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What is the Regional Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Transportation Plan? 

The North Central Wisconsin Regional Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plan is a region-wide effort to improve 
bicycling and walking. The Region includes the counties 
of Adams, Forest, Juneau, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, 
Oneida, Portage, Vilas, and Wood. The Regional Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Plan is one of the first steps to 
implementing NCWRPC’s Regional Livability Plan. The 
plan will analyze bicycle and pedestrian transportation 
throughout the Region, and recommend policies, 
programs, and facilities to improve the safety, viability, 
convenience, and attractiveness of bicycling and walking 
for transportation. The NCWRPC has received a 
Transportation Alternatives Grant from the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation to assist with funding this 
project. 

Why is the plan needed? 

Safety 

Walking and bicycling are widespread activities. 
Everyone is a pedestrian at some point in their journey, 
even when walking through a parking lot. Research and 
surveys have demonstrated there are large proportions 
of people interested in bicycling for transportation but 
many do not because they are concerned for their 
safety. Additionally, bicycling and walking has declined 
over the last five decades. In 1964, 50% of US children 
bicycled or walked to school, and by 2004 the 
proportion had declined to 3%, due largely to the 
perception that safety has declined for those that bike 
and walk.  

This suggests that a substantial proportion of the 
441,822 people living in the region, not to mention 
seasonal residents or visitors, would benefit from safer 
routes in the North Central Region. Four of the 15 fatal 
bicycle crashes that occurred in Wisconsin in 2015 
happened in the Region. Three fatal pedestrian crashes 
in 2015 also occurred in the Region. The benefits of this 
plan will accrue to everyone that uses the 
transportation system, as many of the roadway safety 
improvements made to accommodate bicycles and 
pedestrians also improve safety and efficiency for 
motorists. 

Connectivity 

The plan is also needed to update and expand the 2004 
North Central Wisconsin Regional Bicycle Facilities Plan, 
both to include pedestrian transportation and to 
incorporate new knowledge and local plans into the 
regional plan.  While there are some local planning 
efforts, it can be challenging to connect these efforts 
across municipal, town, and county borders, resulting in 
a network that does not meet its full potential. This plan 
also provides guidance for areas that do not have their 
own bicycle and pedestrian plans. 
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Economy 

Bicycle tourism generated from out of state visitors has a $535 million economic impact in Wisconsin annually and the 
total economic impact of bicycle tourism is approximately $924 million. Employers are increasingly recognizing the 
importance of safe and convenient bicycling and walking to attracting and retaining employees. Active transportation 
can greatly reduce personal health care costs, and reduce wear and tear on our transportation infrastructure. 

Who is involved in the planning process? 

The Public 

Everyone has a chance to be involved in the process by 
providing input on bicycling and walking in our region. 
Take our survey at www.ncwrpc.org/bikepedsurvey and 
map your routes at www.ncwrpc.org/bikepedmap. 
Comments are encouraged via email or mail to 
bsippel@ncwrpc.org or Attn. Brad Sippel, 210 McClellan 
Street, Suite 210, Wausau, WI 54403. Visit our website at  
www.ncwrpc.org/bikepedplan to stay up to date on the 
planning process.  

 

 

 

 

North Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission 
The North Central Wisconsin Regional Planning 
Commission will be leading and coordinating the planning 

process. NCWRPC will be the principle author and adopter 
of the final plan. NCWRPC will also organize public 
information meetings within the region. 

Stakeholder Groups and Local Governments 

NCWRPC will be soliciting input from residents of the 
region, state, county and local governments, tourism and 
commerce groups, and bicycling and walking groups. The 
NCWRPC will hold stakeholder advisory meetings around 
the Region throughout the planning process. 
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