before outsiders.
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The county needs to grow in such a manner as to encourage a diverse population of race and economic background.  More 
"white color" opportunities need to be available.

Strongs Prairie taxes; outrages.

I don't believe the county/community would be concerned with road maintenance of our home road would it be due to a family 
with handicapped member who live there.

Although we are not currently full time residents, we plan to be within the next year.  The area could use some good paying jobs 
which would promote economic growth.  This needs to be held to a minimum as far as taxes are concerned.  Allow the county 
to grow economically and the rest will come.

Our residential roads could use some better clearing in winter.

None

I own 10 acres of land that I am planning on building a second home or retirement home on.

If you want to live in the city-go to the city!  I've been there!!!  With cities come more taxes!!!.  With expansion comes more 
people, with more people comes more community problems and less freedom of mobility and nature!!!

I used to live in Big Flats, I worked in Wisconsin Dells to earn wages to keep food in the refrigerator.  I hunted and fished as 
much as I could to supplement the freezer with meat.  I moved to Milwaukee to earn a better way of life.  I still own a few acres 
in Big Flats for recreational purposes only.

Need affordable electricity run to my property.  I plan to retire in the Town of Easton but due to the price to have power run may 
have to go somewhere else in the State.  I would live to discuss this issue with someone from the county.

Discourage the development of lands for multifamily use e.g. condos, apartments, rental properties.

It is a wonderful place to spend summers.

Lower income housing should be kept closer to urban area so as to keep their services more affordable for the taxpayers in 
general.  Transportation makes more sense for them this way.  We have too many trailer homes in this county.  We need to be 
concerned.

Preserve the land.  Once it is paved over, you and your descendents will never, never get it back.

Out of state property owners to be treated as a property owner.  You get enough of our money as it is.  As our taxes and 
licenses go up we spend less at your businesses.

Your taxes on the lake properties are way out of line.  Too high.  You are forcing us out of our cottages.  We bring lots of money 
to Adams county and pay our outrageous taxes too  You over estimate the values. grrr!

Development and advancement are necessary and inevitable.  The county should look for ways to have both development and 
natural beauty while exercising financial control.  People will always vote to get free stuff from the government, especially if they 
don't have to pay for it.  Raising taxes is not a desirable attribute of Adams County.

County reputation is improving.

County should utilize skyline ski hill.
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We need another grocery store near A/F, like Aldi.  We would support having a YMCA with an indoor pool.  So many after 
school and weekend activities for kids at all levels would be available.  Maybe an upgraded movie house with several seatings 
would be good.  Lastly, I would like to see more space provided to the Humane Shelter.

More emphases on industry and less on tourism.

We like the wildlife, the quiet.

Don't waste taxpayers money.

There is an empty industrial park right near us I would like to see something on it.  Also, Oxford was a nice little town when we 
bought this property.  I realize that is not Adams County, but I wish it would come to life again.

I would like the area to remain as it is.

Big Flats is awesome!  Great place for a family outing on the Quads.

The question about additional development lowering taxes.  That seldom if ever happens.  The high sales of current property is 
raising the value of the surrounding areas.  The theory is higher value-lower taxes-Ha!!

I like to hunt and fish and I think a lot of people do and I would hate to see that disappear with development and pollution.

I think it is a fine and appropriate goal to work on for the future.

The southern industrial park??? Please explain!!!  It has been very vacant way too long.  Maybe turn it into Adams County 
Landfill South.

I'm tired of rights being taken away just because someone has more pull.  The loss of habitual for the wildlife is unforgivable.  
Make the cities the cities and the country the country.  What a sad thing it is to see how little wildlife means, very sad.

Please try not to overpopulate the county with housing and commercial development, and allow plenty of natural areas to 
balance things out--consider cluster development.

The most important issue to remember is to balance the "community goals" with private property rights.  All property owners 
should feel some "restriction" to complete property use, if in fact the "community" desires a form of restriction on some of the 
property.

We do need a Wal-Mart Super Store.

None.

Please put in paper how much money was spent on this goofy survey.  (Including everything)  Breakdown of all expenses.

N/A

Currently I reside in Dane County.  I would hate to see Adams County follow in Dane's footsteps.  Subdivisions need to be 
discouraged in rural areas to keep some sense of country atmosphere.  Dane County is a never ending sea of vinyl siding that 
is ugly and inescapable, please don't allow this in Adams.  I hope that in 20 years it will still be a beautiful place to live.
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Have property in Adams County but do not live there.

Clean the public forests, remove old, dead trees, sell wood to the public, provide more police patrol to the areas where people 
have vacation homes.  Make DNR agents more friendly to the people (not only tickets, revenue hunters).

Taxes are getting outrageous.

We need more jobs that provide a decent wage and not try to turn away businesses that could help the residents of our 
communities.  I have to travel 37 miles one way to have a job that has decent wages.

Somehow this flood plain situation must be resolved for those of us who are in higher land and not have to give up our way of 
life should a tornado level our homes.

We just own land on Hwy 13 and come up once a year.  Adams and Friendship are a beautiful area.  Due to bad health we do 
not plan on building at this time.

Go with more "ma and pa" businesses and avoid "chain" corporations.  Organize more public events to bring in more tourism 
dollars.

None.

As a non-resident, recreational user I would most like to see a revitalizing of main street and continued maintenance and growth 
of parks and recreation.

Need to bring many of the townships up to 21 century realities.  Also the Adams County Board.  This is no longer good old boy 
mentality.

Resources are limited , we must capitalize on this county needs to be careful not to be penny wise and pound foolish!!

Please protect Indian Hills here.  What happened to plans for the dam here and protecting the creek.
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